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DION AND THIE SYBILS
By Miles Gerald Keon

À CLASSIC CHIRISTIAN NOVEL.

No reader indeed of competerit ac- with marbie, there brcast-plated witl

quirements would fail to find bis trouble gold, its half-Greek, haif-Roman ardui

and curiosity rewarded were lhe to iook tecture capriciously and fancifully vari

at the private Basic edition of the Sibyl- ed by the ornate genius of the Asiatil

line Oracles, published in 1544, by John builders whom Herod, the Idumaear

Oparinus in that town, and edited by had eînployed, were of a character t(

Xystus Bethuleius. It contains that arrest the least curjous eye, and to fil

mnost wonderful acrostic which became the most stupid and indifferent spectii

a subject of critical disquisition witb a tor with astonishmeflt and admiratior

host of great thinkers and celebrated And yet this was but the second templ(

authors during four successive centuries ý how inferior to, how different fror

after the generation whcrein Dionysius the frst!

is represented by us as telling Paulus . Underneath him,' fair Jeru

his opinions. We allude to the acrostic salem,

beginning "Idrosi de chthon Krioeos The Holy ('ity,,lifted high lier towers

semneion ot'esai " And higlier yet the gloricins templi

This acrostîc Lactanitius unhesitating- reared

lY identifies with the saine concerning Her pie far-off appearing like a moun

Which Cicero (wlio rendered its meaflifg 0f alabaster, tipt with golden spires.'

80 far as lie understood an enigmaVto be This wns Mount Moriali, the hul

1 sOlved by the event aloiie) defended the God on the left, as the Roman genena

Sibyls from the charge of utteriflg sense- gazed, facing westward, was Mour

less or random oracles. Saint Augustine Zion, the cty of David,.nQw the palac

Of Hippo translated it (and his version of Ilerod the tetrarcli, encompassed b,

survives); Theophilus (seventh bishop the mansions of Hebrew nobles.

Of Antioch, dating from St. Peter); St. "Here I stand at last, " thouglit Pau

Justin, philosopher and martyr; Origen lus, "after s0 many checkered fortunee

(seventli book, ag. Celsus, p. 516); Eu- looking down upon the moqt beautîful

8ebjus (chap. 18), and ether weighty the most dazzling, and the Most myste

authorities, ail treat this',acrostie as nious of citiesl To sec Rome thus ma:

identicai with the one discussed by be the lot of an cagle as it soars ovex il

icero and by Varro before the birth of but lias neyer been granted to h\imai

Our~ Redeemer. Natalis Alexander ai'- eyes. And even dould Rome bc viewe,

epts the samne position. That alI this in this way, it would want the unityc

Was a "pious fraud," invented three whiteness. Ah! strange city! Won

hundred years afterward, is an explana- drous Mount of Zion! wondrousHill û

tion which our readers would nlt thank Moyiah! wonderful temple! Not templ

Us here for discussing; but whicli, were of Jupiter or of Venus, Or of Janus,o

this the proper place, and were we sure of this or that nonèer or hiera, bu

Of carrying with us the attention of Temple, sayýthey, Of Gqdlfr he tem~pl

those for whose satisfaction we are of Godl 3hat asQund-their.erdshaVE

Wnting, we beieve we couid demon- Wliat a scund! Homer's Iiad from bE

strate toelie historically and critically ginning te end is not 80 sublime as thi

U1tentat sitmylteinta ee one phrase, this tremendous an4 dread

Bf thactîspela hiiiol leseLor'sullappellation.And there it stands,flani

ofthe nameos asll on lsedLrd ing against the morning sun, in grec
twonaies al don the lines, like a marbie beIow, in white marble abovg

golden fringe, and relate lis life and in breast-plates and pinnaclès of go1è

death in the text, darkly and briefly. too proud to receive even liglit withou

We will quit the subject hy merely ask- rcpayment, and flinging fioods of

ing if it is a plous fraud thait the Sibyls back,. And this is the land of the pr(

Predicted afledeemer of mankind, born phets whom I have at laet read; yond(

Of a Virgîn, just about to appear? Wliat beyond the wall, northi l Jeremiah

ITean the well known lines in the 4tli gro"to'! This,,te, lis the age,.the t4nm

eclogue of Virgil- the day, the hour, to wbihiçh.tley a

"IiUtima Cumaei venit jam carmîinis point, wben the God of1 whom the

atas; speak, andi of wli the Sibyls also Bar,

amredit et Virgo. "? is to corne down into a visibly ruined an

If ws afiaterr ofhîspatonscorrupted worid, and to performi thg
IfVirgil wsafatrro i arn which to do is in itself surely God-like.

Wverc the Sibylàsus? Was their meaning "But one thing is dark evenin t.

the saine as that of Viroil 's politeness? glooms of mystery. How can a G

This brief digression was essentiai to suffer?-be tliwaried, be overcome,j

'the issue of our preserit narrative. to east apparently s, by is own creatur,
Wheh we now return. and these the very woret of them. Whj

-Paulus and bis mother were enter- can these cries of grief and liorror whi(
tained hospitably, as was usual amoflg the prophets utter mea?"
the Athenians, and "ctasted sat" in As Paulus thus mused, lialf-pronoui

ev'ery house which they would care te cinig now and then ini words the though

enter. They took a littie villa- near we have sketdhed, and hundreds up(

Athens, wliere Dionysius, and a lady hundreds of siînilar thouglits, whichv
caled Damarais, who had known Aglais spare to record, some one passed hi.

When both were girls passed most of going down the Mount of Olives, and

their evenings in witty and Wse conver- passîng looked at him; and until Pauli

sation during many peaceful years. died lie neyer ceased to sec that glane
Paulus was'now past thirty-eiglit, and and ini dying lie eaw it yet, and witih

had neyer felt tempted to marry or for- smile tlianked lis Maker that lie saw

gotten the Syrian girl wlio had refused then also-especially then.
tO sliare lis fortunes when tliey began. The person who thus passed our lie
te) dawn so splendidly. He liad studied was more than six feet in heiglit.1

the, "hloy books" whîdli Esther liad was fair in complexion. His hair w

etated to bc tlie cause of lier refusai, and liglt auburn, and large ocks of it fi

there lie found flt only a religion and a witli a natural wave and return ut.'

0ode of morals wortliy of the namie, but, lis neck. His head was bare. E

above all, tlie long series of predictions dreas was the long, fiowing robe of t:

eoncerning hinm wlo was to embrace ahi Jews girdled at the waist, and as Paul

1'ations ia one fiock, and abolish sudh afterward fancied, tlie colon of it iv

bariers as lad sundered hlm so cruelly red. Hie was in the bloom of hife. C

',"o)I the love of lis youtli.liero could sec, as this person passe

At ast somne change of scene and oc- tliat lie was the veny perfection of healt
MPation became necessary to hm, and beauty, vigor, eegance, and of ail t

ýÎ85 yearning emembrance determined faculties of pliysicah liumanity, a]

the direction in whicl. it sliould be made. even the odd, and strange, and wil

Trhe rnother and son said adieu to Dion- and sonmwlot mysterious thouglit fias

Ymius, te Damanais, and to Athens, anid ed tlirougli Paulus 'sUiifd.

etabanked in a Cretan vessel for Syia. «' My God" thouglitlhe, "if tI.

wene a new Adarn to, be created, te
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