
ARE WE AT THE LENOTIt 0F OUR TETHER? 4;

not many of onr churches who are able te afford un ample salary, and tuet_
sui supplezncentcd by our Missionary Society is nccssarily sueh, 'as to e bve
it stili sumali. LIcnce when a mnan is placed over a wenk cliurch in the hope
that lie will build theni up, lie bmas flot only to contend with a snînhi salary
but is left with littie hope of ineceasing it.; fur suîould lie be succcssful in iina.
proving the pecuniary condition of the chureli, rte first application of t3uel
iicased fXinds must bc te lessen or wipe eff the m-issionar y grant. The
hope of his means being improvcd is deferred, tlîrust indefinitcly fiurw-.rd into
the future.

Ls it to ho wondered ait, that, a more proniising opening attracts him away ?
Thus the badding hopes of the infant church are crushcd. A few such. dis-
aippoiîîtrnents, with long periods without a pastor between theai, 'wiIl do mucli
to lessen the prospects of sucli a churoli. Some of our weak churelies have
becn testcd with many such painful experiences. It is liard to find a man
who will deny himself to the extent required, and labour with a weak cliurch,
on an insufficient salary, whea as good a prospect of usefultiess is open te lii,
with a more ample support. Arc wo prcpared to pronounice an unqualified
condemnation on him?

After a time the Missionary Coxnmittee may succeed ia finding another
man te visit the littie flock se desertcd, Hie goes with, tho feeling that it is
sa experimnent, the church feel it is aun uncrtainty. Souie who bave been
seeking homes in other coagregations, hesitate te break up and go back to ait
experimtent which may 1cave theni agaiin in a few months like sheep without
a siephierd.

So the test is no a fair one. We cannot fairly test an opening tilt we can
give the people something like an assurance thiat tlîc cause is to be a pernma-
nent one. No cause eau be strong with a doubtful existence.

Every wreck of au abandoned chureh 'weakens the influence of the denom-
ination through the section of country in which it is found.

If tlien we are to be aggressive in CJanada-aad we must be if we are apos-
tolie.-we must wisely select our positions, and plant our mien down lctting
theui feci they are to bo sustained, letting our people feel that thcy need flot
be afraid to corne home, for we are not goiug to break up housekecping evcry
few xnonths, but that the ehurch is a settled fnct.

Our chance of success, humanly speaking, wiIl bo proportioned te the pros-
pect of the permanency of our causes. Where there h; denoininational rival-
ri, it la no uncommon thing-for our people to bo taunted with their wcak-ncss,
be told they cannot stand.

Our sites for missionary effort must be carefally chose», and then ia the
naine of tixe Lord we should set down our stakes, and fling our banner to the
breeze, aud let the feeling ho engendered that this is net an experîment. \Ve
Ehould usually select towas likely to, grow and become centres of population,
because in thora there will be more of our homelesa shoep found, arid because
there is more probability of helping rural districts fromn these centres, than
the reverse. Promising towns wherc wu bave already bec» should have- the
Precedence.

t will cost more at first te do this, but it is a waste of money te be longer
elperimenting. We 'want self-denying men for such posta, but ire mnust flot
tait their self-denial beyond endurance, nor be impatient of resuits.. IlRome
wus not built in a day."- W...X

Paris, Match 26th, 1808.
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