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Constantinople Reports Fierce Attacks by Anglo- Sinking of Stmr. Persia in the Mediterranean One

french Troops — Berlin Paper Says Order|Most Ambmom Strategic A

Given to Launch Austre-German Attack on Al-
lied Armies in Greece.

Constantinople, Jan. 1, via Amster-
dam and London, Jan. 2.—Heavy fight-
fng continues along the Dardanelles
front still held by the Allies. An en-
_gagement in which the land and sea
forces of the invaders took pant is re-
ported by the war office in the fol-
lowing statement:

“Near Seddul Bahr, on the night of
December 30-31, there was active bomb
fighting. On our right wing and in
the centre violent fighting with artil-
leny and bombs lasted until morning.

“On the afternoon of December 31
we exploded two mines on our right |
sing. The epemy's artillery, assisted
by two crulsers, bombarded our tren-|
ches in the centre of our front. W
replied effectively,

“Our batterfies at the Narrows bom-
bamded the landing place at Seddul
Bahor and the neighboring camps. The
Frenoh battleship Suffren assisted by

mrpodo hoats, replied unsuccess-

‘Jat seaplanes attacked & and re-
2 hostile nropl.ne wiiich was

Londnn —-The
g post toduy publishes a report
rders have been given to the
man and Austrian troops in Serbia
advance into Greece and attack
fthe French and British. A Bucharest
despatch to the Monrgenpost credits
this statement to the Qutrou of Sofia.
It is said Germany has communicated
to Greece her desire to clear Greecian
territory of the Allied forces. The
German minister at Athens, the de-
spatch says, told Premier \kouloudls
the best interest of Greece demanded
the removal of the French and Brit-;
i8l, inasmuch as in the existing cir-
pumstances Greece would be exposed
$0 danger from the troops of the Cen-
tral Powers, which have been ordered
o pursue the Allies on Greek terri-
tory.

Nul\ey Bombarded, Two Inhabitants
Killed

Paris, Jan. 2—The following report

was given out by the war office today:

“In the Vosges there was great ac-
tivity on the part of our artillery in
the vicinity of Muhibach.

“During the afternoon a long range
gun of the enemy discharged about
ten projectiles at Napicy, and its en-
vironments, Two inhabitants were
killed and seven wounded slightly.
The material damage was small. The
gun which discharged these shots was
immediately attacked by us.”

The official Belgian communication
gi\en out today is as follow

“There was violent artillery fighting
over the front of the Yser and along
the front at Yperle. Our batteries
’snenced the hostile artillery near
{ Mercken and dispersed a detachment
of infantry near Poesele.”

Central Powers Linked Tegether
Armies By Railway

Amsterdam, via London, Jan. 2—
The bridge across the River Save,
near Belgrade, was opened Thursday,
according to a telegram from Vienna,
and direct rallway = communication
was thus re-established between the
Central Powers u& Bum and Tur-

sd-hed at the openhzx ceremony and
afterward visfted Belgrade, where the
normal life of the city has been re
sumed, most of the inhabitants hav-
ing returned. The archduke later vis
ited King Ferdinand of Bulgaria, at
Semendria.

A Joint Protest.

Crippling Germanic Arm
Sucgess Will Menance V

Turkey— Victorious on

“London, Jan. 2.—The Russians have. ‘G@ptureo
northeast of Czernowitz, Bukowina; ac
patc to Reuters Telegram Company from
hundred and seventy prisoners fell into

Russians.
London, Jan. 2-—Russia’s campaign in
the most important vigible war activity. From
manian frontier, over a front of at least threg hi
Russian force with a great appearance of cont
hammer blows at the opposing forces, gwhich, §
totals at least a million and a half men.
Petrograd still claims considerable succeys i
the campaign, and despatches emphasize the gxc
plies and munitions which Russia laid up for
period of comparative passivity.
Some London observers, speculating on M
rabia move, hail it as one of the most amb
the beginning of hostilities, and predict
tempt to break the backbone of th
across the Balkans. Thus one coritic

“The"
Gt aten, ot ok 1 O

peninsula. If they-succesd, 'rurkcy will be wbdu-d' and the vitals of
Austria-Hungary menaced.”

Nothing Official From Roumania
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MUST SERVE TIME AS
RECRUITS BEFORE CAN
SECURE COMMISSION

London, Jan. 2, 7.51 a. m~—~The
War Office afinounces that hereaf-
ter commissions as officers will be
granted only to men who have
completed their course as recruits,
and that preference will be given
to men who have served with the
expeditionary force.

This order, which presumably
will apply to all units organized Wun-
der the compulsory system, is ex.
pected to make possible more rapid
training of troops, as well as to in-

of Most Cold-Bleoded Crimes in Records of
Hun Submarine Warfare—No Warning Given
and Vessel Sank in Few Minutes—Two Boat-
leads of People Drawn Down by Suction of

Sinking Steamer.

Bulletin—London, Jan. 2.—Reuters correspondent at Cairo, Egypt,
telegraphs that the British steamer Persia was torpedoed Thursday in
the Mediterranean without warfing and sank within a few minutes,

: AMERICAN CONSUL AMONG VICTIMS,

Bulletin—Washington, Jan, 2.—Advices to the State Department to.
day from American Consul Garrels at Alexandria, Egypt, indicate that
Robert N. G. McNeely, consul at Aden, Arabia, who was on the steam-

er Persia when she was sunk in

was last seen In the water after the vessel sank.

the Mediterranean, was lost, He
Consul Garrels re-

ports that Charies H. Grant, of Boston, another American aboard the
Persia was saved. No submarine was seen by surviovrs, according to
Garrels’ report but an officer of the Persia saw the wake of the torpedo
which struck his ship. She sank in five minutes

London, Jan. 2-—Unofficial des
patche from Cairo state that the Per-

sure a satisfactory standard of |j|sia was torpedoed without warning

qualification for officers.

presen activiy Tust north of the Hou M““I[NEEHIN HUTEL AI SYUN[Y

manian border, the attitude of Rou-
mania will continue to grow in im-
portance. There have beem many as-

Paris, Jan. 1, (3.50 p. m.).—The rep-|sertions in the Entente capitals that
resentatives of Germany, Austria-Hun- Roumania was about to enter the war
garq, Turkey and Bulgaria, have made |90 the side of the Allies, but nothing

FORGES HAVE | 15 BUANED

collective representations to the
Greek government relative to the ar-
rest of their consuls at Saloniki by
the Allies, according to a Havas de-
spatch from Athens, They were in-
formed by Premier Skouloudis that
he already had protested to the Brit-
ish and French governments,
On Italian Front.

Rome, Jan, 3, 1.156 a. m.—The Ital
fan war office has issued the follow-
ing official communication:

“Last night small enemy attacks
were easily repulsed near Mori Val

" |an equally strong protest to the Cen-

to support this has yet been heard
from credible Roumanian sources,
meanwhile in the south of the Balkan
peninsula, the Allies’ continue their
expectant attitude toward a threaten-
éd attack, althouglt Greece seems
mainly oceupied in making various
diplomatic protests, having followed

up a protest to the Entente Powers| 1 v | i
against the arrest of the oconsurs by| IMHCt Severe Losses on Aus

I- trians Who Were Forced to
Retire in:Vicinity of Rozai,

{tral Powers against their airships fly-
ing across. Greek territory in a raid
which killed a Greek shepherd and a
few sheep.

TAREN VLOKR. o s

urday and Guests Had Nar-
~row Escape — Loss About
50,000,

.

Sydney, Jan. 2.—Fire which totally

destroyed the King George Hotel,

“Between the Avre and the Oise,|Lagarina, and on the Col Di Lana,
our heavy artillery silenced the enemy{and on the slopes of the Rambon in
Dbatteriés in the region of Amy, to the|the Plezzo Plateau region.
south of Roye. “In the Carso zone, our detachments

“Between Soissons and Rheims|took prisoners and munitions. Hostile
ghere was fighting with mines. Wae|aeroplanes yesterday dropped bombs
exploded successfully two small mines{on Marco al Lagarina, on the Strig-
4n the region of Troyon, and a third|no and Borgo Val Suzana, but wltlwut
pear Pompelle, southeast of Rheims.)damage.”

ANION N
TRENGHES O
ﬁﬂHISTMAS O

s —_—

L “The King” and '"Canada
Drunk in Goed English Beer
.~ Imported for the Occasi

J.ondon, Jan' 2, (Montreal Gazette
cable)—Describing Chistmas Day -at
“front, a trooper of the Canadian
Western Cavalry of the Second DM-
~.slon says:

“We had a very decent day under
‘the circumstances. There was a regu-
lar re-unfon of our troops at squadron

~ headguarters, many not having met
ince coming to France. Dinner con-

‘gm\puddlng and t.he toasts—
e ng,’ and ‘Canada’—were drunk
Engligh beer imported for the
. This was followed by a con-
n the whole, the day, though
bright as it we were at home,
ich brighter than we had anticl-

COL.J.L. BIGGAR
i DIRECTOR OF
TRANSPOATS,

Has Done Excellent Work Since
Outbreak of the War and
Appointment is Wiell-merited
Promotion,

e}

Special to The Standard,

Ottawa, Jan. 2.—Col. J. Lyons Big-
gar has been appointed director gea-
eral of transports and supply. This is
& promotion. Since the outbreak of
the war he has looked after the ar-
rangements for transport and trans-
port supplies for the Camadian forces.
Under the management of Col. Biggar
over 200,000 troops have been moved
by mail, while 125,000 troops have
been moved across the Atlantic and to
Bermuda, Only one life has been lost
and this was the case of a soldier who
fell off a train on the way to Valcar
tier. Col. Biggar is a brother of W. H,
Biggar, vicepresident of the G.T.R.

The sinking of the steamship Per-
sla, with the death of an American
consular officer, brings up in the Eu-
ropean capitals the familiar query as
to what the United States will do
now. Despatches from English cor-
respondents picture the sinking of the
Persia as a particularly aggravated
case, owing to the fact that the ship
was not only hit without warning or
opportunity for the passengers to es-
cape, but was also hit in a most vital
part, so that she sank almost imme-
dlately, the whole time from the
launching of the torpedo to the dis-
iappearance of the liner being only
five minutes.

In connection with the submarine
activity, in the Medibterranean it Is
interesting to note that an official r

port shows a total of only twenty
Brmsh steamships sunk by the sub:
marines during the month of Decem-
ber, with the loss of sixty-seven-lives,
while eight more were sunk by mines,
with the loss of thirteen lives.

For the English cabinet, Wednes-
day will be a red letter day, for on
that- day Premier Asquith will intro-
duee compulsion, and the premier
probably has Tiéver had -a more diffi-
cult task than he will have in engi-
neering this measure, and his speech,
presenting it to the House, is expect-
ed to be one of the finest efforts of his
career.

Russians Driven Back?

LonGon, Jan, 2, 1.26 a. m.—A. Bag-
dad despatch received by Reuters
Telegram Company by way of Amster-
dam says that a Turkish division, ad-
vancing in the region of Suj Bulak,
south of Lake Urumiah, drove the Rus-
sians from the town, inflicting impor-
tant losses. The Russians, the des-
patch adds, are being pursued

Paris, Jan. 2 (3.35 p. m.)—A delay-
ed Montenegrin omchl statement
says:

“Artillery actions and inllntry en
gagements occurred on all the fronts
on. December 31. The Austrians
made particularly violent attacka
near Moikovatz, and Bogiloevitch, but

koo broke out shortly after twelve o'clock
Saturday night. Persons passing by
Paris, Jan. 1.—An offidial Monteneg-|the building about five minutes before
rin communication, given out here to- i i Vikthils,
night, reports successes over the Aus-| mne night porter J. W. Johnson, and
trians, wiho are said to have sustained |the hotel clerks aroused the guests
heavy losses. The statement follows: jand a hurr(l’ed- scramble forhclo:ih:;:g
“ soon ensued; trunks were hurriedly
():,n N e Son o Decsm packed but most of these had to be
ber 30, there were engagements With| iondoned later, as the fire gained
artillery. headway rapidly and many of the
“On the eastern front, in the vicinity | guests considered themselves lucky
of Rozai, we attacked the enemy, who|t0 escape with their lves.
was compelled to retire. We occupied| It Was soon seen that the building
Vioka., Toward Rogova, we repulsed|Vas doomed, inside of half an hour
the enemy, inflicting heavy losses and the whole building was a huge mass
capturing horses and munitions. The of flames.
Austrians ocoupied Bogicevte, near The firemen worked steadily and it

_Plava, where we had only e smal] de- is due to their splendid efforts that

k. the damage was confined to the hotel
fanh 2 i ,jalone. The heat was intense and
h‘;?n:rl::uwen:‘::] (N;mm:here lw“ ‘; soon the adjoining buildings were seen
s éu.lvforw aro‘v.‘hn weamgg‘;:o to be in danger. The store of A. J.
® C"" o 'w:reh bhs INE| peaton and Sons, undertakers, caught
Sene: ‘;“m : G the enemy | ahout two o'clock but prompt action on
sustained serious losses. the part of the firemen soon prevent-
RS SR 4t o ed the.flames getting a grip. At 3
o'clock sharp the southern end of the
n N I n's I[S building collapsed part of it falling
. outward across the street and the oth.
. ’ ’ er part falling on the residence of Dr.
T ST, JOANS, NLD
3o h ;| At this juncture the fire laddies pull-
ed off a most spectacular stunt ar-
ranging a noose one of them cleverly
' ' ' lassooed the peak of the burning wall
President of Legislaive Coun-|which was resting on Dr. Mobenaid's
, residence and with the aid of some
c""“Str COban Floated and others he pulled it to the ground. The
firemen worked all through the night
'
TOWGd to St' JOhn N fof Re" and at about eight o'clock this meorn-
' ing it was considered safe to allow
pairs, the fire to burn Hself out.

N At 2 o'clock Sunday afternoon it was
St. Johns, Nfid, Jan, 2—Hon, John|Still smouldering. The value of the
B T o e atic sotorad L strout 15060

ol esterday, 5 ¥
:ev:: vears, lze was aypar:ns:: inﬂ?hye insurance, $40,000 being the insurance
mercantile firm of Hearn & Company,; o0 the hullding and $10,000 on the

and his fellow partner, John Hender | stock.

gon, died on Christmas Day. The hotel was formerly conducted’
The Black Diamond liner Coban,|by -Mr, Alonso“Vassalo, under the
ashore at Placentia last week, and re-|name of Alfonso Hotel. It was re-

\floated was towed here today for re-|modelled in 1910 for Messrs. Monbour

(Continued on page 2)

pairs, quette and MoNab,

the alarm sounded saw no signs of the port side at 1.10 p. m.,

and sank in five minutes. Between
150 and 160 survivors have been land.

circles here today when a . consulas
despateh brought the information that
the ship had been torpedoed without
warning and that at least one Ameri-

| o

Rellters Cairo correspondent makes
the unreserved statement that Mr. Mc-

Neely lost his life. Charles H, Grant,
of Boston, was saved.

Struck In Vital Spot.

Details of the sinking of the Persia
came in slowly today but such infor-
mation as was received made it ap.

pear that the number of persons who |

escaped in the four boats which were
put off was larger than was feared
when the first news was received yes-
terday. The Peninsular & Oriental
Company, which owned the Persia, an-
nounced this morning that 1568 survi-
vors had arrived at Alevandria.

The surviors comprise the chief of-
ficer, second officer, seven engineers,
twenty-seven seamen, sixty-three Las-
cars, and fifty-nine passengers.

A Lioyds’ despatch gives the num:
ber as 163, made up of 59 passengers
of whom seventeen are women, and
ninety-four members of the crew, in-
cluding fifty-nine Lascars. The sur-
vivors include ten military officers
and eight persons who are not British
subjects,

“The ship was struck amidshlpa on
* says Reut-
ers correspondent at Cairo. “She had
disappeared completely by 1.15,

“Survivors say it was little short of
a miracle that any one was saved.
There was no panic. Four boats were
launched, with the utmost prompti-
tude 3

“The captain was drowned. When
last seen, he was swimming, after the
liner had plunged beneath the sur-
face.”

Both the Peninsular and Oriental
Company and Reuters Cairo ‘corres-
pondent say that Mr. Grant has been
landed at Alexandria. The steamship
company this afternoon had received
no news of Mr, McNeely's fate. Ed-
ward Rose, of Denver, left the Persia
at Gibraltar, as was reported yester
day.

A Survivors Account.

London, Jan. 2 (11.40 p. m.)—The
Peninswlar and Oriental Steamship
Company tonight received the follow-
ing telegram from C. C. Bingham,
who was among the survivors of the
Persia disaster:

“A torpedo struck the ship on the
port bow at 1,056 o'clock in the after
noon when about forty miles south
of the east end of the Island of Crete,
No warning was given, nor any at-
tempt made to assist. Within five
minutes the ship had sunk. It was
impossible to lower the starboard
boats, owing to the heavy list. Five
or 8ix boats were lowered on the port
side. I did not see this myself, as 1
was washed overboard when the boat
capsized.

“The conduct of the passengers and
crew was splendid. There was no
struggling and no panic. Four boats,
after thirty hours at sea, were picked

'up by a warship.”

Will bé Disavowed if Proved Austrian
Submarine Did it.

Washington, Jamn, 2.—Anxiety over
ilve news of the sinking of the British
sleamship Persia increased in official

gtatified at the indieation, emanating
from Baron Epick Zweidinek, charge
of the Austro-Hungarian embassy hera
that the Vienna government ould
quick to ¢ ‘satisfactorily adju:

matter should it develop that an Aus-
trian submarine commander had dis
obeyed instructiong in regard to the
torpedoing of passenger-carrying ships
without warning.

“Judgment should be “nhheld pend.
ing the receipt of the real facts sur
rounding the sinking of the steamship
Persia,” said Baron Zweidinek. “It
may have happened in many ways,
In the first place, it is not yet proved
‘that a submarine sank the Persia, If
it was an Austrian submarine, it must
be. determined whether the cireum-
stances were such as to warrant the
action takent

“I am confident, at least I hope,
that the final explanation will be sat-
isfactory, If the commander of the
submarine disobeyed his instructions
I feel sure my government will not

hesitate . to satisfactorily adjust the -

matter.

“From the answer made to the last
note on the Ancona alone, it is quite
evident that the Austro-Hungarian
government will not countenance any
act which is wrong.”

Complete confidence prevails 'in
Teutonic diplomatic circles that if an
Austrian submarine sank the Persia
without warning the act would be dis«
avowed promptly, reparation made
for Americans lost, and the submarine
commander severely punished.

Only one despatch concerning the
sinking of the Persia was received
today by the State Department. 1t
came from Consul General Garrels, at
Alexandria, Egypt, and in dicated that
Consul McNeely, on his w to his
post, had been lost. He wag last seen
in the water before the steamship
went down. Consul Garrels reported
also that Obarles H. Grant of Boston,
avother American who was abroad
the Persia, was among the survivers.
No submarinie was sene by the survi-
vors, according to the consul’s report,

ut an officer on the ship said he saw

the wake of a torpedo. The Persia
weént down in five minutes. This des-
patch was immediately forwarded to
President Wilson at Hot Springs.

While Secretary of State Lansing
tonight declined to comment on the
situation confronting: the United Sta-
tes, it became known that he and
other administration officials were
awaiting full confirmation before
|tonning an opinio® and debtermining
upon any action.

Two Boatloads Drawn Down By
Suction

London, Jan. 2—A despatch to the
Times from Cairo says that two boat-
loads of people were drawn down
with the steamer Persia, when she
sank as there was no time to cut the
ropes. Four boats got away, but it
|was thirty hours before a trawler
‘plcked them up. Several ships pass-
ed by ‘without assisting the refugees,
being afrai@ presumably of decoys.
Many passengers were thrown into

the water when the vessel heeled

over,




