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would be anly the members of the Church of Engiuudi Lastly, if schism did meun separation-from the
that he would call: woukd it not bo that great malti- { Chitreh of England, one would hardly eapect to find
tude which no man ¢an number, of oil nations aud kin- | thoughtful men and staunch Charchmen secking op-
dreds, and people, and tongtes and geets, aud eras, who | portunities for spivitual consunion and fellowship in

are wited by faith to the Saviour!  Is it not cortam
that that Church woukd not e conterminns s with any
earthly or visible organizarien, but *‘»s long as the
ages, as wide as tho poles, as broad as the charity of
God, inchading all in heaven or earth who hold the
Head?” and if this would be true in the event of the
Archangel’s trumpet sonnding to-morrow, it must be
true to-day while He tarries; and in not reengnizing it,
and in considering uny of his own fo be outside the
pale of his Body beeause they walk vot with us, winle
they cast ont devils in his nawe, it is woe nwhoare guilty
of the sin of schism and ot obuy,

e it not certain
amengst the most lastrions for learning, piety, and
devotedness, and manifestly in Christ by faith, bave
been and are in Dissenting communities! Do we deny
that they are in Christ? I we do, how do we account
for the manifold fruits of the Spivit which they exhib-
it? I we do not, then to hein Christ s to be m the
Holy Cathotic Chareh. and to be @ member of his Body
and if this is the case. the only severance from the
Chureh 1s threugh the severnee of the souls trust in
Chuist, and he only is 2 schismatic who ceases to be
Christ’s:"” and the idea that the sin of schism is separ-
ation from the visthle communion of the Church of
Eugland, when weighed in the balances of the sanctu-
ary, and tested by the Word of God is found wanting,
and may. without luss, be consivued ta the limbu of
explodesi fullacies.

I wauld not he misunderstond 1o imply that 1 see no
distinetion beiween the Church of England and the
sects around her. 1 have no hesttation in saying that
1 hnow no arganization calling itself a Chureh to com.
pare with the Church of England.  But, nevertheless
i am counstrained to believe that there 13 & bond of
spiritual union which far overreaches and transcends
the boundanes of the Thurch of England, and that
thousands who are descended from thoss who in days
gone by, conscientiously sepamted from the Church of
England, though they are not in communion externally
wit%x us, are yot built into that spiritual fabric of which
Christ 1s the chief corner stone, which is the BHaly
Cathalic Church, and cannat therefore be stigmatized
as schismatics.

I wauld therefore plead with my fellow-Churchmen
t« believe that rigidity is never » sign of life; bigotry
is never effective spirtual force: and as to the ming-
ling together in the Lord’s nawe of Churchmen and
Dissenters, and the interchange of puipits between
them, it is not spiritually healthy any more than it is
acclestastically expedient for us Churchmen to busy
ourselves in needlessly defining the limits of orthodoxy.
I am convinced in the depths of my soul that the di-
rection in which the Holy Ghost is workiug in this our
day is against exclusiveness, and in the direction of the
freest spiritual communion between those who differ as
to methods, creeds, aud definitions of the faith; and no
English Churchman does credit to himself, or honorto
his Church, by speaking superciliously of godly Dissen-
ters, by calling them heretics and schismatics, and re-
fusing to receive the word of Gud from their lips, when

it is manifest they are doing, and doing well, nearly*

half the Christian work of this cauntry.

that hundreds of those who are’

Christinn activity with them.  The late Avchbishop of
i Canterbury (page 14 of his last charge) says, *ftas our
%duhy when we ean to eultivate friendly relations with
iDissantors while wo look fur oceasions in which, not-
: withstanding our ditferencea, we way act touether,

The British aml Foveign Bitile Soctety, which may
he termed almost w Dissentine Saeiety. containg mmong
Vits Viee-Presidents nearly every Bishop of the Church

of Brgdand,  When the Chureh Comgress met in Lei-

cester. the Noncomfounist misisters sent a deputa-

“hion to the assembled clergy weleoming thew m the

ame of the Lord, and they were cordially met and ad-
dressed in terms of brotherly kinduess by the Bishop
of Peterboro; and the same amenities took place at the
, Church Cangress last autumn at Portsmouth., Quite
i recently, when the Congregational Union met at  Bris-
iwl, the Jeading clergy waited upon them while in con-

ference, with greetiugs and congratulativns; and we all
know that the Revised Version of the New Testament
'ig the joint work of Churchmen and Dissenters.
z What then is schism? Schism, true schi;sm, Gpd-
i ward, is the severance of the soul’s trust in Christ;
he therefore is a schismatic who cuts himself off fram

Christ. Manward it is the want of soul love between
members of the same external budy, and also the ab-
sence of charity botween spiritual members of the one
body of Christ, cven though not in the same external
community. When we pray in the Church of England
Litany agsinst schism we are obviously referring not to
Dissenters, but to the separating cancers of our own
Church, to the malicious religious partizanship so com-
mon among curselves, vur bemyg divided up nto par-
ties, factions (Gal. v. 20), under party names, with
representative newspapers ever stirring up internecine
warfare by veviling each other and heaping coutempt
upon each other’s beliefs. 1 have no veason from
shrinking from the admission that when fivst } came to
this town the bitierest misrepresentations and the se-
verest judgments came upon me, not from Noncom-
fornists but from those of my own communion. This
is *‘schism in the bady;” this is wounding to the heart
of Christ. Stillingfleet, speaking of the evils of divis-
ion, and of bitter party strife iu the same fold, suys,
“‘Let us not rend the scamiess robe of the Lord Jesus
by our undutiful and unseemly divisious.”

Whilst, therefore, 1 plead for an interchange of pul-
pits and a greater Jatitude for prayer aud spiritual com-
munion with Disseuters, believing that the Holy Cath-
olic Church, which is his Boay, transcends all human
sects, systems, and denonnations 1 consider that T am
guilty of no paradox, when, remembering the urgent
need for a truaer spirit of unity within the Chuareh of
Eugland herself, 1 am able ta throw my whole heart
into the supplication in the Litany, “from all schism
Good Lord deliver us.”

We have certain work to do for our heads, and that
18 o be done strenuously; ather wurk to do for onr e
Tight, and that is to be dene heartily: neither is to e
done by halves or shifts, but with a will: and what s
ot worth this effort is not to be doue at all.---Rus-
Tkin,




