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and Marblehead united. Nearly 400 fishing schooners are owned at and fitted fronm the port of Gloucestur, by 39 firms,
and the annual sales of fisih are said to be between S3,000,000 and S4,000,000, all distributed from bore by Gloucester
houses.

THE COMMERCIAL WHARVES.

The wharves once covered with imolasses and sugar hogslheads, a 'e now covered with fish flakes, and the odors of
the "sweets of the tropics " have given place to l the ancient and fish-like smells " of' oil nad dieud cod ; the few sailors of
the Commercial Marine have been succeeded by five thousanl fishiernen drawn fron all the Maritime quarters of the
globe; and the wharves that were the wonders of our boyihood days are actually swallowed up in the splendid and capa-
cious piers of the present day, so much have they been lengthened and widened.

THE SALT TRADE.

For many years after the decline of the Surinant trade, hardlv a large vessel was ever seen at Gloucester, and many
persons thought that nevermnore would a majestic ship be seen enîtcring this capacious ai splendid seaport. But never in
the paliest days of Gloncester's foreign trade, werc suci immense vessels scen as at the prescut day. Ships of 1500 tons
(as big as six William and lenry's) sailed into Glouester harbor firon Liverpool and Cadiz, and came into the wharves
without breaking bulk. and also laid afloat at low water. More than forty ships, harques, brigs and schooners of fromn 400
to 1400 tons, laden with salt alone, have discharged at titis port the present year, and aiso the same number ast vear. The
old, venerable port never presented such a fbrest of masts as now cai be seen; sometimes six ships and barks at a tine,
besides innumerable schooners.

TPE CITY OF GLOUCESTER OF 1875 AND THE TOWN OF 182-5.

What a contrast is presented as a ship enters the harbor now, with what was presented iii 1825. Tle little rusty, wea-
ther-beaten village, with two " meeting houses' and a few d wellings and wharves gathered around them; two or three
thousand people with 8500,000 property, was ail that Gloucester thon vas, as near as we can ascertain. Now the central
wards, without suburban districts, contain 14,000 people, with $9,000,000 valuation.

The article continues in this fashion

"lFive Banks with nearly 82,000,000 capital in thet (including Savings); and this increase lias arisen, not fr'o foreign
conmnerce', but fron the once despised and insignificant fisheries.

It will be seen by a review of the history of' Gloucester, that a foreign commerce did not build the town up in population
or wealth ; that fron 1825 to 1850, its increase lhad been very smnall ; but frion 1850 to 1875, it has grown fron 8,000 to
17,000 inhabitants, and its valuation fron s2,000,000 to 89,000,000 ! It is thu fisheries that have mainly caused this great
change ; it is the success of that branch of industry that bas lined Gloucester barbor with wharves, warehouses and packing
establishments, fironm the Fort e" O kes Cove." It is thue fisheries that have built up Rocky Neck and Eastern Point, and
caused ward 3 (Gravel H1Il and Prospect Street) to show nearly ail the gain in population from 1870 to 1875."

This is the testiiony of the organ of the Gloucester fishermen. • I might consume a great deal of your time
in similar quotations. I turn your attention now to this book which was quoted by my learned friends on the
other side, this book of Mr. Adais upon "Th'el Eishrliuie.s and the Mississippi." At page 204 this language is
used under the lhead of lishing liberties and their values

0f these ten thousand men, and f their wives and children, the cod fishieries, if I may be allowed the expression,
were the daily bread-their property-t! ir subsistence. To lhow many thousands more were the labours and the dangers
of their lives subservient ? Their gaie' as not only food and raimient to tiiemselves, but to millions of other human beings.

There is something in the very occupation of fishernen, not only beneficent in itself but noble and exalted in the
qualities of which it requires the.habitual exercise. i conmon with the cultivators of the soil, their labours contribute to
the subsistence of nankimd, and they have the mnerit of'continnal exposure to danger, superadded to that of unce:ising toi].
Iniustry, frngality, patience, perscverance, fortitude, intrepidity, souls inured to perpetual conflict withî the eleînents, and
bodies steeled with unremitting action, ever grappling with danger, and familiar with death: these are the properties to
which the fisherman of the occan is formed by the daily labours of his life. These are the properties for which lie who
knew what was in man, the Saviour of mankind, sought His first, and found His most faibhful, ardent, and undaunted dis-
ciples among the fishermnen of Ilis country. In the deadliest rancours of national wars, the examples of latter ages have
been frequent of exempting, by the commoni consent of' the most exasperated enemies, fishermen from the operaton of
hostilities. In ou treaties with Prussia, they arc expressly included among thie classes of men " Ilhose occupations are for
the common subsistence and benefit of mankind;" with a stipulation,.that in the event of war between the parties, they shail
be allowed to continue their employmnent without nolestation. Nor is tieir devotion to their country less conspicuous than
their useliness to thei kind. While the huntsmuan of the ocean, far froi bis native land, froin is family, and his
fireside, pursues, at the constant hazard of life, his gaie upon the bosoin of the deep, the desire of his heart, is
b ftle nature of' bis situation ever intently turned towards his home, his childi en, and bis country. To be
lest to them gives their keenest edge to lis fears to return with the fruits of' lis labours to them is the object of all
bis hopes. By no men upon earth have these qualities and dispositions been more constantly exemplified than by the
fisiermnen of New Engiland. Fromn the proceeds of theirI " prilons and hardy indhustry," the vaine of three millions of'dollars
a iear, foi' five yeors preceding 1808, wa:s addel to the exports of the United States. This was s )mulcit of national wealth
created by the fishery. With what branch of the whole body of our commerce was this interest unconnected? Into what
artery or vein of our political body did it not circulate wholesomne blood ? To what sinew of our national arm did it not
impart firmnness and energy ? We are told that they were ":znnwdly decreasing in number: " Yes ! they had lost their
occupation by the war; and vlher were they tuiring the %war? Tiey wer'e upon the ocean and upont the lakes, fighting the
battles of their cotintry. Turn back to the records of your ievolution-ask Samnel Tucker,i htimself one of'the n mnber ; a
living example of the character coinion to them ail, what vere the fishermnen of' New Englanl, in the tug 'of war for
Independence ? Appeal to the heroes of aci our naval wars-ask the vanquishiers of Algiers and Tripoli,-ask the redeemers
of your citizens from the chains or servitude, and of' your nation froin the humiliation of' annnal tribute to the barbarians of
Afica-call on the champions of Our last struggles with, Britain-ask Huli and Bainbridge, ask Stewart, Porter and
Macdonough, what proportion of New England fishermnen were the companions of their victories, and sealed the proudest of
our vietories with their blood ; and then listen if yon cn, to bi, toid thmat the unofending citizens of the West were not at all
benefitted by the fishing privilege; and that the few firmen in a riemote quarter, -were entirely exemptfrom the danger.

But we are told ais that " b' far the greatest part of the fish taken by our fishermen before the present war was
cauglht in ihe open sea, or upon our own coasts, and.cured on our own siores." Titis assertion is, like the rest, e'rroneous.
• The shore fislîery is carried on in vessels of less than twenty toits burthen, the proportion of which, as appears by Suy-
bert's Statistical Annals, is about one-sevenith of the whole. Witlh regard to the comparative value of the Bank, and
Labrador fisheries, I subjoin lhereto, information collected from several persons, acquainted with thei, as their statements
will show in their minutest details."

I know of no language that can more forcibly brincg home to the Commission the value of this fishery. If
the eloquent language that I have quoted coutained a tittle of tthe truth, then this fishery is the nursery of the
Amnerican Naval Marine. The future mairitimue defenders of their country are to be found amongst the bold and
fearless men who prosecute Lîhese fisheries, and aimngst them alone. Froi the fishing vessels of Anierica sprang
those maritime defenders of lier flag,.who maintainied with uinlaunted bravery the honor of their country in the last
war with England, and froin the Same source motîst be drawn those who doubtless would Io so again if, unfor-
tunately another war should arise between the two countries. Yet, whiîen we speak of such a fishery as this, wo


