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| OTTAWA, Aprl 6—Sir Louis Da-
vies dntroduced a bill last week which'
will be of great interest to seafaring

qnlrtei and mvestigwom ‘into- ship-
ping easualties. Under present laws
it has been customary to hold an in-
vestigation in Canada in all cases
where g ship has been lost within Can-
adian waters, The court of enquiry
was almost invariably ‘presided over
by Capt. W. H. Smith, R. N. R,, and
such gentlemen as he might select as
associates. The court so constituted
took evidence and claimed jurisdiction
in cases where officers holding British
certificates of competency were at
fault. It now turns out, however, that
any decisions rendered by this ecourt,
unless concurred in by the British
board of trade, were imvalid and that
they have preally no force. Sir Louis
Davies stated that he had consulted
the Bnitish board of trade in the mat-~
ter and that they had refused toire-
cognize any . interference by .the Can-
adian authorities in such matters. It
was suggested by the British board of
trace that the Canadian law should be
s0. amended as to bring the enquiries
under conditions similar to thoee sur-
rounding them in the old country, and
the ministcr of marine and fisheries
T28! “acquiesced amd changed. the
act in accordance with the
suggestions made ;

The procedure mder the law, as am-
_ended, will be somewhat different from
that of the past. Anv government of-
fficér, or a county court  judge, or
w magistrate ‘will take the evidence
'andmsuchcaaes&smybeplaoed
' %efore them. One or two namtical ex-
{perts will be associated with the judge
o advise him on any points which
m!ght need explanation. The evidence'
‘so takem will then be sent to the Brit-
fish board of trade, wha will consider
iat and pass judgment on the defending
wificer or officers. Under the old law
“rhe minister of marine and fisheries

 ‘wloimed pdwer to reinstate any officer

‘suspended for neglect of duty, gross | acting under instructions from Mr.

warelessness or any other cause - that
‘mright be deemed sufficient to result in
iths ‘suspension of his certificate. This
‘power seems to have been taken upon i
himself by Sir Louis Davies, because
the British authorities have in every
cgse refused to accept amy such rul-
- ing in regard to any officer holding a
_certificate 'of competency from the
Bﬁtlehboardottmm The effect of
this announcement will be to prac-
tically reinstate .any who may have
been suspended by domflnion courts of
marine enquiry during the past unless
their suspension was - oonﬁrmed in
England. : :

In cases of ca,pta.ixu holding Cana-
“dian certlﬂwtes, however. the govern-
ment will still retain jts power to sus-
pend or cancel. It was suggested in
" connection w!hh this court,
Canada was to refrain from interfer-:
ing with certificates of British issue,

then the British authorities should be’
mvemed from tnldnxanyacﬂon xni. .
; cnpytsawndnrypodtloumthacnb-
inet. M, Mea'wusuppoaedwhdve
/| been the man who displaced the

earelem on their pa.rt

Mr. Gourey, the mermber for Col-
chester, N. S Is making a good im-
_pression in the house, It is advisable
Mnowmembm-houm{nanm
or nearly all cases, be ‘and mnot |
Heard during the first session. it often
meautwamuwuomnmtoomuch
~ will rapidly find himself a candidate
for the back benches. 'Mwo gentlemen
-who have met this fate alnouﬂne

g g i e o
lser ‘or
‘once Mr: Biair’s pride. Both Mhai
talked &hem-etm into M €
" positions since their entrance ‘into do-'
minion politics. Mr. Gourley, uniike
thaexmﬂemen.‘ha.smecf’;&-
ereet silence, except in one or two in-.
wstances in which he felt W&m
to make an appeal on behaif of
eonstituents, and on the two occasions
on which he spoke he received mut.
attentive Hearing from a large house.

Mr. Gourley -mm- a, strong appeal
on behalf of the maritime provinces
for recognition in the wailway pro-
gramme of .Canada. He claimg that
the ess of the United States is due
“to the fact that they have fbuilt 200,000
miles of railway, while' Canada has
only built 17,000 miles. When Canada
ean borrow money at 21-2 per cent.,

"‘mentmmoﬂdeitlaystemotmn-_
i at a cost which will not place

4 M. Gourley co

that it.] )

| of the Hom. Sydneywasdhm‘t and

mu!va Whether ‘this. was done

| then Canada succeeded ; in obtaining

| Ottawa. ’ Sothutwkhoé&uttourto

: bﬂﬂe that the position of Mr. Fisher

bood-lem, he thinks that the govern-

agy %ouiderable burden on the coun-
try He asked for the maritime prov-

m.lc.ht adom “In regs
‘of the t.mnqporm problem
that the east ahquid be considered.
that the atten-
tion ‘the govern had been paying
to canals.-and inland watérs and the
Bt. Lawrence Toute was time wasted.
His idea was that the government
should take steps to bring the produce
of the west ¢o the tidal. waters of
| Canada, and by doing. s0 they  will
solve 4 m which ux t0o be
greatly: '_mm them at present
it is neeGed most are rail-

some ‘Atlantic port, and he asked that
: any -programme adopted should be on
“national lnes, "

For the; government railway men
Mr. Gourley had a good word to say.

of th
ing for wa.gu 3

to support them and their mnmes. In
‘many. raitway employes are
compelled to work early and late in
order to earn a bare existence for
themselves and those depending upon
them. As they are an unusually intel-
ligent class of men, the member for
Colchester thinks they should receive
more remuneration from the I. C. R,
and he s that Mr. Blair should
make some provision to deal more
generously with them.

OTTAWA, April 8—The correspond-
enice -in connection with the Paris ex-
position was brought dowmn the other
day, and as a result, Hon. Sydney
Fisher, minister -af agriculture, was
placed in the most humiliating posi-
tion. Only*a few days ago, Mr. Fisher
‘occupied . the attention of . the house
for some hours, telling them of the

‘government -at Paris. His remarks
were altogether irrelevant..to the sub-
F ject under discussion, an additional
. vote of $30,000..10 the exhibition ex-
| pemse fund, but ‘irrelevancy does not
trouble Mr. Fisher. He quoted from
the leading newspapers of the country
to show how successful had been the
Canadian exhibit and the work of the
staff in' charge, and it was noticed
during ﬂxe reading of some of the

that Mr. Fisher was very
mmﬁneut fn some of them. Sbmgbody
suggested that he might have written
them Himself, but Mr. Fisher éxplam-
ed that they were the work of out-
siders, and to prove his eontenuon.
asked i€ the opposition would accuse
him of having supplied the Montreal
Gazette and other conservative papers
with matter for their news ‘columps.
But he was finally forced to admit
that on the Canadian staff were a
pumber of young ladies ~ho were paid
to supply. readers to the Canmadian

Fisher, ‘and as they were largely de-
pendent upon him for any favors they
might recelve, he came in for a lot of
taffy which it mow appears he did not
deserve. Mr. Fi s feelings on that
‘occasion may be better imagined than
described, for he would indeed be a
bold man and utterly lacking of mod-
esty, who would = have failed to feel
hurt in consequence of an exposure
such as the minister of agriculture
was subject  to.

Bu-t if Mr. Fisher were humiliated
on the occasion referred to above,’
what must his feelings be today, in
view of the fact that Mr. Tarte has
seen fit to make a clean breast of his
colleague’s utter incapability in comn-
nection with the Canadian exhibit at
Paris? When Mr. Fisher told the

_of public works,.but the trfnmph
sweet..

With Mr. Tarte’s arrival in Pasis a
’ﬁdw oonditlon or thingp was musur-

iectbnchmocmushre-
toenablebdmtom-uayhistrmyf

Then Mr. Tarte procesded to have ad-
dt\om.l. Canadian representatives ap-
, but inasmnch as he had mot

mthu. The daﬁculty,

_was overcome by an lntertiew with
‘the Right Honorable Joseph Chamber-
lain, who mecognized, Mr. Tarte, and

certain . concessions,: which had Mr.
Fisher been left to himself, would pro-
‘bably mever have been granted. But
_the minister of agriculture got a
‘change later on when, K Mr. Tarte, by
his  pro-French om.uons, forced the
“hand of the government nat Ottawa
-amd they were compelled to send over
three ministers in search of the scalp
of ihe minister of public works. But
K&Mmmttobeup_ghtnap-
qndlootmﬁme!n" g fo

mhd

ﬁ Qgﬂ‘mst him, Mr., Tarte was ens

10 come out considerably a,head
and to demonstrate pretty effectually
Wlﬁm as be g now, the first
in the government. It is pro-

‘on that occasion will be further ven-
tilated in the house when the esti:
mates for the department of agricul-
ture are again talked over. But it'is
hardly liely that he will again invite
a delegation from the agricultural dis-
txicts to w!tnas his degradation,

‘The period ot rest, to which M#
Fielding referred with so much ' hope,
in his budget speech, seems to be com=
ing with a rush. It will be remem-

‘atd Jand Wt at St. John or Halitax or

great things achieved by the dominion {

press. Mmmmmm&&lwm4"m35WW

Mi';educedaxt&llmm

‘ ".bdnft~ worry about Small-pox,

cie health autherities will protect
you from thatbut they can’t pro-
tect you  from : colds, pneumonia

and consumption.

SHILOH’S

CONSUMPTION CURE is
about theoﬂy thing', you can
depend upon' ﬁor that.

Doctors

Ses. recommend;

that occasion seem to have been Jus-
tified. The Canada Gazette of Satur-

449.55, while to ‘March 31st, 1901, it am-
ounfed to $262,403,760.09, or an increase'
of $1,575,320.54. For the ‘month’’ of
March, 1901, as compared with March,
1900, there was a decrease in the rev-
enue of $273,438.15, while the expendi-
ture for the same periods shows an
increase of $939, 256. 92. The toatl ex+
penditure for the past nine mon‘thg h’t
‘been $28,627,612.23, as

$26,051,656.83 ¢€or the corregpo
period of 1900, or an increase d
$2,5676,055.39. In ca.pital

increase rommmemomocubnu

ing March 31st of 1900 was $844,219.94,
and for the mouth of Mamch, 1901,there
is an increase as compared with Mach,
1900, '0f " $60,085.31.  In public works,
railways and canals, .the expenditure
for March, lmvxms $863,206.86,_ while
in March, 1900, it was only $128,809.95,
or an increase for March, 1901, . of
$634,396.91, Considering that a ‘large
part ‘of this latter sum-has been devot-
ed to meeting I <C. R. accounts
chargeable to oconsolidated fund, the
forecast made by Mr. Fielding, if any-
thing, seems to have been minimized

To find the debt of the country md
expenditurme &na‘easlng at the rate of
millions and the , revenue falling . off,
reassure thm va:o
have placed so miush trust In the pol- |
icy of the government. Thé real situ-'
ation is that the government 1s be-

pression, ‘which will be more or less
felt throughout the world dpring  the
next few years,
bered that the Spanish-American and
the Anglo-Boer -wars did much for,
Canadian trade, but the markets open-
ed up by these conflicts are closed in
the first, and are being closed in the
second direction, so that the country
will now hiave ta rely on ordinary out-
lets for her commerce. These features
of Canadian trade seem to have been

‘when money was pouring into  the
treasury from - all directions, a.nd it
must produce a sobering effect on ‘the
minds of those who now fin@  them-
selves face to face with a situation
which they have never had to oqntend

§ with before. Last. ‘month the 'govern-

ment organs endeavored to hide the
real . situetion. by a great flourish of

- tmmpet.s overn.nlnereanlnu;e -

‘ceipts for February, but it was only
l.mrtaudmwehearlutlhtrom
the same source, of the state-
ment for the last ct.h!rbydo.ya Dl'eceding
 March 31st. -

The house will resume its aittlnss
tomorow,; and it is expected that con-
;ﬂm‘ble attention will be devoted to
vay. mattérs during the next few
Ldaya, On going into/supply, Col. Sam
Hughes will move that in the ‘opinion !
of the house it is to have the '
1. €. R. double ed and the grades
-to. one-Half of
This is a particularly

‘'one per cent. '

ticipated, second only to that on the
‘brdget speech. Many of the maritime :

) provigcemen ‘will _have a chance

9!
a:rtbztropinhm:. and an oppoﬂ.uu#
wﬂlbenﬂoﬂel!orntﬁncsnna on
pomeottbeneweum

to be discussed dnd it will not be sur-

have to go on the penitent form for
some few sittings of parliament. That
a minister of the crown should be al-
lowed to expend the enommous sum- of
a million and a half and upwards from
capital account, when he should have
provided the cash from consolidated
fund, i not in  keéping with the |
views of ithe 'oppesition, and some ;
light ~will ‘be ‘thrown on Mr. Blair's;
\business methods. ' Business men, if
‘they keep :their eyes open, may get
‘some pointers’ from . M. Blair, who
m to e in a position’ to. spend
mnore ‘than he' edriis’ ‘and. at*the same
fime save money. - If the

'would only extend fo imm cm:dns
the advantages of * doing business ‘in
this wey, we all might be rich and
even happy i riches ¢an he ‘taken as
a basis of true happiness. * Some star-
tling facts are i’mely to be fortheom-
ing and the period ' after Baster will
doubtless be far moré Lnt@resuw than
that which preceded it.

OTTAWA, April 9.— If the French
population of Canada is mot fully re-
corded during the present census it
will be the fault of Mr. Tarte or his
Lasmiatge. ¥First  in everything in
which the government ' is ' connected,
r. Tarte has taken the lead as direc-
tor of the census in so far as it con-

bered that a falling off of revenue was

hinted at when the estimated receipts Canadians.
for the current year were given to the fully accomplish 'his object, he has as-
house and the statements made on sociated with him a former member

day shows that the total net.debt to  Canadian life as any man in Canada.
March 31st, 1900, amounted to $260,828,- | Mr. Cote is known ‘as assistant census

compared with ‘the mine months end- |

A jaaks Quebeo whow up to the ¢ best ad-
i v:-nfage.'

|

1
t

lost sight of in, the hour of elation, |

heavy question and-a discussion is an- | ison. with their English speaking fel-

tives. Mr. Blairs estimates are :}”‘thuedmﬂmhavebeenpmmm
prising if the minister of railways wﬂl i were painfully surprised to find that

. fact that this is a free ocountry, that

cerns the French speaking portion of

'And in onrder that he may

of the staff of La Patrie, Thomas Cote,
who "perhaps knows as much of French

commmisioner, and his duty is to see
that every . French speaking resident
of Canada is placed on the records,
w‘hich are to be filed at the census
buqupm and to take such steps as may
be necessary to make a favorable com-
parison between French and English
speaking Canadians. When it is re-
- membered that no distinction will be
made  in .the other nationalities, em-
‘braced in our opopulation, where the
‘term Canadian can be used, the signi-
ﬁcnnce of this move is apparent.

Up ln fhe ptovince of Quebec the
\census enumerators are making every
effort to place on the records the name
of every adult and infant resident of
Quebec. No stone ‘is being left un-
turned to-make’'the population of Que-
bec tel ‘in, the: redistribution: of /seats
whueh must follow . the increase in
populationr ‘which' ‘has taken place in
the last dec@de. If the population; of
Quebes. counts up as Mr. Tarte intends
that it will count, the other pravinces
will lose a number of' representatives
in the commons. Ontario and the other
English &peaking ‘provinces are to pay
the penalty of being of a different ori-

gin, and every means will be used ‘to

3 _{ izen of the country for any war.
; a wmnum-

“relative P

To attain ﬁ- obwot. thét is to say,

to know as correctly as poseible the
number of the population and resour-
ces of the country, it is necessary that
the citizens of the country in which
the census is taken should contribute
by their infiuence, by their words and
by their example to the success of the
common work.

This leads me, sir, to ask you to aid
us in making this census as exact as
possible in your locality. - You are
probably aware that on the occasion
of each former census many citizens
of this country imagined that the
census was for the purpose of impoe-
ing additional taxes and for the pur-
pose of enrolling their children fur
foreign wars.

That was & complete mistake, for
the results which the census furnishes
have not for their object the imposi-
tion of mew taxes, but are, on the
contrary, directly connected with the
administrative science which presup-
poses a general knowledge of the
needs, means, defects and advantages
of the country in which the cemsus is

1 taken, all of which is to be presented

in a numerical form. Neither is it
reasonable to fear that the census has
«for its aim the enrollment of any cit-
The

; which
of (‘.‘m recently performed in

South Africa was, as you know, purely

voluntary, and there was no power in
the world capable of forcing anyOne
to go there unless it was his own de-
sire to do so. There is also another
error into which'a certain number of
our compatriots have fallen; that is
to imagine that the census tables, or
rather the information furnished the
enumerators, could either serve them
ag an advertisement or could be used
in any way to their detriment. The
real truth, however, is that these
tables are never seen except by the of-

census.

These officers are bound by their
oath of office not to divulge any infor-
mation concerning individuals, and
besides, as you may well believe, I am

ficers whose duty it is to make the,

LUPRISE 2

in the make up of SURPRISE Scap,
QUAIJTY is the secret of the

cau:rying his point in his contest
agdainst the Canadian Pacific, Mr.
Tarte is quietly working to effect the
defeat of the railway department’s pol-
icy. Behind Mr. Tarte are some mem-
bers from Quebec and a number of
strong men in the ranks of the Eng-
Hsh speaking liberals. By antagoniz-
ing the C. P. R. to such an extent as
Mr. Blair proposes, the minister of
public works considers that Canada’s
interests will not be served to the best
advantage. He sees no reason why

sure that not four-fifths of the enum-

they have obtained in going. from
citizens,

Some people have also in certain
cases objected to- give their names to
the enumerators. = Name§ are taken
purely and slmply a8 d guarantee of

in order to afford a check upon the in-
formation as written down.

There is another thing to which I
particularly desire to:draw your at-
tention, and tha.t is the peculiar situ-
ation of the groupe of French famil-
fes §n ‘your district.’ In''the census of
1891 the people of French origin in the
ma.rttlme provinces, in Manitoba, and
thwest Territonies, and in Omtario
did not receive justice. A large num-
Per of c!tltens of French origin have
been enumerated in the census of 1891
as being of English origin. L

The true cause of this injus{ige has
never been thoroughly Kknown, Per-:
haps it - was ‘owing to the fact that a

‘ Complaints are béing made in this

e gty |

ek 4 b dy. i

ginning to experience a beriod of de- | part of the country, that the census

enumeratons are not doing their duty
as they should. Several instances

It must be remem- | where memibers of families have not

been enumerated, are spoken of and it
is quite probable, that . while not =a
pingle resident of Quebec, nor a
Freneh speaking resident in the other
provinces 'wWill be neglected, owing to
Mr. Tarte’s carefully laid plans, the
English speaking people will have to
look after their own interests.

In connection with the enumeration
of the Frendh speaking population.of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward . Island, Manitoba, Ontario,
and the Northwest Territories, Mr.
Cote will act as a special census com-
miasioner. Under date of March 1st,:
1901, ajeircular was sent out from the.
census bureau, Ottawa, marked “Con-
fidential,” franked by Mr. Tarte and
signed By Mr. Cote, in which census
cnumerators were urged to do their
best in order that all persons of French
origin might be properly classed in the
census returns. ;| For instance, w'.t

smvge humber of eur ceinpatriets in
the provlnces above nanéd, and éspé-
clally ' in your locality, do not now
speak Freiich, and even ft gome cases .
have changed thél¥ naime. Wher the |
enumerator “went to theif houses i1 |
1891, they answered, no,doubt without '
reflection, that speaking oniy English
they should be enumerated as forming
a part of the population of English
origin. This is no reason, however.
why citizens who are rea.lly of French
origin should not be enumerated as
such.

I have reason to believe tha.t there
will be fewer errors this year than in
the past on- account of the changes
which have been made in the census
tables.

But will you permit me to ask you
to exercise your influence on all cit-
jizens of French origin whom you
know, in order that they many answer
acucrately and correctly the census
offictals. See that they do not:iforget
to declare that they are really .of
French origin, although they /may not
now speak French, and although they
may have changed tbe{r name, as, for
‘example, in the case of those named
Poirier, who now eall - themselves
Perry, those named LeBlanc, who now
call themselves White, ete.

_Will yoy permit me also to ask you

Tarte will haye no Mr, vmw. where

names have been eu;cmted by pe

ot French. extraction, that the persons
holding them will be inctuded in

I‘rench speaking residents.
such a system Mr. TarteanerOofd

hope that the French element in chn-

ada will show up to the best Mva.mcs

and make dhe most favorable compar-

low citizens. The circular which Mr.

to ‘give these instructions  and these
‘explanations to'all citizens of French

-dﬂdnwbomyou know?’ Will you be

od ‘enough to advise your. people’ to
wer corréctly the questions which

"vmtewbtomem by theé enumera-
‘Under |

tors; assuring *'thém that ' theynged
.fear no increase of ‘taxes, since

' census has not ‘this oweetlnview.

and also not to - hesitate to make

n the real value of their proper-

But ‘above all insist,I beg of

: of all our

 Tarte has been good enough to send | compa

. around has been only sent:to French
| speaking districts and it was expected
that it would remain a confidential
documsent, Unfortunately sevemal of

hands of the opposition members, who

secret methods should be adopted in
carrying out the work of the census.
That such underhand methods should
be employed is rather alarming, in the

one set -of regulations should be given
to the.''Hnglish = census. enumerators
:::k!w in English speaking distriots
enother set sent confidentially to |}
the officials employad in Frénch et~
tlements, Wil reguire a lot of -explan-
atiom; be!ore Mr. Tarte can satisfy the
public that there is not something seri-
ous-beheatht the surface. in- this newut
dodge to secure power.
A translation . of the circular aent
broadeast makes interesting  reading,
and is as follows :

CONFIDENTIAL.

Census Bureal, Ottawa,
1st March, 1901,

Dear Sir—I take the liberty of writ-
ing ta you today. for the purpose, of
discussing matters connected with the
census,

-AS you already know, the fourth de-
cennial census of Canada will begin on
1st April next and will continue dur-
ing the two or three following weeks.

:  THOMAS:
Ao Anbtant Oum Go!nminionet
O’MAWA, April m—sommg h‘:
&pnomng in inner government eircles
days. During the Easter -holi~
ﬁ" gnly one cabinet: mimister, was
from the city, the mmmg
n requested to remain in town un-
til the house re-opened. ' The sirgle
exception was Hon. Sydney: Fisher,
but as he appareptly has Httle weight
with the government, his absence was
not a matter of any -great moment.
gsnst what the trouble is canmat - be
gathered on the outside; but it is cer-
tain that things are not gelng alcng
in that calm and peaceﬂggway ‘that is
said to- have charactm ‘the earlier
days of the Laurier administration. It
is hinted that the ministers = are dis-
agreeing as to several important mat-
ters, and therefore, the absence from
Ottawsa of any of the more important |
members of the cabinet might resuit
{n one side or the other getting an ad-
vantage.

Down at the bottom of the trouble
Y9 said to lie Mr. Blair’s determination
to. oust the Canadian Pagcific in his
fight against them. In his Bfforts to
. humhle Mr. Shaughnessy,| 3g minister
of railways has the assis e of the
Western members of parliament, ‘but

As ybu also know, the object of the
censud is to ascertain as exactly .as
possible the number of the population
and of the resources of the country,

opposed to him is that giant of the
government, Hon. J. Israel Marte, who
has once before succeeded in humbling

erators have any leisure to give atten-:
tion.to the personal information which i

house to house and i.x:x;errogatmg the ;

the truth of the ‘information furnished |

the Canadian Pacific should be attack-
ed on every occasion, and when the
minister of public works decides upon
{ a course he generally carries it to a
successrul conclusion. Into this ‘fight
he has entered heart and soul and it
looks as if Mr. Blair would have to
give way and that the C. P. R. will
be conceded anything they may ask
for within reason.

A significant feature of the. battle
between the minister of public works
and the ‘minister of railways and can-
als is that'the kind feelings manifest-
ed Heretofore for the province of Que-
bec and’its representatives is not so
apparent on this occasion. Rumor
has it that' at a fashionable five o'-
clock  tea, held ‘here a few days ago,
attended Wy several of the wives Qf
the minfisters, a disqussion aross 3s 1o
French domipgation. Bome véry point-
ed rémarks were made in regard te
the balance of power being held in
Qnebec, and it was asserted by some
that the government was quite inde-
‘pendent of the French vote, inasmuch

as there were qther provinces in which
| majorities might be had. Only & fow

dayd azo the an illiam Patterson
almost wept ovéf the crusade which
ne alleged had been carried on against
the people of .Quebec. But that is all

“over now, since Mr. Tarte and Mr.
| Blair have fallen out. It may be con-
‘ tended that the gossip of a five o'clock

tea table can hardly be taken as evi-

dence that there Is anything to cause
troublé in the ranks of the cabinet.
’But when §t is considered -that this

circumstance adds congiderably to the

!strength of the evidence that some-
; thing really is wrong,’ its importance,
coming, as it does, from the wives of
cabinet ministers, is increased.

Yesferday the estimates of the In-
‘tercolonfial railway were ' considered
for the first time. Mr. Blair, who is
unwell, spent the afternoon in ex-
plaining to the house his system of
book-keeping and part of his pro-
gramme for the coming year.  An
item of $500,000 for steel rails was con-
‘sidered and was allowed to stand un-
til the miniwerd!tdtmam fur-
nish the with some particu-
‘lars with regard to ‘the comtracts he
has made this season.  Mr. Haggart
and Mr. Barker tookithe cross-examin-
ation_of the minister of railways in
hand, and. they, succeeded ‘ind showing
“that -the mtm othook»keap}ng on
‘the Intercolonial is'far from satisfac-
tory. 'Undermhmdtmnslns not
hard for Mr. Blair to show surpluses,
‘and the history of his expenditure on
capital account for the purposes of
maintenance was  partly . 1aid:- bare.
Mr. Blair told the house that he had
been -replacing the 59 M. rails of the
Intercolonial with 80 1b. steet rails. In
order to do this, he pays from eap-
jtal account for every ton of mew rails
laid down and fails to charge any por-
tion of them to mc.ln'oana.nce accnunt.

che : “running

to say, that if a 59 Ib. !

placed by a 59 ib. rail, the eompany
considers that by so ¢ it is only
maintaining the effic

So, when an 80 1b.

pun ‘me 21 1bs.
By capital ac-
ﬁ;;‘me. Mr, Blair
g Wu,capital ac-
- go ‘the roadbed.

: ha,’vi'»w_repla“

ou road, from time

<of a little heavier

em the cost to

tal udeount he be able to

keep the road in thorough repair with-

out the outlay of a single dollar from
his earnings.

Mr. Blair says that such a policy
would be madness under the present
conditions existing on the Intercolon-
(ial. With the increase in the weight
of the rolling stock amd the growth 0f
business, he claims that it is actually
necessary to re-track the Intercolonial
p during the next . six or seven years
'ﬂhere’fore, he argues, it is only °

Mr. Blair. Wt}ile Mr.. Blair is bent on

(Continued " Page Seven.)
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