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MIGRATIONS 0F OUR BIRDS.

IT is generally knowvn that nearly ail our summer birds
leave in the fait, on the approachi of wintcr, to, seek xvarmer
regions, whcre their niatural food can be obtained, and wvhcre th~e
climate is more genial than our owvn.

But, it is a fact flot generally known that, year after year, our
birds return to the same locality, and the young to, the place of
their nativity. Snch, howvever, is the fact, whicli careful obser-
vation and repcated. experiment lias proved.

On the approachi of wintcr each différent species collect
together in fiocks, and, for a week or more, K-ccp together
auglinentingr their number by the addition of stragglers. When
the time for departure bias corne, the flocks ascend until they
reach ai southcrn air-current and mnove south, preccded and
fianked by thc old birds, who, kcep up a continuai chnirping or
calling fromn ail sides of the flock for the purpose, no doubt, of
protection, and to, inspire the youngcr birds -%vith confidence.

CLASSIFICATION 0F CANADIAN BIRDS.

ORNITJIIoLOOIS.1TS, have alrcady classificd seven hundred and
eight différent species of birds as belonging to North America,
of which over threc hundred are reg ular Canadian summer visi-
tors, a few species only reniainingy with us duringr the winter.

Our birds niay properly bc divided into six Orders, as follows:
Order I.-The Birds of IPrcy, includes the Eagles, Falcons,
Hawks, Buzzards, and Owls. Order II.-The Climbing Birds,
icludes the Cuckoos, Woodpeckcrs, Nuthatches, and C reepers.

Order III.-Perching Birds. This Order embraces the greatest
nubrof species, and includes the Robins> Sparrows, Thrushes,


