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The Preparation of a Lesson
BY BEV. A. V. ADDISON, B.A., B.D.

(This Is the first part of an admirable 
paper read at the North Bay 8.8. Con
vention. The second part will be given 
In our next number.—Ed.)

The preparation of a lesson must 
a dual process; first, a preparation of t 
lesson itself without any reference what
ever to the class; and second, a prepara
tion of the lesson as it Is to be taught.

I. THE LESSON ITSELF.
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new attention, until the complete nobility 
of Paul's speech, as being on the one hand 
a comprehensive defence of his conduct, 
and on the other an earnest preaching of 
Christ, so possess us that the heart beats 
raster and a new shining Is in our eyes. 
Surely this is a wonderful lesson!
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am not In this pleading for accuracy 
of scholarship, or for any long hours of 
painstaking study of difficult and tedious 
books. I am enly pleading for the earnest 
reading and the careful study of the Eng
lish Bible In the Revised translation as 
If It were a serious business,— 
against the flippant reading of a passage 
when half asleep as a task that Is to be 
done as quickly as possible that we may 
get to bed and the land of forgetfulness, 
—or the rapid reading of the Sabbath 
School lesson and then a headlong plunge 
Into the Lesson Helps. Is this Inspired 
Word never to bear any message, to the 
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Through the lack of this study 
Bible has never become to many of 
living book. It is a dead book 
written In dead languages. It Is written 
about folk that are all dead. It Is ns 
dead and as uninteresting as If It were 
written only about the Dead Hea and the 
pillar of salt, of the valley of dry bones, 
or the tears of Jeremiah.
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pa Is a man of wood, Paul a doll stuffed 
with sawdust, and the whole teaching 
but a sort of solemn Punch and Judy 
show. It has been robbed of all life.

On the other hand where could one find 
a lesson that throbs with Intenser life?-— 
the blaze and glory of the court, with 
Festus and King Agrippa and Bernice 
present ; the ensigns, and the insignia of 
their office and position; the pretorium 
with its severe decoration and Its high 
celling; the scarred soldiers In their 
armour; the secretaries, the chief men of 
the city; all In holiday garb because of 
the Queen’s presence. And over against 
this pomp and show is the little short
sighted man, surrounded by his Jailors, 
a man whose bodily appearance was at all 
times contemptible, but now, pale with 
two years' Imprisonment, doubly so. But 
when he speaks all eyes are upon him. 
He tells of the manner of his life, of its 
constraining motives. Its dominating
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by the teacher, there must be no intrud
ing thought that this lesson Is prepared 
for a class. There must be here no blind 
leading of the blind, no teaching of what 
seems to be so, or of what others have 
thought to be so. No matter what seas 
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I o Some Problems of the Primary 
Class

MBS. COYNE, LEA MINI,TON, ONT.Kin'll
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To this task we do not give sufficient 

heed. Our very faith In the simplicity of 
the Bible message may lead us astray.
Some of the needs of life are so pressing 
and so obvious, and the application of 
the Bible to them is so plain, that we are 
satisfied when we secure this easy result.

But is Paul, with his deep insight into 
the plans and purposes of God, with his 
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the things that are in heaven and that 
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