
Poetry critic found offensive

Last Friday we elected a new Students' Union executive.
Thursday, next year's Gateway editor will be selected. Thereforc it
seems like an appropriate time to examine the roles of stuchnt
government and student journalism and the relation between
them.

The rote of student government is to serve the students.
Agreed, that is a nebulous statement but it is the first thing our new
executive shoutd consider when they make decisions. Mariy
people would agree with that statement and use it as an excuse for
concentrating on student services and ignoring political action.
Yet the political interests of the students, as students, cannot be
haridled by anyone else and student government must take that
responsibility. Nor are student interests the only thing that
students have in common. Student government does flot have to
repeat services and interests available elýewhere but it would be
missîng the larger part of lhUe if it did flot consider issues that affect
students as people.

The limits on what student government should do are what it
can do. Free and unlimited te~rvices cannot be supplied. When
student government goes beyond its ineans it jeopardizes the
ability to provide services that should be possible. There is a
similar stuation with political action. When student goverfiment
aims for goals it cannot achieve, it rîsks the credibility necessary
for other action.

Blood v obvious but ivhat should they be doing? Well at least
these are some guidelines to work within. The rest is up to the good
judgement of the executive and council. They cannot be satisfied
with competently managing the day-to-day affai rs of the Students'
Union; they must be alert to what is happening on and off campus
and they must understand how it affects the people they serve.

Service must be more than doing what they think the people
want. It must include doing what is good for them. Most students,
like most people, have a limited perspective on issues. Very few
have the resources and the information available to student
government. Leaders must not be afraid to go against themajority
of the people.

lnforming the students is where studentjournalism comes in.
It too must look to the needs of the students. It too must look
beyond the universîîy and bring the rest of life to the students. And
it too should use its advantageous position to advise and lead
students. Ail this, keeping in mind what is possible.

This gives us the lovely picture of student government and
student journalism hand in hand leading the students with their
best judgment Unfortunately, their best judgment, is stili far
from perfect judgment. Thus student journalism and student
government must be apart. Not in separate bunkers firîng at each
other (as is too often the case) but far enough apart to evaluate
each other. If one group feels it must correct the olher it must be
careful; correcting does not mean trying to destroy.

Mr. (for we must show respect for each other) Olmstead and
his crew mnust use their best judgment on what to take action on
and what action to take. The limits of their potential are wîde and
so are the limits of their responsibility. 1 believe the Gateivay has
tried to meet its responsibilîties and 1 hope it will continue to do so
next year.

Kent Blinston
for the editorial board

VOL. LXIX NO. 36
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1979

SIXTEEN PAGES'

If it happens on campus its news to us.

THE GATEWAY la the newspaper of
the students of the UJniversity of
Aiberta. With a circulation of 18,500,
the Gateway la pbiished by its
proprietor, the Students' Union,
Tuesdays and Frdays during the
wlnter session. Contents are the
responsibility of the editor; editorials
are wrftten by the editoriai board. Ail
other opinions are signed by the
party expresslng them. Copy
deadlines are 12 noon Mondays and
Wednesdays. The Gateway, a
member ot Canadian Unlver ity
Press and the Youthstream Network,
le iocated at room 282 SUBB Edmon-
ton, Aberta, T6G 2J7.

Newsroon 432-5168
Advertising 432-3423

SENIOR STAFF
EDITOR-Loreen Lennon

NEWS-Tom Barrett
ASSOCIATE NEWS-Lucinda Chodan

MANAGING-Kent Blinston
ARTS-Gordon Turtie

SPORTS-John Stewart
PHOTO-Shirley Giew
COPY-Tony Higgins

PRODUCTION-Wii Stephani
CUP-Kesth Krause

ADVERTISING-Tom Wright,
MEDIA PRODUCTIONS

Margriet Tlroe-West
CIRCULATION

Wayne McKenna, Peter Purqon

Dave Samuel, Nodrog Eltrut, Gary McGowan, Don MacPherson, Allen
Young, Aison Thomson~, Margaret Donovan. Adam Chanteur, Ruse
Sampson, Jimm Conneil, John Vounie, Shaune lmpey, Deb Rye,
Michaleen Marte, Maxine Murphy, Veronica Uzielli, Cheryl Knott, RIch
Demblckl, Felix Meddlesome, Fish Fisher, Zwoop.

The Gateway offers you the chance to have the BIGGEST and BEST
paper route ln the city of Edmonton. Distribution Mgr. needed for March
and April. $150.00 month. For more Info cail 432-5168 or taik to
Chairman at 282A SUB.

It is unfortunate that in her
article on the Canadian poet Eli
Mandel, Rosateen Moran chose
to unnecessarily supplement her
critique oU his poetry with
bigoted, sweeping statements
about Jews in general and Jewish
writers in particular.

She accuses Mandel of
using words like "iewishness"
and the "Jewish Holocaust" to
ýelicit a sympathetic response".
Perhaps these words should be
replaced with less connotative

rDeath to
the sheik

1 was saddened to read in
Gazeva *v Jan. 30 the full page
advertîsement for prophalactics.
That t he view of morality as
"old-fashioned inhibition" bas
pervaded our culture is al îoo
apparent. The view is unfor-
tunate because morality is
timeless; it is based on laws of
human nature and relationships
that can neyer change. One of
thes laws is that sexual contact
other than in a marital
relationship robs such a
relationship of the speciat in-
t imacy that is possible only if
both partners have reserved
sexual contact for each other. As
a result, sex loses much of its
meaning outside a marraige. The

i ndulgent attitude portrayed in
Ibis adveriscment is but another
of the mistakes of the "play-now,
pay-later" society we live in. 1
hope that the Gatewa ' will
respect the wishes of those
students on this campus who do
flot wish to sec this type of
advertising in their student
ncwspaper.

Ross Smillie
Science Il

GASP can
choke

t am apalled by the presenit
ý'antî-smoker" movements like
GASP. 1 realize' as a pipe-
smoker, that others might be
made uncomfortable by my
exhaust emissions and s0 rarely
smoke in public. If I want to
smoke in public, bowevcr, 1 have
the right to bloody welt do so (I
mean, s0 what if I offend people,
hey'? They often offend me
without ever once baving lifted a
cigarette). By damn, l'm a citizen
too and l'Il be dipped in dog-
dung if l'mn gonna let somebody
try to infringe on mv freedom to
light up a bit of shag now and
tbem.

It atmost looks like prohibi-
tion ycars are upon us again;
there are ads on TV warning us
not to drink. to quit smoking at
aIt costs, and growing organized
movements designed to restrict
or eliminate these "vices" once
and for ait. Weil, people, ' m flot
buying this garbage that these
organizations are doing these
things to proteet our bealth
exclusively. There is latent con-
tempt in these groups for the
rights of us smoking drinkers
(drinking smokers?). Their con-
descending paternalist attitude
and "for your own good" policies
are masks for their need-to exert
bureaucratic control measures
over another group, to string up
the nion-conformists with red
tape instead of the more obvious
hangman's noose.

Remember the image of the
prohibitionists of the thirties'?
Weil look around you; these
people are alive and welt, and
handing out leaflets.

Larry Harley Hashman
Pharmacy 1

terms, suicb. as "that singular
quality which people oU the
Hebrew persuasion seem to
bave", or "that unfortunate
incident which occurred during
World War Il. But I am rather
perplexed by Ms. Moran's
reference to the "Jewish Race."
Is that like the Christian race? Is
it a foot race? Or maybe hurdles'?

1 would also like to know
where Ms. Moran discovered
that "articles, books and poems
which refer to problems of the
Jewish people, written by Jewish
writers, are fast coming to be
regarded as the 'Psychiatric
Couch' of lsraet, and 'are as
predictable as snow in January."
On what does she base "the fact
that their everlasting, cathartie
bitterness no longer bolds
anyone's intercst except their

own?"

Mandel r
The review oU last week's on

campus reading by Ehi Mandel is
a travesty oU good critical
writing. t attended the reading,
and found the works both witty
and moving, and 'm flot even
Jewish.

For the reviewer to suggest
that the "search for self" is
"useless as pocticat material" and
"provides notbing of universal
impact" is particularly distress-
ing. Great poets of ail ages from
Chaucer through the Romantics
to the Modemns have been
concerned with the individual
and the self. 1 can tbink of
nothing that has more universal
import the quest f'or the self is
the truc Riddle of the Sphinx
which haunts aIlthtinking men.

T o further advise that the
university should censor pocms
dealing with "the problems of
(our) commnunity" is ludicrous
and insulting. It is illogical to

Letters
Lctters to the edîtor should be address
t0 the (;ateway. Rourn 282 SU B. Edimo
ton, or dropped off ai our office. I'lea
include your narne, student I.D. nurn
(il applicable) and phone numnber. Iea
limit letters to 250 words or less. li"y
wish- to write a longer picce, corne t0s
us. We reserve ftic righi 10 cdii
subrnjssions for libel.
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A cursory glance and
important 1literature aind autî,
of our time (such as recen 'ý

prize-winners Isaac B.
and Saut Bellow, flot ta mnenti
Mordechai Richle, h
Potok, Woody Allen, fe1
Wouk, etc. etc.) Mfore uf
suffices to show thajt the ni
Jewish public f'inds je,,
authors and subjeets m,
!eresting than ever before,
interesting, in fact, that n
Jews have bçgun to mo)v,
Jewish ter ritory (Ja1

Miechener 's TheSOu
Bergman's Vize Serlpt'm's ý,Egg(

Unfortunately,
Moran's comments deiont,.
that anti-Jewish bigoîry s,
exists, even at the Unliverýsit
Alberta.

Jessica Sm1j

rnoving
suggest that we edit our Il
until we fo longer refer
sensitive issues; even the weatl
arouses anguish f'or some.

The two suicide floc,
which so obsessed the revjeM
were not insensitive tr I
personal despair ot'others."J
.methods selected l'or the wc
"27 Ways Of' Conî'ti
Suicide" were chosen becaulse
their symbolic vlut
showed that the act \%,as noîjuý
rash impulse but a carefu
planned and exccuted staîem(
by an individual in reai pa
Furtbermore il xvas Mand(
sensitivity 10 the audience ti
compclled him to read the ligh
"How bo Write a Suicide Na
first. M ore awareness
generatcd by such ai bit
emotive statement than bs
sprouting of cotd dellumani
goverfiment statîstics.

The review also staled t
the poet "bas a responsibilit
to rcvere human lite." A resp
sibility dictated by whorn? If
poct has an - duty at aIl it iso
to be honest, beyond thal wve
make no demands. It is our r
if wc find pocîry tb he bad
refuse to read it. li Mandel

rnot rcad bad poetrv last Thu
day and t am saiddened a

jangered that the (iaîtewaýywvo
sec fit to devote a full page
such obviously biasedl critiCis

Marni IL. Stan
Art

Ballot 'approved'
Question: Whcn arc the SU
elections a farce'?

Answer: When a complctcd
ballot is opened by the ballot
officer at the voting booth "to
make sure that it basn't been
spoi led".

On Frîday, Fcbruary 9,
having handcd in my ID card at
the voting station, t was givcn a

Fenna s/at e oflérs
congratulations

We would like to take Ibis
opportunity to congratulate thc
Olmstead slate on their election.
Wc were vcry împrcssed witb the
manner in wbich Mr. Olmstcad
reccivcd us at his victory party,
making aIl of us Ucel wclcome.
We would like to reassert our
committment to the Students'
Union, and wish the Olmnstead
executive success in tbc up-
coming year.

Alan Fenna
Bill Tatarchuk

for the Fenna slate

ballot and pencil. li privac:
filled out the ballot. loldedit
banded it to thc ballot officer
my amazement. this pet
unfolded the card aid serutt
cd it. She then rctolded ilt
banded il over to lier colle"~
giving me the astouinding
planation" that it W as neCesI
to cxamine ballots since spoI
ballots werc flot acceptabieat
new ballot would have 10

marked.
Is flot the secret ballot

of the first democratic righti
Since when have sttid

voters lost the right t10 marktl
ballots the way the\' sec ri
therefore to use a spoiled ba
as a means of registertul
p rotcst?

Is this alarriniiig incid
rclated to the fact that a politî
organi.'ation adviscd voIt"
returfi spoited ballots. ais ane.
of registering a protCst agat
vacuous slates vwith
programs?

In a state of shock.
Amanda Le RougA
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