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BRITAIN'S FOOD SUPPLY IS LOW
DUE TO BAD HARVEST. NOT SUBS

Farmers Guaranteed Minimum Prices for Six Years on Wheat;

Oats, Potatoes, and Farm Laborer’'s Wage Raised.

compel landowners to cultivate their

A despatch from London eays:
Premier Lloyd George said in a speech ground
in the House of Commons on Friday The minimum wage for farm labor
that lho ultimate success of the allied unnounced by Mr. Lloyd George, 25
cause depended on the ability to solve shilllugs a week, represents an
the tonnage shortage, which was now  crease of 50 to 80 per cent. over
affecting the ordinary needs of the Ppresent previ iling payment
nation and military exigencies. The| Brewing will be cut down
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Three Sets of Measures
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The opinfon’ was expressed b)
Premier that food prices were not like
ly to decrease for= long time after the
war, inasmuch as Germany would then
be a heavier purchaser than ever ba
fore. Therefore it was safe grant
to the farmers a minimum price over
a definite period of which
the only way to brh
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8 2d “Farmers can increase even now
reds of thousands of tons for this
year,” said Premier Lloyd " George,
“the food cupplies of the country. If
ail the plans are carried out very
congiderable quantity of tonnage will
be saved, but future tonnage is urgent-
ly needed The French Ambassador
hus been here begging for more ships,
and the Italian Ambassador has just
left after making the same request
“We need an immediate and sub-
stantial saving of tonnage. Let
come down -ruthlessly on imports
which are’ not essential. It is idle
to suggeést that we who are comfort
a' le at home should not be prepared
|to surrender thc things unnecessary.”

CANADIAN RECORD FOR RAIDS
BEATEN BY THE LONDON TROOP
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New Zealanders Entered German Lines South of Armentieres |

to-a Depth of 300 Yards.

which preceded the raid. Forty-four
prisoners were brought back by them
This is but one of the successful
raids carrvied out. The London troops
set a new high record for raids
bringing back 120 prisoners

A despatch from British Head-'
quarters in France says:—Further
details regarding the successful raid
made by the New Zealand troops
south of Armentieres show that they
entered the German lines to a depth ' Ploegsteert. The Canadians
of 300 yards and remained there for viously held the record of 100.
balf an hour, wrecking dugouts and | men from Canada say they are
various trench works. ,umlned to exceed the bag of

. They found the enemy supp lines | | Lond
full of dead from the bomb.rdnent is ended.
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VERDUN EFFORTS
SERIOUS REVERSE

Hindenburg Issues Statement
Censuring German Losses
in Memorable Conflict.

Reuter’s correspondent at British

o
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s before the raiding season!

| Headquarters in France says a copy|
‘uf an order issued by Field Marshal |
von Hinderberg has come into the pos-
session of the British forces. In part,!
the order says:

“The operations at Verdun from[
(Nluhex to December resulted in seri-|
ous and regrettable reverses. Incap-
able officers must be ruthlessly remov-
ed. The number of prisoners, which
was unusually large for German
troops, some of whom evidently sur-
rendered \\ll,bul)' serious resistance, or
without sufferthg heavy shows
the mor of come of er-p.\ en-
gaged was low.’
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ARREST MEMBERS
OF SINN FEIN ORDER

Men Released From Internment

Camps in England Again

in Custody.
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( vay on Thursday night a promin-
ent member of the Oughterard Dis
trict C » prominent Athenry
merchant were arrested. Among
those arrested in Dublin, the despatch
says, are Councillor 8. F. Kelly, J. J
O'Kelly, editor of the Catholic Bul-
letin; Darrel Figgis, a well-known
writer, and Captain Liam Mellowes
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FOOD CONTROLLE
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TO DIE.
A -despatch from London
following brief item in the Time
one of many sad stories: “A verdiet |
| of death from tuberculosis, accelerat-
| ed by privations and unsuitable food
Iuhllv a prisoner-of-war in Germany,
|'was returned at the inquest on Joseph
Wright, age ), private in a Lincoln
regiment, who died at a military hos- | al
pital on Tuesday. Wright was form-
erly a butler in Chester. He was
slightly unded taken prisoner |
at Loos. as a prisozer-of-war in|
| Gern ranghs before being
sent to d. where he arrived
in a terril] inted condition.”
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750,000 PRISONERS
AS FARM LABORERS
\ despatch from Amsterdam says
Germany is, employing 750,000 war
prisoners as farm laWorers, according
to a Berlin despatch to the Rheinische
Westfaelische Zeitung, which quotes
General Groener, head of the Army
Feeding Department. General Groe-
ner's statement was made before the
Richstag committee which is co-oper- |
ating in carrying out the provisions of |
the civil service law. He
stated additional war prisoners |

national
that

would be put to work in the agricul-|

and that in occupied
garrisons  would

and harvest work.

tural districts
territories the
Spring sowing
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WORKMEN IN PIRAEUS
START FOOD RIOTS.

An Athens despatch to Reuter's
says that food riots among workmen
at Piraeus has led to the closing of |

shops and the Custom house. The |
nuuny_r started at a meeting for the
distribution of a fund raised by pub-
lie, subseription for relief of the unem-
ployed. The mob looted a number of
grocer and butcher shops, and a large
number of avrests were made before
order was restored.-

do |

| British in  France,
Feb. via London, Feb, 26.-—On one
| portion of the British front at least

Headquarters

25,

| the war to‘day becamé a war of move-
ment.  Under cover of fog and mist,
which have been particularly heavy in
the past 48 hours, the Germuns car-
ried out the greatest retirement they
have made on the western front in the
last and the British have

pessession of Pys, Serre,
and Petit Miraumont, in
famous Butte de Warlen-
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THE GREATEST GERMAN
RETREAT IN TWO YEARS

Under Cover of Fog and Mist Heavy Guns Had Been Withdrawn
To New Defence Line.

mans haye determined to fix their next
line of resistance.

Nevertheiess 1t can be stated that
the British now, or soon, will be in
a position possibly to force the eva-
cuation of Bapaume, whiclh has been
the key to the German position since
the beginning of the battle of the
Somme. The points which already
have fallen into the British hands have
stood out in the history of the fight
ing on this front and had been most
stubbornly defended. Only a week
ago, when the British attacked on a 2-
mile front and south of Mirau-
mont and Pys, the German resistance

bitter and the high ground d« d
was won only after desperate hand-to-
hand encounters and the taking of
more than 800 Germans prisoner
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PRUSSI \\ SOLDIERS

FIG "l BAVARIANS |
30 hilled and 200 Wounded at Bever-
Belgium,

!

loo

A despatch from Lond says:
Thirty Bavarian and Prussian
soldiers were killed and 200 wounded
the result a quarrel wkich re-
ulted in a fight last week, according
to the Maastricht, Holland, newspaper, |
Nouvelles. The trouble took place |
, Belgium.
-—
17,000 KRUPP WORKERS
ARE OUT ON STRIKE|
S !
| A despatch from Amsterdam
' —The frontier correspondent of the
Telegraaf says that a strike in the
Krupp works at Essen involving
17,000 workmen, has been in progress
for a fortnight. The men, the cor-
respondent declares, demanding
higher wages and increaseed food ra-
tions. Many of the strikers he adds,
have been sent to the front
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NEUTRALS

A despatch from London says

{ It is officially announced that the port maining are homeless and

of Plymouth has been closed until fur
| ther notice to all ships except those of
! the allies Other vessels entering
th
defence of the realm regulations and

e to dr(enl ion,
>

HUNGER CLOSES WAR PLANTS.
Thousand Austrian Munition
Workers Reported Out

A despatch from London says: Re-
ports from neutral sources tell of in-
creasing suffering in Germiany and
| Austria as a result of the shortage of
coal and food. Six thousand muni-
tion workers in Austria have been!
forced to quit \vnrk because of hunger. |

In selecting laying hens look for a,
full. well developed breast and crop,
showing a large pocket in which to
carry the food supply. This indicates
strength and vigor and ability to con-
sume uuﬂ'iciem food to produce eggs. |

'LONDON LOYALLY K
VOLUNTARY

Supplies at Smithfield Market

l A despatch from London

| A return from the London Central

Markets states that the week before
lthe introduction rv' the voluntary ra-
| tioning scheme the supplies at Smith-
‘ﬂeld aggregated 6,895 tons. Last
| woek the second week of voluntary ra-
| tioning, the supplies totalled 5,057

SAays !

ltons, a decrease of 1,836 tons, nearly

{limits laid down by
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return, “be considered satisfuctory, as|
is indicated a diminished demand. The
principal distributive centre shows
that a large section of the
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ONTARIO T0 AD
BRITAIN IN WAR

The Government Will Brorow
$17,000,000 to Retire Bonds
Held in England.

A despatch from Toronto
The British Government has appealed
for financial' assistapce from the
Province of Ontario, and in respond-
ing to that appeal the Ontario Legis-
lature this session will pass legisla-
tion authorizing the Government to
borrow $17,000,000 to retire Ontario
Government bonds now held in Eng-
land. The announcement was made
by Hon. T. W. McGarry in the Legis-
lature during the course of his bud-
get statement on T'lllilwl;\j‘
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' DUMB SUFFERING
LYING BY THE ROAD

One-third of the Armenian Race
Has Been Massacred.

mn
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A despatch from New York says: —
One-third of the Armenian race has
been massacred or died from starva-
tion and disease since the European
war began, and one-half of those re-
dying in
cable message
famous E

exile, according to u
from' John Maseflel -
lish writer, made pu'\h( here Wednes-

y night by the American Commit-
tee for Armenian and Syrian Relief.
The message said in part:

“Far away as she is from the
ict, Armenia has suffered
war than has any devas
Europe She is like a
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LOPPING-OFF PROCESS

ON OFFICERS BEGUN

Large Number Struck From Pay List
| Till Needed or They Revert

A despatch from Ottawa says:—A
large number of commissioned of-
! ficers of all ranks in the Canadian Ex-
| peditionary Forces, both in Canada
"and in England, are now being struck
off the pay list and temporarily retir-
ed to civilian life untii their services
as officers are needed or until they de-
cide- to take non-commissioned rank
|and are willing to fight as privates.
There is a surplus of several thou-
fsunnl Canadians officers. at present
! either in Canada or in Great Britain.
| The Militia Department decided some-
time ago that war economy demanded
|a stopping of the creation of new of -
| ficers and the retirement of a large
| percentage of the supernumerary of-
ficers, many of whom have been draw-
|ing pay fnr months without any im-
mediate prospect of getting to the
front. It is_stated that there are
more than enough offi.ars now avail-
able in England to me=§ all expected
drafts for the spring and summer
campaign.




