
insitu5nlJt

This argument is more or Iess true, depending on where one
eurrently resicies on campus. Every facuity contains at Ieast two or
three personswho, for reasons known oniy te their chairperson,
hasve flot publisheti in severai years. Many of these same individ-
ueis also have reduceti teaching loads. In a time of cutbacks and
turing freezes, the posssson of tenure by these individuats is
ariminal. Tenure is a guarantee that academics can pursue their
research in an independent mariner. it is flot meant to be a free
tide for those who cannotorganize themnseives andi have no love
foçr knowiedge itseif., There are simple solutions.to these problemrs. The university
7 4ould offer term teriwre contracts to new academics. After a
Ëý riod of five years, the teacbing and academnic record of the

Ëwopecîvefaculty memnber would be reviewed. if the standards.
pf the university have been meta second fiveyear contract could
bl awarded. Again, the record migbt be Yeviewed, Only atter a
%ccessful 'appretîceship' in academia should a facuity member
be awarded fuiltétnure - then only for a period of flfteen years. In
1Most cases this "iI ailow the best to be pomoted to thè top - the
.*ers whose standards are not sui tent, should be dismissed.

1We can not afford to squarider a generation of young-academ-
ics whçse inability to obtain jobs is due to a system that harbors

;_ frnompetents andialggards
STenure, as we know it today, M'ust go
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Write on, eh?

Ail students entering an undergraduate program
aoreq"uiredt t pass the infamous writing comnpet-,
ency exam. ibis fifteen dollar exam, to be compieteti
within twenty four months of the student's accep-
tance into a given program, is designeti to test the
writing skiffs tcf*the studenit ln accordance to present
university level standards. Resuits reveal that twç>
thirds -of the exam writers pass the test, whiie the
other third must pay an atiditionat ssxty dollars for a
remedial course ln an attempt to satisfactorily rewrite
thse exam.

An after degree student bas rcni raised an issue
regarding writing competency exams in the Truesday
September 11th issue of the Gateway. The Facuity of
Education interpreteti the defining phrase-"ail stu-
dents enteiing an ursdergraduate prograni",to
indude students iK the after degree category. This
Injustice wasriËbtlycontested t both the facuity ant
to the President of this university. President Horowitz

immdiaeiyConsulteti withthe student ýregardlnS
this issue with th e succeis of change. After degree
students are now net requireti to complete the writ-
ing competency exam, but are gîven strong recom-
miendations to do so as peisonal Interviews con-
ducteti after the test benefit students through analysis
of their writing skills.

Another issue of contention regarding these writ-
ing competency exams is the incidentai, or extra bit-
ling of fees resulttln from these exams. The Director

of Testing Remediation, Dr [ornai.McCatturn,
expiaineti that these fees hnast be bilied separateiy
fnLm tuition in order te) avoiti administrative difficul-
ties in biling each individual student efther the cost of
the test or the cost of the test anti the reniedial course..

Wrlting Competency exams are destineti to be--
corne a university entrance requirement by -1987. Two
quketlons corne to minit upon heâring of this prop-
osai. First, why are prospective university students
requiredto te competent in wrlting yet are aitowed
to remain in ignorance, so-to speek,,of other subJects
of. examination? Second, why do we write thèse
exams at ail i Does tie respo >nsibllty of teaching andi
evaiuating necessary skils andi ku*wiedge lie ýbefore
the gates of the universlty or within the ciassrooms of
the public scbool board?

Donna Kassian
VW Academnic
Education iv

Gateway: Thumbs down...

Last Tuesday's Gateway (Sept. 11) was gawdawful,
even by the paper>s usuaily low standards. Consider
just some of the contents:

A storyon post-secondary education funding whlch
must have been arrangeti on the page by a mentaily
handicapped person, since it cofitairis three (threei>
mispiaceti ctiyks of copy. T-hesetbteaks are so cunn-
ingly arranged hat the story can onijy be read if one
spends 15-20 minutes piecingit back together.

The Gateway is the newspaper of University of Aiberta
students. Contents are the ifesponsibllty of the Editor-
In-Chief. AiU opinions are signed by the writer and do
not neoessarily reflect the vieffl of the Gateway. News
copy deadllnes are 12 noon Mondays andi Wednesdlay.,
Newsroooi: Riw 22ph. 432-5168). Advertising: Rm.
2%bO (Phi. 432-424#1), Students Union Building, U> of A,
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2G7. fteadei'ship is 25,«0. The
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