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Preachers in PoliticsFOR tbe hIfe o! me I cannot see why tboro should
be'any objection te the appearance o! the
Preaclior In polltlcs. In fact, I cannot 500
how theo conscientious andtiIntelligent Preacher

eau keep out of pollUecs. There ls a scbool o! opinion,
apparently, whlch looks upen the modemn Preacher
mucli as tbe Romans regardeti thoîr Vestals Vîrgins-
-that is, as a sacrosanct order set slde te keep
ahiglit the sacroti fire. They we 're net supposed te
mingle with the world or to care auglit for its per-
plexities andi troubles. Co>opeti up Iu a dimidnutive
marble palace under the shelter of the Palatine, tboy
tendeti the fiame entrusteti to thoîr care, believlng
that thereby tliey best serveti the State. AhU througb
the ages, we have hati orders of this character. That
is, tbey have devototi themselves te meditation. and
lnward examination andi adoration of the Most Hlgh.
But these secluded devotees are of qulte a difforont
erder from the Preacher. The Proacber's business
la te go ont andi leat mon arîglit.

A ND why shoulti the Proeber stîli bis tongue at
the very ttme 'wheu bis felhow countrymen
usually most need Ilglit anti leadlng? Wliy

abould ho thuinder agalnst the aine of politicians
dead andi burleti andi mumiynifiot for a tbousand years;
but cover bis inouth witli a coward baud when con-
fronted wlth the ains of politiciens wbo are actlvely
misleading the very people wbo oit ln the pews anti
liston te him? Io It because these living politicians
eau bit back? If se, thon the Preachor of to-day lias
mightily degenorateti from tlie Preacher o! the tiays
of Elijali and John tlie Baptist. I thInk If yen will
run over lu your mmdd the llst of the names e! great
Preaebers 'wle left their lmpross upon their tie

and are still remembered lu hlstory, you will find
that tliey preached coucerning contemporary poltics
to the very men and women wbo were lnvolved lu
them. Thomas a Becket and Wolsey, John Knox
and John Calvin, Bossuet andi Savonarola, Wendell
Phullips and -Bishop Irelanti, Egerton Ryerson andi
Principal Grat-all clergymen who moddled wlth
polltlcs, and ail men who will never be forgotten.

A CEGYMAN Is supposed te have a conscience.
I elacks this or gan, Ie is not well-equipped

for bis profession. A law-yer miglit as well try
te do business wlth the salid organ lu place. More-
over, a clergyman Is supposeti to have Intelligence.
Ho probably roead the newspapers. Ho knows 'wbat
Is going on in polltlcs-which ls simply the goeom-
ment of hîs country. Now, 'when bis Intelligence
conveys to lis mmnd the Impression that a certain
thîng Is proposeti ln politis whlch is elther vory
riglit or very'wrong, bis conscience-unless it la
carefully jogged-wlll begîn te growl. And what ls
a clergyman te do wlion bis -conscience growls? I
thlnk lie Is bound to pass the "growl" on. If lie tries
to silence bis conscience andi lmpress upon It that
bore ls a whole area of possible moral decIsions of
wblch It la to take no note, bis conscience Is very
Ilable to get dIscourageti or côinfusedl or somnolent-
and the firet thlng that the cowardly clergyman
knows, lie will net be.able to, tell rîglit from wrong
w1tbout the help of a Bible Commeutator. This may
bo ahi riglit se long as lie confines bis attention to
Incidents wbicli bappeneti fot later than tbe first
century of the Christian ora; but there la a lot lu
modemn 11fe te, wblch lie will have ne guide.

A Ilve clergyman la In constant toucli witli bis
fellow-men. If ho is net alivo, lie ouglit te,
confine bis labours to conducting the funorals

of other "dead eues." That is a nice, quiet Job,
whlch will keep hlm from meddling wlth politieS-
or religion. But If he is alive and lu toucli with
humanlty about hlm, he might as weil try to Ignore
its perpiexities In the matter of polltlcs as to Ignore
an epidemic which had seized the cemnunlty.
Would yen say that a Preacher sliould arraigu dis-
honesty for forty-elght weeks out of the year, and
then announce some fine Sunday-"For the next
montb. I shail flot refer to dlshonesty frem this
pulpit, because there is au election comlng on Iu
which. a tuimber of dishonest men are runnlng-and
any references te tbis particular sin might be re-
garded as rneddlIng wlth politics." 0f course, you
would do nothing of the sort. You would contend
rather fhat lie ought to brlng his Old Testament pol-
tics up to date, and to tell you exactiy what lie thînko
about any modern men or measures whose appoar-
ance introduces moral Issues.

isORAL Issues." Lot us flot boggie over thaýMfonce. Let us flot attempt to decide wbat
issues ae"moral" and wbat are not. We

miglit have trouble. The best way eut of it ls te
invite the Preacher to give us lits considored opinion
on ail Issues; and lot us tube that opinion for wbat
it 18 wortb. He is a citizen. He bas a vote; and,
on polling day, he will cast it-unless he ls a ahirk.
Why sliouid he, then, of ail mon, be debarred from
tolling us how lie Io golng, to vote, anld why? The
very fact that he is more lkely to be disinterosted
than the average man la a reason lu fa;vour of bis
Intervention-net agalnst It. Somo tell us that he
exorcises too, mucli Influence when lie speaks.ý If he
exorcises any more influence than Is, properly his,
that ls flot his faut-that la. the fauit of the pew.
We sliould net. gag him for the Xault of the pew-
we sbould disfranchise an =nintelligent pew. Others
say that this Intervention will "hurt religion." If It
hurts religion te briug it Into contact witb lite and
employ it as a guide ta humanlty lu the seleetion, ef
the riglit course at moments of crisis, then the
sooner we fatally burt, religion of that useless descrip-
tien, the better will It be for the people wlio are being
"gold-bricked" Into paylng for It. Tlie religion
whldh cost Woleey his position, Knox some lttle
courage, and John the Baptlst ls head, Is the only
kind worth paylng for-or living ýby.

THE MONOCLE MAN.
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