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'TIIE INFLUENCE OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION.
By Harvey Harrigan, in the New York
Call. &

Something entirely new has -arisen
in international politics. Something
not looked for and not desired. It is
the working clas$ of Russia. This war
has certainly played some nasty tricks
on the autocrats and diplomats.
Crowns and plug hats, ermine and
frock coats will soon be relics of a
‘bygone age when camoufleurs hid
their true purposes behind a boiled
shirt and a walking stick. Tt would
almost seem that the world is now
bent on democratizing democracy. If
the Bolheviki movement in Russia may
be.taken as a criterion, the world is
findihg itself, drawing its necessary
particles together, and throwing those”
elements toward the discard which
have been a hindrance rather than a
help.

Countless prophecies were made by
Russians and others prior to the revo-
lution last March to the effect that
once the spirit—the soul—of Russia
was freed from autocracy and ortho-
doxy the sweep of the revolution would
not be checked until it had cleared
Europe of its last vestige of imperial-
ism, bureaucracy and political hy-
pocrisy. It wduld seem from What s
‘now transpirihg in Russia that pro-
pheteering ‘were not such a bad busi-
ness after all.
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The DBolsheviki Acting Government
of Russia is not camouflaging. It

knows iis nrission and is bent upon
the task of performing it. Lenine and
TroizRy are certainly not pro-Germans.

They are both international Mealists
groping through mazes "of intrigue,

siriving to sidestep the_snares and
traps tha: have been laid for them by
cunning cadets of internal and extern-
al imperiglism. It is doubtful if any
two men in history ever undertook a
bigger job than that shouldered by
Lenine and Trotzky with all the pol-
=~itical cards stacked ,against

Trotzky, addressing

them.
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\.e take it i1hat the wilful
i tellec.ual pervert could not construe
the s atement of Trotzky’s to imply
‘wiy friendship or concilliatory spirit
v ith the Imperial German Government,
o aty other impeﬁalism, no matter in
v hiat guise it-may appear.
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it appears that ‘at least four great
powers among the warring nations are
willing to "yield 'to dispassionate dis-
cugsion and iatelligént negotiations in
§5. liag their dispute. ~These nations
Tlussia, Germany, Austria-Hun-
gery aud Roumania. Two-allied na-
;p0s and fwo of the Central Powers.
ga*mrtce is favored. Certainly,
aot seitle a dispute by waving
club,  Our best and- wisest states-

i es zoniit this,
“efirars Jie "sxttin;;-dow‘n—and-mlklnz-it
oecver ' policy between capital and
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be testing the strength of the revelu-
tionary movement within the Central
Powers. It should be borne in mind
that German imperialism is no friend
of ‘Russian Revolution. (‘}ergna.n im-
perialism is taking gfeat —risks Dby
entering inio any negotiations whatso-
ever with the Bolsheviki,

On the other hand, the risk of the
Bolsheviki is not so great. The Bol-
sheviki, it is pointed out by authorities,
comprises the majority factions-of the
Social Revolutionary party and the
Social - Democratic party ® Russia.
Bolsheviki is another name for maj-
The main thing t6 be consider-
ed in connection with these terms is
the fact that the spirit and the letter

ority.

‘of Socialism.js embodied in their pro-

gram and activities.

The cleverer of two tricksters takes
the “jack pot.” But whensa trickster

‘n.eets a straightforward contestant his

11'i(~ke>ry is- of mo avail. In this case
German .imperialism is the trickster,
and Russia the blunt, candid contest-
an‘. The Russian revolutionists real-
ize that so long as there is war in the
being waged on all sides of
their great achievement is men-
A German revolution would cer-
tainly strengthen the Russian revolu-
tionary s'ate. The fire of freedom
would spread to other powers, and all
Furope would be painted red, not with

world,
them,
aced.

blood, with the revolution and its
hhand-maiden, reconstruction.
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From a military point of view, Ger-

many -can well afford to make an
armistice with Russia. She is yet
powerful, and in an exaggerated sense,
That is why Germany
is so anxious to-negotiate peace. ‘She
conqueror’s peace,
not. a humane peace. And none know
this better than the Russian revolu-
ticnaries, They know the hectic flush
by autocracy when they see
not to be fooled. But
main point to keep mind is
the moment Germany definitely
coters  intog peace negotiations with
‘t{hat moment German Im-
porialism becomes a memory and Ger-
man revolution becomes a fact.

That is why, from the viewpoint of
I uiwarity and this vaunted civilization,
yv’'s eaxemies should give hér all

{he conqueraor.

coures to offer a

cf vietory
it. lllq
the

Thai

are
in

2.y power,

Geria

t e roupe necessaly to hang her im-
pe ialis s. 'There is no. fundamental
c¢ivision of in.erest between the Ger-

nan workers and the Russian workers.

Lut the present. embryonic
peace negotiations fail? In that case

2. Allied Puwers, assisted by the bulk
ci -America, would, no doubt, prepare
ty make shéit work of Germany; and
a humilialing defeat of Germany would
l.e fellowed by a revolution, anyway.
Ca the other hand, in countries like
I aly, where Socialist feeling and
thcught is a®smouldering volcano that
way at any time shoot its lava sky-
ward, the  imperialists and ruling
classes would find litile comfort in the
thcught'cf being cast into the political
cdiscard the moment that convuilsion
cecurred:

suppcese

It- "would certainly. seem that the
t'me has come when the world is
abcu’ to be painted red—not by'blood
—hky revelution, It would seem' that
cut of the political travail there will
come justice and equity betweeén men,
‘There i$ no reason why this should
1t be looked forward to inm the same
spirit as we look forward to the re-
covery of a dear friend from a serious
sxcknes@ that threatens-his life. The
hum&n Jmind instinctively looks  for
tue gocd; fov the bright, tor the better,\
and smves to attain tho hest‘ ;

for hum_an agencies to control evolu-'
tion. That is why I believe in the in-
evitability of social revolution. Were
it possible to check social revolution
all the combined forces of reaction of
the earth would seek to thwart it. But
it cannot be done. The river, left to
its course, flows on to the seg, whose
spray washes- all shores. If . it is
possible for human agencies to con-
trol evolution, it is significant that
they - don’'t control it. We h\ave all
heard people say, and perhaps have
said it ourselves, that .in the early
stages of the war it was possible for
one man to bring to bear the tremen-
dous influences of his great office in
the direction of peace. The human
will -is frail and withers before the
processes of evolution.

The world is moving on toward re-
construction, and the Russian revolu-
tion has made an “excellent stride in
the direction of sanity.

LLOYD GEORGE.

Speaking at the American Luncheon
Club on April 12, 1917, Mr. Lloyd
jeorge said:

“They (the Americans) naturally

did not know at first what we had

endured in Europe for years from

this military caste in Prussia. It
never reached as far as the United

States of America. Prussia was not

a democracy. Prussia was an army.

It had gregt industries, highly de-

veloped. It had a great educational

system. It had its universities. It
developed iis sciences. But all these
were subordinate-to the one great
predominant purpose of an all-con-
quering army which was to intimi-
date the world. The army was the
spear-point of Prussia; the rest was
merely the shaft. That is what we
had to deal with in these old coun-

tries. We knew the whole time
what it meant. What we did not
know was the moment it would
come. This is the menace, this is

the oppression from which Europe
- has suffered for ﬁfty years. It par-

alyzed the beneficent activities of all

States. They had to think about this

menace, which was there constantly

as a (-loud. ready to burst over the
land.’

Yet, although Lloyd Gemge knew
that the German menace was hanging
over England for the last fifty years,
he, a few months before the war broke

out, told the people of England,
through the. “Daily (Chronicle” (Jan.
1, 1914), that:

“The German army is vital, not
merely: to the existence of the Ger-
man Empire, but te the very life and
iadependence of the nation itself,
surrounded as Germany is by otheyr
nations, each of which posses
armies abcut as powerful as her
We forget’ that, while we

ins:st upon a 60 per cent. superior-
i.y (so far as our naval strength is
~concerned) over Germany being es-
sential to guarantee the integrity of
our own shores, Germany herself has
nothing like that superiority ‘over
France alone; and .she has, of
course; in addition, to reckon with
Russia on her eastern frontier. Ger-
*many has noth/ing which approximates
to a two-Power standard.”

own.

Speaking af the American Luncheon.

Club on April 12, 1917, .Lioyd George
said:

“You reeollaet whlt ltppened
_some year§ ago in France when the
Foreign = Minister  was praEtlcails
»driven out of office . by Prussian
. threats of war.”

The incident referred to by Lloyd
George occurred in connection with
the Morroccan crisis of 1905. Declasse ,
entered into a secret agreement with |
the  British Government unknown to
his colleagues. This agreement related
to the partition of Morocco, and under :
it. the British Government agreed to -
support France by sea and land in the ;
event of Germany making its exclu-
sion from Morocco a cause for war.

Germany got to know of the térms
of this agreement, and protested to M.

Rouvier, the French Premier. Delcasse
admitted the facts, and his cblleagues
in {he Cabinet.called upon him to re-
sign. Delcasse had been notoriously
anti-British, and his sudden-and secret
conversion was astounding.” The Hon.
Bertrand Russell, in his book on “The
Policy of the Entente,” quotes the
Frenchman, Pressensee, as saying:
“M. Delcasse, inebriated by the

Entente with England, of which he

had been but an eleventh-hour parti-

san, hypnotized by the favor of the

Czar, thought the hour for heroic

enterprise had come.”

Three years after the incident, Lioyd
George spoke in the Queen's Hall,

London (July 28, 1908), and this is
what he said:
“Here is Germany, in the middle

of Europe, with France and Russia

on either side,~and with a combina-

tion of their armies greater than

hers. Suppose we had here a pos-

sible eombination which would' lay

us open to invasion; suppose Ger-

many and France, or Germany and

Russia, or Germany and Austria, had

fleets which, in combination, would

be stronger than ours, would we@ot
Of course we Should.”

Now Lloyd George says that he knew
the German menace had been hanging
over Great Britain for fifty years. Was ! »
he a pro-German in thdse pre-war
years —Labor Call, Melbourne.
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Even the free air and sunshine are
denied the poor who are huddled to-
gotho( in the cities.
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Don’t expect anything from partiﬁos
which depend on the exploiters for
their campaign funds.
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What is commonly catch-phrased as
“economic law” is in fact little more
than economic anaxehy.
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The “economics” of the jungle are
those of tooth and claw.. Wherein
does the economics of capitalism dif-
fer?
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Capitalism cannot be pade sa.le for
democracy. The only security for de-
mocracy lies in thé extermination of
the profit system.
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The pious capitalist takes a dollar
out of your pocket on :Saturday and
then puts half of the dollar on the
collection plate on Sunday. >
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The Soecialisis are c'razy enoﬁgh to
believe that if the workers are able to
build fine houses they ought to live
in them. ; *
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The: Workers of Canaia await the message of emncxpa-
Sond- along your dimes -and mnickels,
{1 make the ocean; let us have a tidal wave for Socxaﬁsm
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