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HE labors and achievements of thelinavigators

and explorers, who vifited our coafts between

t e laft years of the fifteenth and the early years

-of the feventeenth centun'es, were naturally

enough not fully appreciated by their contemporaries, nor

were their relations to the future growth of -Europea'n

interefts and races on this continent comprehended in

the age in which they lived. Numberlefs events in whiclx

the-y were aâorý, and perfonal charaderiflics which

might have illuftrated and enriched their hiflory, were there-

fore never placed upon record. In intimate conneélion'

with the career of Cabot, Cartier, Roberval, Ribaut, Lau-

donniere, Gofhold, Pring, and Smith, there were vaft do-

mains of perfonal incident, and interefling fa& over which

the waves of oblivion have paffed forever. Nor has Cham-

plain been more fortunate than the reft In fludying his life

and charaâer, we conftantlyfinding ourfelves longing to

know much where we are permitted to know but little. His

early


