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fought the battles of the Britishi Empire; that hie is
already naturalized by instinct and that, wliatever
else lie may do he will neyer become anything else
but a British subject ready as ever to fight for bis
King Emperor.

'We allow the Chinese to bring his wives so long
as he pays the head tax. 1 know rich Chinese who
have six wives in Coast cities. No one interferes
with them-, they are even then quite as monogamous
as somne of the Europeans who would legisiate them
into monogamy. The japanese may bring his wife
-or what is quite different-any kind of a Japanese
woman and no one says him nay. The Sikh who is
essentially domestic wants to bring his wife-not
wives--and children and set up a hearth stone in his
adopted country. The Sikhs are not polygamous.

Who0

No student of Indian donxestic relations will affirm
that of any Hindu excepting Mohammedans, and
1 do not know of any of these though there may be
a few in the country. Polygamy is against Our laws
and it will surely be no more difficuit to control the
Mahommedan Hindu than it is to control the
Mormon.

The Hindu will, in time, displace the Chinese if
he is given equal opportunity and an impartial
chance in this country. Why, then, the strenuous
objection to his admission? Because it requires arelaxation of a rigorous law and any relaxation of
the laws making difficuit Asiatic immigration is
impossible of tolerance hy the labour organizations.
T hese proceed upon the theory that, if'the wives of
Hindus are admitted, a precedent will be established

P ay s.
Second of a Se ries

AT various times since confederation the ques-tion lias been raised whetlier it would not
bie possible to make a larger use of direct
taxation thani is at present the case. Letus see in what way the national revenue of the Do-

minion is raised. In the last fiscal year which ex-tended from April 1, 1910, until April 1, 1911, thetotal revenue of our federal government was $117,-780,409. A certain part of this-such as the receîpts
of the post office and of the governmet railways-is to lie set off against the special expenditure.in-
curred in connection with the service in question.0f the remainder about $3,000,000 was collected inthe form of casual revenue and fees of varionssorts (patents, inspection, fisheries, etc.), and about$3, 108,000 received from the sale of government
lands. But nearly the entire amount of what miglitbie called the tax-revenue was derived from customsand excise duties which brought in $72,965,394 and$16,869,837 respectively. Income taxes, propertytaxes and inheritances taxes are conspicuous bytheir absence. This contrasts at lrst sigît verysliarply wîth the British national budget in whichover one-haîf of the public revenue appears as theproceeds of the great direct taxes. Very naturally'therefore, it is sometimes argued that it would beSound policy to, alter our system by removing some-thing of our tariff charges and instituting directtaxation. Thli plea,' on the face of it, is a fair oneand merits very careful consideration. Unfor-tunately much of our public discussion is so en-tangled in the conllict of politics that fair con-sideration is ver difficult to obtain. Let .us sechow the case stands. In thc first place attention
must lie drawn to thc fact that, althougli the federal
government employs indirect taxation almost ex-
clusivcly, direct taxes are widely used in the other
parts of our public administration so that our systemias a IuhoIe presents a miudl more balanced appear-
ance than is gcnerally supposed.

MuNIcIPAL, DIRECT TAXATION.
This is seen in the revenue raised by our munici-palities where direct taxation is being pushed almost

to the d1anger point. Here the great source ofannual income is found in a tax levied on real pro-pcrty-land and buildings--in the forni of a per-
centage of the ascssed value. Those who arc apt
to laud to the skies the system of direct taxes as a
substîtute for the tariff revenue which at present
supports our federal administration, would do welIto consider the existing situation of our municipal
finances. Take, for example, the Province of On-tario. The lateat returns of the Provincial Bureau
of Industries show that within the last generation
municipal direct taxation lias increased by leape andbounds. In tIe year 1886 the total tax~es raised by
aIl the municipalities of Ontario amounted to $9,-
009,385. In 1909 this amount lias risen to $22,-
386,619. While population has increased from $1,-
82,000 to $22900 or 25 per cent. the direct
taxes lad risen about 150 per cent. Th2e yate of
the tax stood in 1886 at 12.97 milîs on the dollar,
and by 1909 had reachied 17.85 milîs. At the saine
time the municipal delit which was p ut at a total
of $»9,924,863 in 188 went up to $94,092, 117 in
1909.

TowN TAXES AT TH[E BREAXXNG POINT.
The statistics of direct municipal taxation in On-

tario beconie more striking still if we distinguish
the rural municipalities froni the cities and towns.
'fli latter, of course, spcnd more xnoney and raise
a greater revenue than the country districts. Thus
in 1909 while the townships levied taxes of only
11.77 nulis on the dollar, thc cities (which levied
over $10,500,000 in taxes) lad a tax rate of 2.3,24
mills and the towns a rate of 24.30 mills. In a good
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many cases the tax rate approached or even ex-
ceeded 30 milîs on the dollar or 3 per cent, of value.
The rate in Toronto was 22 milîs; in Hamilton 21;
in Ottawa 26; in Collingwood 27; in Dundas 33; in
Brampton 29; in Cobourg 27; in St. Catherines 25,

B3RITISH RATES AND CANADIAN TAXES.
There is every reason to believe that this form of

taxation is being pushed to the danger point.' We
can sec this by comparîson with England. There
tire local rate is reckoned in the form of a percentage
of annual rentai value stated as so many shillings
in the pound. This makes it appear at first siglit
vastly greater than the Canadian local tax whidh
is reckoned as a percentage of full capital va&»ue.
The rates in the largcst boroughs in England at the
present time (Birmingham, Liverpool, Sheffield, the
borouglis of 'the county of London, etc.) run from
7 to 8 shillings in the pound. Competent authori-
ties reckon the average net return of English real
estate at 4 1-4 per cent. per annuni, which would
mean that a rate of 7 shillings in the pound "of yearly
value is the samne as a tax of 14.89 milîs on the dol-
lar of capital value. On this basis thc direct taxei
of the Ontario towns and cities are about double
those that are paid in England. Yet everybody
knows that the greatest alanm is expressed in the
latter country lest the growing burden of the rates
should prove more than property can bear. We may
vcry well argue, tIen, that if tIc Federal Govern-
ment of Canada werc to enter the field of direct
taxation and add its charges to the enormous leviescxactcd for local need, a very scrious situation
would bie created.

LOYD GEORGE IN SASIKATCHEWAN.
We must not, of course, for a moment dcny that

tIc tariff taxes of thc Canadian system press with
considerable weight upon tIc consumer, or in other
words, upon ail classes of thc community. But wehave to rememrber that just in proportion as wcalleviate tIe burden in one way, we are forced to
increase it in another, We must not regard thc
immunity of the English consumer frorn the gencral
import tax without takiixg into account tic fact tInt
hie pays various taxes from whicî wc are cntirelyfree. Take, for example, thc land taxes introduced
in the budget of 1909 and commonly callcd, after
the Chancellor of tie Exchequer, thc L<loyd George
taxes. Thc chief of these is the Increment Value
Duty, or a tax of 20 per cent. on thc increase of

ladvles(pr fromnimprovements). Tetax
or sale, or by Icase for more than 14 years. Nowin Canada, espccially in thc West, where towns
spring up, as it were, in the niglit, there is nothing
unusual in a piece of land (quite apart froni its
agricultural value) increasing in a ycar or so f rom,let us say, $1,000 to $4,000. 'fli figures, as every
one will admit, are modest enougli, and it is just
sudh increases of value tînt form thc fondest hope
of Uic purchaser. Yet Uic Lloyd George tax would
ini this case take away $600 of thc increase. Many
of us no doulit consider thc principle of such a lcvy
an excellent one, but it is important to observe that
after aIl we can only escape one kind of taxation
by becoming liable to another.

TE BRiTisii INCOME TAx IN CANWADA.
Sinxilarly let uls note Uic way in whidh the Eng-lisi income tax would work if applied ini Canada.

Under thc present arrangement the first $800 of in-.

and ours will no longer be a "White Canada!»
a determination to make and keep it sucli theirare blinded to every semblance of right or jutheir perspective is strabismussed and theirof human brotherhood-mnuch more their senmImperial solidarity-is entirely numbed.

It is not a question for politicians;- it is a quefor statesmen. It is wholly an economie: queand as sucli can neyer be dissociated from its etfeatures. But I must add yet this last word-
Eastern press which stigmatizes the Sikhs by stthat they are polygamous, thieves, libertines, diards, lawless or dangerous to society are doingan injustice which is inspired only by anignorance of the facts. Th ey are no more seo

men of white skin and European blood.

Taxe?
1 tic le s
corne is exempt, and beyond that sum there ii
partial exemption up to $3,500 per annum. 1incomes that are classed as "«earnings" (as oppo
to incomes that result from investment), the ris 9 pence in the pound or $3.75 in every $100
income. Unearned incomes pay 1 shilling inpound or 5 per cent. Under this plan a busin
man with yearly profits of $2,000 would pay a iof $45.00. The saine tax would apply to a farii
working his own land with annual receipts of $Z,qover and above the cost of hired labour and simi
out of pocket expenses.

Income and property taxes of this -kind
doubtedly possess many features of advantaTheoretically they faîl with undiscriminating rig<
on aIl classes alike. But in practice, unless thei
ministration is so severely conducted as to lie alm
inquisitorial in its character, certain kinds of
corne and property may readily escape, wher,
other kinds are so obvious and liard to conceal ti
the tax collector is alte to gather the uttermn
farthing, sanctioned by the law. The income oi
salaried government officiai, or of a teacher in
public schdol, is accurately known; the annual
venue and the property of a farmer are more
less clearly indicated by evidence that cannot
concealed. But the income of a pro fessional in
a business man, and stili more of a speculative p
moter, may very largely escape the meshes of 1
law. 'This, however, may be more fully realized
considering the public finance of the intermediz
goveruments-the state and provincial--that lie 1
tween the national and municipal goverrnments
which we have spoken hitherto.,

"'The Unfortunate Mother"
The following letter from a lady who hias il

wide experience in social work in Montreal' lintiduces again a subject which is worthy of dise,
sion by women's clubs and organizations.

Editr Cnadan ourer:MOntreal, Jan. 20, 191

.SIUt,-For a long trne "Thbe Couri-er" hss b,~
welcome guest ln may famlly cerle. il,

tssue 'of "Rellec'tons" 1 find somethng to end
and admîre. This week a paragrapb, *,The Unfor
ate Mothxer," la particulaily pathetic, ani appeaj
Its trutb to sootety at large. In Our local FNrpress I bave, as one-time Flnglil secrertary of"Mirsericorde iI-ospltal,'~ bad occasIon to placeverY question before our readers, and advocateclainîs of the unfortunrate mothers before the acubes at our quarterly meatlngs.

YOu ask "Wiiy not Invite the confidence of tl
errlng girls, why not give themn a second chan,
12 60 faW aS lt Caln ble donc, Iu spite -of the wolcruel brandinc of our poor Magdalenosjiere In M.real we have sucd homes, wbere atter ber ch$lbOrn, the gIii-Motber la looked after and lOUawar, flot Only by the 81sters in charge, wlsphere Of uOefuineos 16 of neOemstY linited, but t
uniber Of lady PatrOneeses, Who sare neither tnonr troulle. to place thelr protegees In homles whIf theY 90 W1fl14 tbeY are beyond reach of temxptat

Un]fOrtunlatelY, tt lu Often lovelle labor lost. statie
p'rove that the large MaJonity of the girls shelt4
lu tIie v17rio16 homes, for one reason or anotretura to their former way of lving. The scoritheir comre4es, -the beartless prudery of their n«bours--and perbaps a vague 6ensatjOn 0f heart-Jger, remorse or discouragemiet are among the i016to whIch we attrIbute "The UnfortuiMother's" ostracism. Can the Press"'!mýg'te ttIe sword"-we are told,, do auythiug to wipe a,the effectas by renxoving the, cauýse? WIth hils luI beave yon, lin bOpelsfomethxg may lie done foroutcasts of our day.-Yours cordlally,


