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and Marblehead united. Nearly 400 fishing schooners are owned at and fitted from the port of Gloucester, by 39 firms,
ﬁnd the annual sales of fish are said to be between $3,000,000 and $4,000,000, all distributed from here by Gloucester
ouses.

THE COMMERCIAL WHARVES.

The wharves once covered with molasses and sugar hogsheads, ae now covered with fish (lakes, and the odors of
the “ sweets of the tropics” have given place to  the ancient and fish-like smells” of oil and dried cod ; the few sailors of
the Commercial Marine have been sncceeded by five thousand fishermen drawn from all the Maritime quarters of the
globe ; and the wharves that were the wouders of our boylood days are actually swallowed up in the splendid and capa-
cious piers of the present day, so much have they been lengthened and widened,

THE SALT TRADE.

For many years after the decline of the Surinam trade, hardly a large vessel was ever seen at Gloucester, and many
persons thought that nevermore would a majestic ship be seen cutering this capacivus and splendid seaport. But never in
the palmiest days of Gloucester’s forcign trade, were such immense vessels seen as at the present day.  Ships of 1500 tons
(as hig as six William and Henry’s) sailed into Gloucester harbor from Liverpool and Cadiz, and came into the wharves
without breaking bulk. and also laid afloat at low water. More than forty ships, harques, brigs and schooners of from 400
to 1400 tons, laden with salt alone, have discharged at this port the present year, and also the same number last year. The
old, venerable port never presented such a forest of masts as now can be seen; sometimes six ships and barks at a time,
besides innumerable schooners.

TPE CITY OF GLOUCESTER OF 1875 AND THE TOWN OF 1825

What a contrast is presented as a ship enters the harbor now, with what was presented in 1823,  The little rusty, wea-’
ther-beaten village, with two “ meeting houses” and a few dwellings and wharves gathered around them; two or three
thousand people with $500,000 property, was all that Gloucester then was, as near as we can ascertain, Now the central
wards, without suburban districts, contain 14,000 people, with $9,000,000 valuation.

The article continues in this fashion :—

“ Five Banks with nearly $2,000,000 capital in them (including Savings); and this increase Las arisen, not from foreign
commeree, but from the once despised and insignificant fisheries.

It will be secn by a review of the listory of Gloucester, that a foreign commerce did not build the town up in population
or wealth ; that from 1825 to 1830, its increase had been very small; but from 1850 to 1873, it has grown fromn 8,000 to
17,000 inhabitants, and its valuation from $2,000,000 to $9,000,000! It is the fisherivs that have mainly caused this great
change 5 it is the suceess of that branch of industry that has lined Gloucester harbor with wharves, warehouses and packing
establishments, from the Fort to © Oukes™ Cove.” It is the fisheries that have built up Rocky Neek and Eastern Point, and
caused ward 3 (Gravel Hill and Prospect Street) to show nearly all the gain in population from 1870 to 1875.”

This is the testimony of the organ of the Gloucester fishermen. - I might consume a great deal of your time
in similar quotations. I turn your attention now to this book which was quoted by my learned friends on the
other side, this book of Mr. Adams upon “The Fisheries and the Mississippl.” At page 204 this language is
used under the head of fishing liberties and their values i— ‘

“Of these ten thousand men, and f their wives and children, the cod fisheries, if I may be allowed the expression,
were the daily bread—their property—t! :ir subsistence. To how many thousands more were the labours and the dangers
of their lives subservient ?  Their game was not only food and raiment to themselves, but to millions of other human heings.

There is something in the very  occupation of fishermen, not only beneficent in itself but noble and exalted in the
qualities of which it requires the.habitual exercise. In common with the cultivators of the soil, their labours contrtbute to .
the subsistence of mankind, and they have the merit of continnal exposure to danger, superadded to that of uncensing toil.
Industry, frogality, patience, perseverance, fortitude, intrepidity, souls inured to perpetual conflict with the elaments, and
bodies steeled with unremitting action, ever grappling with danger, and familiar with death: these are the properties to .

- which the fisherman of the ocean is formed by the daily labours of his life. These are the properties for which He who
knew what was in man, the Saviour of mankind, sought His first, and found His most faithful, ardent, and undaunted dis-
ciples among the fishermen of His country. In the deadliest rancours of national wars, the examples of latter ages have
been frequent of exempting, by the ecommon consent of the most exasperated cnemies, fishermen from the operation of
hostilities.  In our treaties with Prussia, they are expressly included among the classes of men * whose occupations are for
the common subsisience and benefit of mankind ;¥ with a stipulation, that in the event of war between the parties, they shall
be allowed to continue their employment without molestation. Nor is their devotion to their country less conspicuous than
their usefulness to their kind. While the huntsman of the ocean, far from his native land, from his family, and his
fireside, pursues, at the constant hazard of life, his game upon the bosom of the deep, the desire ot his heart, is
by the nature of his. situation cver intently turned towards his home, his childien, and his country. To be
lost #o them gives their keenest cdge to his fears; to return with the fruits of his labours to them is the object of all
bis hopes.” By no men upon eurth liave these qualities and dispositions been more constantly exemplified than by the
fishermen of New England.  From the proceeds of their ¢ perilons and hardy induastry,” the value of three millions of dollars
a year, for five years preceding 1808, was added to the exports of the United States.  This was s» munch of national wealth
crented by the fishery.  With what branch of the whole body of our commmerce was this interest unconnected.? Into whas
artery or vein of our political body did it not eirculate wholesome blood? To what sinew of our national arm did it not
impart firmness and energy ? We are told that they were “annually decreasing in number: ” Yes! they had lost their
occupation by the war; and where were they during the war?  They were upon tiie ocean and upon the lakes, fighting the
battles of their conntry. Turn back to the records of your revolution—ask Samuel Tucker, himselt one of the number ; a
living example of the chavacter common to them all, what were the fishermen of New KEngland, in thé tug of war for
Independence? Appeal to the heroes of all ournaval wars—ask the vanquaishers of Algiers and Tripoli,—ask the redeemers
of vour citizens from the chains of servitude, and of your nation from the humiliation of annual trlbute to the barbarians of
Africa—call on the champions of our last struggles with Britain—ask Hull and Bainbridge, ask - Stewart, Porter and
Macedonough, what proportion of New England fisherinen were the companions ‘of their victories, and sealed the proudest of
our victories with their blood; and then listen if you can; to he told that the unoffending citizens of the West were not at all
benefitted by the fishing privilege; and that the few fishermen in a remote quarter, were entirely exempt from the danger.

* But we are told also that “ by far the greatest part of the fish taken by our fishermen before the present war was
caught in the open sea, or upon our own coasts, and.cured on our own shores.” This assertion is, like the rest, erroneous,

The shore fishery is carried on in vess:ls of less than twenty tons burthen, the proportion of which, as appears by Sey-
bert’s Statistical Annals, is about one-seventh of the whole. With regard to the comparative value of the Bank, and
Labrador fisheries, 1 subjoin hereto, information collected from several persons, acquainted with them, as their statements
will show in their minutest details.” ‘ s

~ Ikuow of no language that can more forcibly bring liome to the Commission the value of this fishery. If
the eloquent language that I have quobed contaiued a sittle of the truth, then this fishery is the nursery of the
American Naval Marine.  The future maritime defenders of their country are to be found amongst the bold and
fearless men who prosecute these lisheries, and amongst them alone.  From the fishing vessels of America sprang
those maritime defenders of her flag, who maintained with undaunted bravery the honor of their country in the last
war with England, and from the same source must be drawn those who doubtless would do so again if, unfor-
tunately another war should arise between the two countries.  Yet, when we speak of such a fishery as this, we



