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THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

It was fairly generally understood
that Premier Borden did not intend to
&ive the partizan Grit Senate another
opportunity to hold up the Government
on the question of assistance to the
Emplre’s navy; consequently it was
not a surprise that the Speech from
the Throne, delivered yesterday at the
opening of Parliament, was found to
contain no reference to naval aid legis-
lation, or to the Highways Bill, also
killed by the partizan Senate last ses-
slon.

Because of the ommission Liberal
mewspapers will probably argue that
there i8 no emergency in Britain’s
maval affairs, and that the Premier was
attempting to deceive the people when
he stated there was urgent need for
Canada to bear some part in the bur
den of protecting the Empire and
malntaining British superiority on the
high seas. The argument is the ver-
lest sort of nonsense. It is well known
that the Grits, both in the Senate and
in the House of Commons, had planned
@ regular obstructionists’ picnic dur-
ing this session, intending to start
with any references to naval legisla-
tion contained in the address, and to
keep it up until the Redistribution
Bill came up. Had they been per
mitted to proceed in this course there
could have been no passage of effec-
tive, legislation and no matter how
graat the need, or how pressing the
emergency, nothing could have been
accomplished. The fact that they
have been frustrated in their designs
will acoount for the wild exhibitions
of partizan rancor that we may now
expect to read in the Grit press

Mr. Borden acted wisely. He re-
fused to allow the Opposition to make
a spectacle of Canada as was the case
last session, and in this action he will
have the support of every right think-
ing patriotic citizen It is a safe as-
sumption that there will be effective
aid to the British Empire, and that the
people of Canada, through the Borden
Government, will'provide it, but when
the measure to bring it about is intro-
duced in Parliament every safeguard
will have been taken to ensure its
passage.

Liberal papers will also probably at-
tempt to make capital out of the fact
that the speech made no reference to
the tariff, and that, in consequence,
the Government will take no action in
the matter of the cost of living. If
such a clalm is made it will be, as
every one knows, unfounded. The
Government has already taken the
necessary preliminary steps to investi-
gate the causes of the high cost of
living, and when departmental officials
Instructed to take the matter up have
reported, suitable action will be taken
in accordance with the suggestions
wade. To proceed otherwise would be
groping in the dark.

One matter that will hardly be dealt
with at this session is that of provid-
ing ald fer the highways of Canada
A proposal along this line was intro-
duced last session and, after passing
the House, was killed by the Grit
Senate. As a direct result of the
action, each province in Canada has
been deprived of thousands of dollars
that would have found their way into
the improvement of the roads to the
eventual benefit of all classes of citiz-
ens. For this condition the Opposition
blockers alone are responsible.

The Speech from the Throne fore-
casts a measure of re-distribution in
accordance with the development and
demands of the western provinces.
Provision is also made for additional
senatorial representation and this
may provide some relief from the
present intolerable situation under
which the action of the representa-
tive branch of the Government of
Canada can be held up, or amended,
by the non-representative branch in
the Red Chamber.

Other important matters referred to
in the address, namely, the civil ser
wice reform, consolidation of the rail-

TIME FOR ACTION.

The people of St. John have a real
grievance; not against any government
or political party, but agalnst two
newspapers published in the city of
Halifax, the Chronicle and the
Bcho. For the last few weeks both
papers have taken turns in villitying
the port of §t. John and the Bay of
Fundy. Statements, deliberately false
and misleading have found abundant
space in their columns and the most
barefaced misrepresentations have
been published, so far as known, with-
out a word of protest from St. John or
from any St. John authority. The city
newspapers from time to time have re-
ferred to the output of two Halifax
newspaper offices as unfair, but no
further action has been taken. Possibly
emboldened by the silence of the St.
John Board of Trade and citizens, the
papers referred to have grown more
reckless until now the Echo, at least,
has gone beyond the bounds of jour
nalistic decency in attempting to ex-
pioit the disaster to the steamer Cobe-
quid as an argument against the Bay
of Fundy and the port of St. John. It
is not the first time the Halifax Grit
newspapers have similarly offended,
but we are unwilling to believe it is
with the sanction and approval of the
reputable members of the Liberal
party.

If this were a matter of political
fighting, decently conducted, there
could and would be no ground for com-
plaint, but it i1s not political fighting
and it is not decently conducted. The
proof that it is not a question of poli-
tics, but a matter of fair play to St.
John, is found in the fact that local
Liberal newspapers do not hesitate to
score the Halifax Beho for its attitude.
The Evening Times, last evening, had
this to say:

“It would, perhaps, be unkind to
suggest that in at last one news-
paper office in Halifax the rescue
of the people on the steamship
Cobequid will be received with
regret, but the venomous matter
that has been poured forth con-
cerning the Bay of Fundy, since
the disaster to the Cobequid was
announced, would almost justify
the belief that the authors would
regard with disfavor anything that
might seem to frustrate their ef-
forts to polson the public mind in
relation to the port of St. John.
Entirely oblivious of the fact that
great ships are daily passing up
and down from the port of St.
John in the broad lane of the Bay
of Fundy, writers on one Halifax
paper have exhausted the dic-
tlonary in their efforts to brand
this sea-way as one of the most
dreaded and dangerous traversed
by any navigator. Speaking of
lanes, it is a long lane that has no
turning; but it may be taken for
granted that when disaster over-
takes a vessel approaching Hali-

fax, the press of St. John will not
gloat over the fact and attempt to
convey the impression that ships
should shun that port.”

The Globe also deals with the atti-
tude of the Echo in the following man-
ner:

“The Halifax Fcho, which has
discussed the winter port and mail
question with an animus that is
inexplainable, published en Wed-

nesday an alleged St. John des-
patch which opened with this
statement:

*‘That Halifax is naturally bet-
ter adapted to the handling of
the mail, passenger  and fast
freight service: that St. John, in-
stead of fighting against Halifax
by putting forth unwarranted
claims and taking advantage of a
peculiar political situation, would
be better occupied bending its
energies to the task of securing a
shure of the expansion of
Canada’s overseas commerce; that
the policy of the St. John Board of
Trade has been short-sighted and
calculated to prejudice the best
interests of both the Atlantic win-
ter puris—such are some of the
opinions expressed among level-
headed business men of St. John
not obsessed with the childish il
lusions encouraged by the Boand
of Trade.’

“The names of the ‘level-headed
business men’ who entertain these
views are not given. Why not?
8t. John and Halifax have both
made mistakes, many mistakes, in
de!mng with problems of port de-

way act and its d and
measures affecting trust and loan
companies, will be covered by legisla-
tion to be introduced and there will
be, in addition, several interesting re-
ports to consider. One or two of
these, on whieh the Grit press has
been painfully silent, deal with the
alienation of the public d in the

t, and perhaps the great-
est has been the encouragement of
a spirit of antagonism on a ques-
tion that should be treated not
narrowly but as a broad question
of national, not local, importance.
8t. John is willing to be judged by
results rather than by bitter news-
paper controversy. Is Halifax?"
The Standard has already found it

West and the scandals arising out of

*{beyond the

y to p inst the man-
ner in which the Echo is misrepre
senting St. John. To attempt to turn
pthe disaster to the steamer Cobequid
into a text for a diatribe against this
port and the Bay of Fundy, is entirely
bounds of fairness and

The people of St.
John are prepared to stand by the
result of any tests of this port and of

Halifax, but should not be forced to
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ThE HUMAN WON
FORBES-ROBERTSON SIXTY-ONE

“The greatest Hamlet since Booth,”
Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson, who,
with his talented American wife, Ger
trude Elliott, {8 now engaged in his
farewell appearances in America, will
pass his sixty-first milestone today.
The actor-knight is a native of Lon-
don, and the eldest son of John For-
bes-Robertson, of Aberdeen, who was
a noted journalist and art critic. Af-
ter forty years of the stage, Sir John-
ston has announced his intention of
retiring at the conclusion of his pres-
ent engagements.
Sir Johnston and Lady Forbes-Rob-
ertson are the devoted parents of two
charming daughters, and one of the
reasons given by the distinguished ac-
tor quitting the stage is that he may
have more time to enjoy the soclety
of his children. “I am going back to
my painting and playing with my chil-
dren,” he sald not long ago, and this
recalls that in his youth he was an
art student at the Royal Academy
School in London, and also studied
painting in France and Germany. That
early passion, although eclipsed by a
more powerful ambition to shine as
an actor, has never wholly died out,
and Sir Johnston still finds painting
his principal recreation.
At the conclusion of his New York
engagement Sir Johnston will make a
trans-continental tour, which will
doubtless be a continual triumph. The
English actor is fond of America and
Americans, and it was his success on
this side during more than two years
in “The Passing of the Third Floor
Back” that made his future financially
secure. Some of his earlier American
appearances, however, were not so
successful. He first visited America
in 1885 with Mary Anderson. On his
second tour he played Buckinghom to
Irving's Henry VIII. Aftér his return
to England he secured the manage-
ment of the Lyceum, and made a great
hit as Hamlet. In 1906 he again re-
turned to America with Bernard
Shaw's “Caesar and Cleopatra.” His
American tours in “The Light That
Failed” and “Love and the Man” were
artistic successes but box-office fail-
ures. When Forbes-Robertson first
played ‘“‘Hamlet” in Washington he
was greeted with a $300 house, When
he returned to that city in the same
drama the Standing Room Only sign
was displayed nearly every night.

Lady Forbes-Robertson, who is fare-
welling with her husband, is known
on the stage as Gertrude Elliott. Like
her sister, Maxine, also famous on the
stage, she was born in Maine, the
daughter of Captain Dermot, an Oak-
land, Cal, commander of sallng ves-
sels. The English actor and the Am-
erican actress were married in 1900.
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THE PASSING DAY

BI-CENTENARY OF’
FIRST TYPEWRITER.

Two hundred years azo today Heory
Mill, an English engineer, completed
the first crude machine designed to
do the work of the pen, and gave an
exhibition of its capacities, which
were very limited indeed, when com-
pared with the wonderful typewriters
of the present. Two days later Mill's
application for a patent was granted.
Mill's writing machine would doubt-
less been forgoften long ago, except
for the record in the British patent
office.

Mill's machine held no commercial
ssibilities, and the same was true
of similar inventions for much more
than a& century. The first American
patent for a typewriter was granted to
William A. Burt, a Detroit inventor,
in 1829. It was a real typewriter, but
it was very rough and crude in con-
struction, and its speed was a negli-
gible quantity. Only one of Burt's
machines was ever built, and that one
was destroyed by a fire in the Wash-
ington patent office in 1829.

In the meantime severa!l European
inventors were working on the writing
machine problem, and in 1833 a
Frenchman, Xavier Proyrin, of Mar-
seilles, produced a machine that em-
braced many of the principles of the
modern typewriter. Ten years later
Charles Thurber, of Worcester, Mass,,
patented a typewriter that was an im-
provement on all its predecessors, but
it was not as rapid as the pen, and
hence had no practical value, except
that it served to incite others to im-
prove upon it. A little later a Pierre
Foucalt, a blind Frenchman, invented
a writing-machine for the blind that
had some of the features of a type-
writer,

The next big step toward the per-
fected typewriter was taken by A. E.
Beach, of New York, who in 1856 pa-
tented a machine in which the type
bars were set in a vertical position,
around a horizontal brass wheel. The
following year Dr. 8. W. Francis,
another New Yorker, invented a ma-
chine in which 2 motion similar to
that of a pianohammer was employed
to throw up to 'a common centre the
typebare arranged in a circle. This
machine had a carriage travelling

AND HE DID-

Getting Back

Lawyer—Do you know what “con-

scientious scruples” means?
Witness—VYes, indeed!

Lawyer—Well, what does the

phrase mean?

Witness—Well, my parents wanted

m'e to be a lawyer, but I had scruples.

Too Rich For Her

“Charley, dear,”. said young Mrs.
Torkins, “the cook says she is geing
to leave.”

“What for?”

“She says the Welsh rabbits we
make in the chafing dish give her in-
digestion.”

An Angel's Misfortune

An old gentleman, always polite to
ladies, was aserting one day that he
had npever seen a really ugly woman.
A lady with a flat nose overhearing
him, said; “Sir, look at me, and con-
fess that I am truly ugly.” “Madam.”
he replied, “like the rest of your sex,
you are an angel fallen from the skies,
but it was your misfortune rather
than your fault that you happened to
alight on your nose.”

Ain't It Beautiful

A clergyman was about to leave his
church one evening when he encoun-
tered an old lady examining the carv-
ing on the front. Finding her desir-
ous of seeing the beauties of the chur-
ch he volunteered to show her over,
and the flustered lady, much gratified
at this unexpected offer of a person-
ally conducted tour, shyly accepted it.
By-and-bye they came to a handsome
tablet on the right of the pulpit.
“That,” exclaimed the good man, “is
a memorial tablet epected to the late
vicar.” ‘There, now! Aln't it beauti-
ful!” exclaimed the admiring old lady,
still flustered and anxious to please.
“And I'm sure, sir, I 'ope it won't be
long afore we see one erected to you
on t'other side.”

r]hc Best Cuality at a Reasonable PricJ

Headaches and

Eyestrain

Perhaps you think because
you see well that your head-
aches are not caused by eye-
strain.

When you don't see well and
there is no straimng for good
vision you have no headaches.

Headaches usually do not
go with poor sight. But head-

aches and good sight go to-
gether when there are efects
in the eyes. Then the head-

aches are a result of the con-
stant effort to attain good vision.

Let us tell you if your head-
aches are caused by eyestrain.

from side to side over the type bask-
et, a blank key for spacing, end an
alarm bell to indicate the end of the
line. The Francis typewriter, and
the House machine of 1865, were com-
mercial impossibilities, but the invent-
ors were getting warm, and in 1867 a
really practical typewriter was pro-
duced by C. L. Sholes, S, W, Soule and
Carlos Glidden, three Milwaukee in-
ventors. Their first machine was the
parent of the multitudes of typewriters
in use today.

FIRST THINGS

DIVORCE COURT.

first divorce court in
was instituted fifty-six years ago to-
day. Prior to that time divorce de
crees were granted only by Parlia-
ment, and from the reformation to the
institution of the divorce court there
had been only 317 divorces by act of
parliament in BEnglapd. During the
of the divorce court it pass
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Jewelers and Opticlans
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“So you want twenty dollars to buy
a Christmas present for Mabel, That's
extrav | o S

“But, father, I can’t do it for less.”
“You can’t, eh? en 1 h.:r{our
age I just quit calling on the un-
til after Christmas.

Discouraging
“By the way, old chap, I need a lit-
tle money.” !

“You may consider yourself fortun-
ate. I need a whole lot.

Commercial instinct
“Some writers have no commercial
{nstinct. One writer will get up an
automobile catalogue for $50."
“Well?"

“Another writer will take that cata-
logue, sprinkle in a plot, and get big
royalties from a motor novel.”

Plenty of It
At a church conference a speaker
began a tirade against the universities
and edueation, expressing thankful-
ness that he had never been corrupt-
ed by contact with a college.
After proceeding for a few minutes,
the bishop, who was in the chalr, in-
terrupted with the question:
“Do I understand that Mr. X. is
thankful for his ignorance?”
“Well, yes,” was the answer: “you
can put it that way if you like.”
“Well, all T have to say,” said the
prelate in sweet and musical tones—
“all T have to say is that Mr, X, has
much to be thankful for.”
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We can supply this famous Skating
Boot in all sizes.

MEN'S .. .. .. .. $3.50 and $4.00
BOYS' .. .. .. .. 280 and 3.25
LADIES' .. .. .. 325 and 350

We have reduced our regular Skat-
ing Boots and have all sizes at the
following prices:

MEN'S, 6 t0 10 .. .
BOYS', 1t05 .. .« 175
YOUTHS' 11 to 1 1.50

MAIL ORDERS SOLICITED.

FRANCIS &
'VAUGHAN,

19 King Street

. e 0. $2.00

A C.SMITH & €0,

New Brunswick Agents

Molascuit

wgmcunnu‘muiuula
be the best Molasses feed on the
market.

The price is very low in order
to get it introduced.

Telephones—West
Wl“t 8L .

%11 and

Vacuum Bottles

There are many uses for a Vacum Bottle .

in every

ful in yours,

THERMOS BOTTLES
Vopint oo .- .- .. .. 9125108225
Y
Quart ...

HELIOS BOTTLES
e R R R
’/2 Dint R o 1075

T. MAVITY & SONS, LIMITED

13 KING STREET

home. You'l fi_nd one very use<

v

1.50to 2.76
275t 400

and pattern.

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES

Binders, (all sizes); Spring Holders; Logse Leaf
Price Books; Sheets, ruled and punched to any size

BARNES € CO., LTD.

84 Prince’ William Street

s 1719 Sydaey

J. E WILSON, LTD.

MANUFACTURERS OF A

Cast Iron and Sheet Metal Work of
Every Description
Copper; Cast lron and Galvanized Iron Work
for Buildings a speciaity.

Street. 'Phone M 356

ey

LACE LEATHER

CANADIAN and AMERICAN RAW' HIDE and TANNED

Beth in Sides and Cut

ALSO A COMPLETE STOCK OF
Leather, Balata, Hair and Rubber Belting

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

64 Prince Wm. St. ‘Phone M. 1121,

St. John, N, B. \

R

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

The doors which we handle
w‘ ' m“

DOUGLAS FiR DOORS |

TOO MANY PRINTERS

. We try to execute work so that customers come
back for future supplies.

 Think this a good plan? Then try us.

 Standard Job Printing (o

82 Prince Willam Street, St John, N. B.

YOU PAY NO
TUITION FEE

UNLESS YOU OBTAIN POSITION
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