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Report.] Ihe Commissioners are, therefore, under the necessity of recommending re-
trenchment, and of studying economy.

In their report utpQn the College, the' Commissioners would remark, that fees are
only partially exacted from students of the College, thus giving them an advantage over
young men in other institutions, rendering them less ready to value the instruction which
they reccive, and seriously diminishing the income of which such fees, it would scem,
were intended by the Act to form a part.

The Commissioners recommend that the system of affording instruction by Collcgc
Tutors be extended, and that modern and Oriental languages be taught in this way. These
branches are not availed of to a great extent by young men studying for a Dcgrcc, and the
Cnmmissioners believe that a salary of $600 attached to each Tutorship, with fées, would
sceure adequate instruction. Tutorships in connection with the classical and mathemati-
cal departments (and at similar salaries, together with such share of fes as may be agreed
upon by the College Council) are even now required.

Experience bas shown that tlhe Chair of Agriculture bas not met the expectations of
the G overnnent. Although filled by a Professor who occupies a very high position among
the scientific agriculturists of this Province, the number of students bas been exceedingly
limited, and now does not excecd six. It would thus appear that this mode of imparting
instruction does not meet the requirements of the country at large; and that but few young
men desirous of studying agriculture, are dispobed to spend their tirne at University
College for that purpose.

If the Commissioners should propose to discontinue the connection of the Chair of
Agriculture with University College, it will not be with any intention or expectation that
the agricultural interests of the Province would be deprived of the valuable services of
Professor Buckland ; but they submit that in another way, such services can be brought
within the reach of mucli larger numbers of the farming community, and be made of
infinitely greater practical value to the whole Province.

The attention of the Commissioners bas been directed to the draft of a Bill published
in the " Agriculturist" for March, 1862, the result of the consultations of Agricultural
Delegates hold in the City of Toronto, January 30th, the object of which is to repeal the
present Statute, cap. 32 C.S., and " otherwise provide for the encouragement of agricul-
turc. &c., &c."

In this draft of Bill, provision is made that "the Board of Agriculture may retain
" two and half per cent. out of the whole amount voted for Agricultural purposes in Upper

Canada, to be devoted to agricultural instruction in such manner as the said Board may
recommend." This provision would enable the Board to secure the entire services of

Professor Buckland (and none know the value of such services better than the gentlemen
vho coinpose the Board of Agriculture,) and it is submitted that the periodical delivery of

short courses of lectures in various parts ofthe Province to practical farmers, would pro-
duce results which it would be out of the question to look for from services confined to a
city, and to a very suall number ofstudents. Experience teaches those who have most
dceply interested themaselves in the subject, that if agricultural instruction is to be made
available for practical purposes to any large number of farmers, it must be elenentary in
its nature and brought to their immediate locality.

With this Chair discontinued, the aid which pure science affords this most important
sub1ject would still be available, as agricultural chemistry is within the range of' subjects
so ably tauglit by Professor Croft.

The Commissioners appointed to enquire into Queen's College, Ireland, report
"For reasons which we shall hereafter state, we recommend the abolition of the Chair of
" Agriculture, li the science division of the Faculty of Arts.

" From its nature it is questionable wbether Agriculture should have a place in the
" course of studies at the College of a University.

I Practical agriculture is best taught by that experience which constant occupation
" on a well managed farm affords.

" The scientifieknowledge which a farmer requires will he readily acquired by any
" one wh has attended the ordinary course of Lectures on Chemistry, Natural History,
Geology and Engineering. * * * The Agriculturist is best formed in the field of the
I Farm, not in the Hall of the College."


