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our correspondence this
week will be found an interesting letter
from Kansas, and our readers will be
glad to know that they may expect an
oocasional letter from the same pen. In

were. baptized into His death? We
were buried with Him therefore through
baptism into death : that like as Christ
was raised from the dead by - the glory
of the Father, s0 we also might walk in

to the P
the letter contains confirmation of our
remarks in the last issue. We are glad
to be sssured that the outlook for the
cause is 80 hopeful. Prohibitionists in
Canada cannot but be deeply interested
in the success of the reform in Kansss.

— Four representative busin:ss men
have lately made gifts to the Union
Theological inary gating $175,
000, accompanying the donation with an
expression of confidence in the manage-
ment of the Seminary. This may be ta-
ken asan indication that whatever trials
and tribulations are in store for Undon,
she is not likely for the present to stand
in need of funds. There are things
which money cannot purchase, but it
answersz [arge purpose even for s Theo-

, and it is especially

1

of life.”” The Congregationalist
and the brother from - China, if they are
going to convert the large number of
pervons in the Congregational churches
who, in the matter of baptism, follow
the example and the precept of their
Lord, will need to furnish themselves

pears 1o be known about it, except that
it s now rapidly receding from the earth
and that its nearest possible approach to
the earth would leave a space between
the two hodies of about 150,000,000 miles,
#0 that the danger of collision was not
at any time to say imminent.

'l‘k{lﬁ heresy onse of Dr. Briggs, which

-comes on for trial before the Presby~
tery of New York the present week, will
be watched with great interest. In ao-

with some more vincing

~ Amoxo the mcst highly valued on
the list of our weekly exchanges—a list
which embracs a good number of the
leading papers of the continent—is the
Toronto Week. As a representative of
the literature and thought of the country
the Week is of grest value, and every one
who wishes 1o keep in touch with the
literature of Canada should be a reader
of the paper. Current political events in
the Dominion and in the world at large

valuable if it comes as an exp of
public confidence.

— It is no doubt necessary sometimes
to find fault, for even very good people
are oceasionally to be blamed. But that
nagging kind of fault-finding which is
called soolding and which concerns it-
self more with the fault than with any
purpose to amend it, is an irritation and
a nuisance. Scolding is out of place
anywhere, and nowhere more 8o than in
the pulpit. And the worst possible kind
of scolding is that which disguises itsell
under the form of prayer. That was
good sdvice which a young minister is
said once to have received from a Chris-
tian” woman in his jcongregation after
having expressed in a public prayer
his opinion in reference to some actions
of bis people which had displeased him :
“When you want to scold us, doso,” the
good sister said, “but don’t spoil our
devotions by praying at us.”

— Ir is supposed to be settled that
Lieut. Peary, who, with his wife and.a few
helpers and attendants, spent last winter

are discussed by the Week from &n im-
partial dpoint and with great ability.
Every intelligent young Canadian should
wish to inform himself as tothe traechar-
acter and value of politjcal polici¢s and

and thesignif { political
events among the nations, and especially
in his own country. For this purpose we
heartily, and without solicitation, com
mend the Week. From its independ-
ent standpoint, its discussions are en-
tirely free from party rancour. Morally,
its tone is elevated and pure. Iis design
is evidently to deal impartially with the
subjects of disoussion, and to enable its
readers to arrive at correct opinions.
Young men who will carefully read the
Week will not fail, we believe, to become
intelligent citisens, with high ideals as
to the duties which citizenship involves.

PASSING EVENTS.

J ACOB GOULD BOHURMAN, LL. D.,

President of Comell University, was
formally irstalled in that highly honor-
able and important position on Novem-
ber 11th. The insugural address deals &t

and a part of the in G land
is to make another Arctio trip. Whether
his brave wife will go with him again is
not stated. Perbaps Lient. Peary has
an ambition to reach the Pole, and if so,
though it may lack the element of feasi-

iderable length with the history of
the Univemsity, the position which it
holds among the universities of Ameri-
os, and in its relation to the State of New
York. It is unnecessary to say that the
address is characterized by President

bility, the ambition in itself is lsndable.
Some suffering must be endured and
some brave lives sacrificed in these ex-
peditions, but it is said that they result
in sdditions to sclentific ) Sidas of

Sch 's power of thought and affli-
ence of expression. Among its opening
sentences are the following :—* We can
make no pretence to the dignity of age,

considerable value; and those brave ad-
venturous spirits which court hardship
and danger in the pursuit of fame must
find some field for exercise. In warlike
times they found it on the batile-field,
but Arctic expeditions, even if they do
not accomplish much in the way of
positive results, are infinitely better
than war.

— Berweex the ‘requirements of a

cast-iron creed on the one hand, and the
assertions and 'denials of the higher
criticism on the other, the Presbyterian
body in the United States is having
trouble and is not unlikely to have more.
A case very similar to that of Dr. Briggs
is that of Rev. Henry Preserved Smith,
D. D., who is now on trial for heresy
before the Presbytery of Cincinnati.
Dr. Smith is a professor in Lane Semi-
nary, in which for twelve years past he
has occupied the chair of Old Testament
interpretation. Prof. ‘Smith is said to
be about forty-five years of age and
popular with the students. His speech
before the Presbytery in opening his
defence is reported to liave been charac-
terized by olearness of statement, keen
logic, great learning and an undaunted
spirit. The indications are, however,
that the verdict of the Presbytery will
be against the professor.
— THE poverty of the argument for
Christian baptism by other hods than
immersion is illustrated by the fact that
50 able & paper as the Congregationalist
offers the following :

“The essence of baptism is thus illus-
trated by a Chinaman in one of our city
Sunday-schools : ‘ If you wish to cleanse
a bottle full of ink, you do not fasten
the stopper and wash the outside. You
take out the lwppern;gmr out the ink
and then wash the insite of the bottle.
The Holy Spirit cleanses the heart, and
it doesn’t make any difference how you
put water on the outside.’”

If Cbristian baptism were simply a
symbolic washing, there would be some
force in the logic of the Chinaman and
the Congregationalist, though it would
be still incumbent on them to show by
what right they presume to depart from
the Divine precept and example by
which the mode of washing was ordain-
ed. But according to Psul's view bap-
tism is much move than & symbolic
‘washing, being & symbol of the mystic
burial and resurrection of the believer
with Christ : “Or are ye ignorant that all
we that were baptized into Christ Jesus

orto b ditary influence, or to sacred
tradition, or to that subdued and statu-
eeque besuty of countensance which is
born of the travail of many genérations,
Cornell has not the stately splen-
dor of those old-world seats of learning
which thrill and almost pain the unsb-
customed sense of the American travel-
ler. But if Cornell lacks the transfignr-
ing beauty of age, she wears the fresh
beauty of a vigorous prime. Hers is the
portion of youth—of youth with its lofty
faith, its unquenchable hope, its super-
abounding energy, its tingling sense of
activity,—of youth that counts not it-
self to have attained, that lives not on
the fading record of the past, but on the
promise of all the unrevealed and splen-
did future. To have lived is good; but
it is better to feel the pulses now throb-
bing with the untamed strength of fresh
and unexhausted life.” Asa native of|
maritime Canads, ss a Baptist, and be-
cause of his former connection with our
educational work, President Schurman
is well known to the Baptists here by the
sea, and honored by them for his distin-
guished ability and his services rendered
to the cause of education and to litera-
ture. All will unite in wishing for him
the largest success in the discharge of
the highly honorable and responsible
duties upon which he hss now entered
as President of Cornell.
'l‘HE comet which surprised astrono-
mers by its appearance a few weeks
8go, and was declared to be travelling
earthward with tremendous velocity,
hss been a big windfall for the sensa
tional newsmonger. Columus of repor-
torial rhetoric, all about the comet,
have appeared in the sensational dailies,
showing how the indications pointed to
collision between the comet and the
earth, and telling of the terrible things
that might result therefrom. 8o rapidly
was this erratic luminary said to be
approaching our planet that, before the
end of the present month, it was to
appear in the heavens about twice the
size of the full moon ; and nervous people
no doubt lay awake nights thinking
what was going to happen. It was sup-
posed that it was Biela's gomet, or & part
of it, that body having been perceived
to have divided into two parts when it
came within range of human vision in

1846, It now seems to be settled among m

d with the action of the Portisnd
General Assembly, by which the case
was remanded to the Presbytery, it was
brought before that body on November
Oth, It sppears that, by the authority,
of the General Assembly, the prosecul
ing i had been emp d to
amend the charges formerly presented,
ifin their judgment changes were re-
quired’in the interests of justice; and
this mccordingly has been dome. The
charges as now presented are said to fill
s pamphlet of thirty-six pages and to
present a greater uniformity than the
former charges did. In the old indict-
ment there were two charges, with sev-
eral specifications ; in the new there are
eight charges, and generally one specifi-
oation under each charge. The charges
a8 now formulated, having been read be-
fore the Presbytery by Dr. Birch, Dr.
Briggs, in reply, stated that he was ready
to prooeed to trial on the old charges,
but as new ones had been presented, he
should need time to prepare himself.
He also expressed the, opinion that the
committee had transcended the authori-
ty given it by the General Assembly in
changing the general nature of the
oharges and specifications. The date of
the trial was fixed for Noyember 28,

THR new university of Chicago is
marching on with all the vigor and
enthusisem that belong to youth and
conscicus power. At the close of the first
term of its first quarter, the secretary of
the univemity states that though sta-
dents are encouraged to enter only at
the beginning of & quarter, yet the num-
ber of students has been increasing daily
and promises to continue to do so, while
enquiries for information still come fu
as fust as ever. The internal life of the
university is in a formative state. As s
matter of course, in this day of multitu-
dinous organizations, many clabs and
societies are being formed smong the
students, and these are alofig several dif-
ferent lines—literary, political and reli-
gious. The question of the Greek letter
and other secret societies has been dis-
cussed with much interest. Bome dif-
ference of opinion prevails in reference
to them. The Faculty bas advised
against the formation of such societies,
but has not gone to the length of advis-
ing that they be prohibited. The trus-
tees of the university have not thought
it wise to prohibit such societies, but in
case of them being formed they will be
required * to, conform to a few simple and
reasonable regulations.” The journalis
tio faculty finds opportunity for develop-
ment through a daily and a weekly news
paper—the University News and the Uni-
versity of Chicago Weekly—both of which
are published by the students. The
lenses which arg to go into the great tele
scope which the university is to have.
were originally intended for the unives-
sity of Los Angelos, California, but as
the parties who had ordered them were
not able to have them finished, the Uni
versity of Chicago has purchased them,
and they are now in the hands of Mr.
Alvan Qlarke, of Cambridge, Mass., and
he will at once begin the process of pol-
ishing. This will require a year or per-
haps eighteen months. Meanwhile the
work of building the great telescope will
go forward, and within a year and & half,
it is expected, the university will have
an instrument with an objective greater
by four inches than any other in the
world. It is hoped that a site can be
obtained for the observatory in Wash-
ington Park.
WEEK or two ago a conference took
place in New York of all the Arch-
bishops of the Roman Catholic church
in the United Btates. The education of
Roman Catholic children wasthe princi-
pal subject discussed, and the result of
the conference on that subject have been
given to the public in the following
resolutions
First— Resolved, To promote the erec-
tion of Catholic 0ols, 80 that there
may be abcommodation in them, if pos-
sible, for all our Catholic children, ac-
¢ rdiog to the decrees of the third Plen-
ary Council of Baltimore and the de-
cision of the Holy See.
Seoond-—Resolved, That aa to the chil-
dren who st present do not attend Oath-
olic schools, we direct, in addition, that
provision be made for Sanday schools,
and also, by instruction, on some other
day or days of the week, and by urgiog
ta 10 toach their children the Chris-
dootrine at their homes.

the sstronomers that the present comet
n not Blela's, and little or nothing ap-

Banday and week-day schools should
be under the direct supervision of the

clergy, sided by thecjntelligent lay
teachers, and, when poksible, by the
members of religious-teaching orders.

‘As is well-known, different attitudes
have heen assumed by diff»rent Roman
Cathaolic prelates in the United States
toward the common school system
While some, se represonted by Arsh-
biskop Corrigan, of New York, denouno
ing the common. schools as godless,
would insist upon the establishment of
parochial schools in all commuuites
where thers are Homan Oatholio chil-
dren to be educated, others, in cases
where parochial schco's are not easily
practicable, have conside red it bost that
their people should avail themselves of
the advantages the common school
offers.  This diversity of attitude samong
the prelates was clearly evinced in con-
nection with what is known s the
“Faribault plan” of Archbishop Ireland,
of Minnesota, in acoordanee with which.
it was proposed, under certain condi-
tions, to place certain parochial sohools
under the common school system. This
‘was vigorously opposed by Archbishop
Corrigan, and the result of the diffurence
was & pronunciamento from Rome de
claring that the Faribanlt plan was per-
missable—tolerari potest. The deliver
ance of the recent conference appearn to
simply be a confirmation of Archbishop
Ireland’s victory. The deliverance of
the conference is less remarkable for
what it asserts than for what it assumes
and what it leaves unsaid. The common
schools, it will be observed, are not de-
nounced aa “godless,” and while it ia
agreed that Catholic schools shall be
established so far as practioable, it is
assumed that many Catholic obhildren
will attend the common schools, and it
is further ordered, very properly from a
Roman Catholic point of view, that pro-
vision be made for the instruction of
such children in the doctrines of the
church in Sunday-schools, and that the
duty of Cbristian instruction be enjolned
also upon parents. While the deliver-
wnice of the conference, as above re-
‘marked, may be regarded as & confirma-
tion of Archbishop Ireland’s victory and
his Faribault plan, there are different
opinions among Protestants s+ Lo the
real purpose and meaning of that plan.
While some regard it as & concession on
the part of Rome and an acoommodation
to 19th century conditions in Ameries,
there are ‘Gthers who think they see in
it an insidious attack upon the common
school system of the country in order to
divide the school fund and make the sys
tem subservient to the interests of the
Roman Catholic church. Those who take
this view regard Archbishop Ireland ss &
much more dangerous enemy of the
common schools than even Archbishop
Corrigan.

'l‘m:m-f secms to be no longer room

for surprise at any enormity of perse
cution which may be perpetrated againat
persons who, because of their religious

the ruling power in Russian towns and
villages. The Christian World, of Lon-

persecutions being snffered by the Stun

from sources which the paper named re-
gards s entirely trustworthy, but they

any nation, barbarous or civilized, with
the exception of Russia. In the (Aris
tian World of Nov. 3rd, ave tradala-
tions of two letters written by Stundist
peasants in the village of Kapustintsi, in

theirs. These letters show that the Stun-
dists of that village, by order of the gov
ernor, and because of their evangelical
faith, are being subject to most unjust
and inhuman treatment. These letters,
written about the first of October, de-
clare that while the other peasants are
attending to the threshing of their grain

faith or'other ressons, are obnoxious to

don, has recently published acoounts of

dists of Russia. These accounts come

are too utterly horrible to be believed of

the government of Kieff, to friends of

We cannot stand it much longer. All
our books have been taken from us; and
we cannot see any use in cryicg, ss no
one hears us,” Does the Czar know that
such things sre being done in bis em-
pire and to his loysl subjects? Proba
bly he does not know, and just as pro
bably he does not much eare. 8o long
#a the security of his throne is not
threatened the petty tyranta of the towne
and villages are permitted to do as they
will with such defenceless people as the
Jews and Stundists, with lttle int: rfer-
enoe from the higher suthorities.

\VKA‘I'P:\'!-IR ground there may be

for i, the impression appears to
gain strength that Mr. Gladstone arid his
cabinet have determinod o give mens-
‘ures for the reform of the franchise pre-
‘osdence over the Home Role Bill. In
connection with the urgent claim of the
Jadicals that the matters in which they
are particularly interested should receive
firves conaideration, it may be that thenc-
tion of the conference of the Conservative
association, recently held in Edinburgh,
is baving something to do in bringing
about the change in the Glads! onian pro-
gramme, if & change there s to be. The
Conservatives, it would appear, are now
soeking 10 outbid the Liberals for the
support of the Radicals. Toe Edin-
burgh conference adopted resolutions
favoring many of their demands. A
number of these concessions have refer
enoe to the franchise. The extension of
the Tranchise 10 women ratepayers is
favored, and the disfranchisement of il
literats voters ; also the peineip s of lo-
cal option in' the liqaor Hoensing busi
ness, national provision for old ege pen
alons, &3, It fa certaln that the Irish
members will be stroogly impatient of
any delay in the bringlog forward of the
promised home rule bill. But they must
well anderstand that the only hope of
obtaining home rule in the near future
Llies in Mr: Gladetone, and they will hard
1y be so fatally blind to theie own inter
ests as to refuse suppbrt 1o the Liberal
leader in & line of sction which would
strengthen his hands for dealing with
the Irish question which at the best is
beset with grave diffionities, The leish
members will be the more Inclined w
exerolee & little, patience, beonoss they
know thét they have the situation in
their own bande.and can seal the d om
of the government whenever they may
see fit 1o do so. [t ls gnite possihle that
Mr, MoCarthy 's suggestion will be adopt-
«d, and that the home rule bill will be
introduced concurrently with measures
for the reform of the franchise.

YERHAFH the most deliberate snd un
blushing scheme yet devised by any
party ¢t governinent in' s free state to
corrupt ita own conatitnency s that of
the Dsmoorstic government of AJubams
which, it is reported, prop ses to remitthe
taxes of all persons in the state who sre
not sssessed for more than 85, anid who
did not vote in either the state or na
tional eleotion in the year preoeding
It almost passes belief that so inig itous
& plece of legislation could he proposed
in any state of the Amerioan U, jon
To remit to & man five dollars worth of
taxes on condition that he does not vote
is of course morally and otherwise equiv
alent o paying him five dollars for his
The Alabama schemo fx mani
festly an attempt to bribe the por men
of the state not to vote. 16 would apply
16 whites as well as to bisoks, Lut the
evident purpose is to kill the negro vote
and, &t the same time, to kee¢p the negroes
quiet. It may be true that the men whe
would be prevented from voting are not
very fit 1o exercise the franchise snd not
very able 0 pay taxes, but such consider
ations will go & very little way with
honest men to justify the messure. It
is surely the duty of the state to educate
its citizens and fit,them o exerclss the
franchise intelligently, and it may jus ly
demand that until they bhave resched
thatgstage they aball not assume the re

vote.

and other work, the Stundi
driven away from their homes every day
to communal work, and at night, instead
of being permitted to return to their

night duty.” Their homes, left unpro-
tected, are invaded in the night by a
drunken rabble, led on by the chief elder
of the district and the local commissary,
their property destroyed, their children
terrified and maltreated, and their wives
subjected to nameless and brutal indig-
nities. One man writes that his wife,
already in a delicate condition of health,

these ruffians who invaded his home in
the night as to bring her almost to
death’s door. The men who write the
letters appeal pitcously and almost dis-
pairingly to their friends for aid. One
says: *“ We ask you in tears if you can-
not help us in some way. Can you not
petition the higher authorities for us?
Husten and sycconr us, and our Heaven-

aays : “ When we are at work, both day

and night, a sentinel is placed over us,

are being

homes, they are posted as watchmen for

received such treatment at the hands of

ly Father will bless you.” The other:

)t bilities ofgel But Alabams
it appears, proposes to take means to de
moralize & certain portion of its pecple
and render them forever unfit for whe
responsibilities of citizenabip, Such a
piece of legislation would seem to be
the legitimate fruit and patoral expres-
sion of the spirit that regarded one por
tion of the human race as fit enly o be
the slaves of another portion.

WITHIN the past few days the retire
ment of the premier, Sir John C
Abbott, lias been announced, ard Sir
John Thompson has been called to suc-
ceed to the position. It is about a year
and a half since 8ir J. C. Abbott, at the
death of Bir John Macdonald, sssumed the
heavy responsibilities of the premiership.
The difficulties of the situation certainly
were not small, and the premier, in
putting off his harness, may congratulate
himself that, from a party standpoint at
least, his ministry has grappled with
them with a very good measure of suc-
cess.  That, after the death of Sir John
Macdonald, his party could not onmly
hold . itself together but strengthen its
position in the country is » result which

probebly ita mist sangnine friends did
not expect.  But Sir Jubn C. Abbott
is A man past seventy years of age,
his health is somewhat br.kin, and he
is no longer equal to the demands which
are necess irily made upon the leader of
the government. Ia fact, it is said that
many of the duties of the premiembip,
during the past year, have been dis
oharged by the Minister of Justice who
has now become first minister, Sir
John Thompson has been in fact for the
past eighteen months the strongest per-
sonslity in the government. There s
no question that he is an able msn ;
there in as little, we suppose, that he is
oue of the most honorable men of his
party. The fact that he is a Roman
Catholic will arouse prejadice and en-
mity against him in _oertain quarters.
Bat whstever inolination he may have
to show favors to his fellow religionists,
it is not to be suppsed that his position
as premier ‘will give him grester influ-
ence in that respect than he had pre-
viously -erj yed. “8ir Jobn Thompson
is forty-eight years old. He has been
twelve years in politicsl life, fifteen years
in pablic life, and fourteen in positions
of public trust. He was four years at-
torney general of Nova Bootls, three
years & judge of the Nova Ssotia s

court, and haanow complete d seven year’
service as Minister of Justice of Canada.”

- oo o

W. B. M. U.

NOTTO YOR YHE YRAR.
“As the Father has sent Mo, oven %o [ send
you."~Joha 20: %1
Report of Meeting held by W, M. A. 8.
of Bridgetown,

In oofpliance with the rerclution
passed by the Conventivn in August,
desiring Wedneaday, Oct. fith, to be ob-
served as Crosade Day, cur soefety held
ita regular meeting on that day. In-
stead of visiting from house to house, as
was suggested, the aisters of the congre-
gation were cordially invited to partici-
pate in our aervics of prayer, which fm-
mediately followed the transaction of
the necesssry business of the soclety,
Before the afiernocn s ssion closed the
secrelary spoke 1o each visitor present,
{nviting them to become membe s of our
soclety, and was rewarded by adding
five new names to our membership. At
the-cloe of this session all present were
invited 10 adjonen to the ladies reception
rooms of the new church, where tea was
enjoysbly werved; alter which s very
pleasing programme was listened 1o by
an appreciative audience which filled
the vestry; this room being tastefully
wimmed for The pro-
gramme conslated 6f music, recitations,
wddr o sses by the pastor and othems who
were present, also a very pleasing and
appropriate addgres by the president,
explaining the purpose and objeet of the
She spoke of how much had
been done by the sigters of the union,
and also how much there remained to
be done before th s «words wers verified,
“I wiil give thee the hesthen for thine in-
beritance and the utbermont parts of the
One of the
moat plessing features of the evening

the oocasion.

meeling

earth for thy possesalons.’

was an original paprr prepared and read
by our sister, Miss Cors Healy. This
paper waa both pleasing and inatruotive
At the close of this mevting, the presi
dent presented our pastor's wife, M. F.
M. Young, with & scroll, cortifying thet
by the payment of ®5 by our soclely
this of wAS I . o member
This m ne .t said bot niennial
Fund Mesting wuid peayex

Leti ¢ ¥ 1| Fand

Mis B D Ne Mot
Belmont W. M. A&

A Limind on Ha frg, Rept
15th, & pubiio misions g wes
held r the opiies the W. M. A
B Th ing wes oprnad by singing
Good News wyir wan off red by
Mr, Gunh | Seripture vepd fotn 17th
and the istter p Mautth The
president, Mise Biaic o s pening ad

dress on the motto for the present year,

As the Father hath » My oven s0 I
send you,” spoke of the work Jesus was
sent to do, aud the work dven W each,
wishing each one to sk bimeelf and
bernelf, “Am | dolng the work | was sent
i do Ringiog “ Thore in & work for
each of un'; reading by Miss Susie Lind-

sy, shoning the need of the Liospel in
Burmab ; reading by Oresan Mac-
Kinley, giviog some plure reascons
in favor of missions; reading by M.
Lindsay, urging the brothers and sisters
to give more thought to subject of mis-
sions ; reading by Miss Rebecea Mo
Kinlay, a tketch of the formation of W.
M. A. B. in the Maritime Provinces.
The meetirig was then opened for any to
take part who wished to do so. Miss
Gunn, Mrs. King, Mr. Guon and Mr.
Staples gave short addresses, all bearing
on the subject of the evening, * Our
Master's work.” A recitation was giver™
by Miss Coxs Lindsay. A
was taken for the life membership fond
closed

amou to' $283.
with #f g “ We'll work Jesus
ccmes,” and prayer by Bro. 8. D, Wilson.

Resrcea MacKisiay, Sec. pro tem.




