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Mr. Lowther's

Farewell

 To British Commons

Hand-shake for All as Noted Speaker Says Good-

bye—A Word for the

O. B. E.—Stories of the

Navy—The Coster’s Tribute at the Cenotaph.

e A’ ' )
Former speaker of the British Housi of
the

cenes when he made his decision to re-

1%his wife taking a farewell look at
otuse. There were many touching s
gn, having been speaker since 1905.

(From Our Own Correspondent)

London, April 28—Mr. Whitley, who
ecomes first commoner in succession to
hat severe martinet, James Lowther, is |
he first Ndnconformist to sit in the
speaker’s chair. Mr. Whitley is a rataer
ustere man and it remains to be seen
whether he will grow more mellow on
attaining the great position of influence
which has stood for many years as the
goal of his ambitions. It is expected that
one of his two daughters will fulfill the
duties of hostess at the Speaker's house.
Mrs. Whitley has long ceased to enact the
role of a society hostess, reasons of
health having induced her to live a life
of almost complete retirement. .

A Sporting Chancellor.

Lord Birkenhead, the Speaker’s cis-a-
vis, if I may so call him—the two men
can see each other seated respectively in
the Chair and on the Woolsack when the
doors of the Lords and the Commons are
flung open—is determined to justify his
election as a member of the Royal Yacht
Squadron. More fortunate than Sir
Thomas Lipton, he was election to this
eugust and exclusive body at the first
time of asking. Nominally, member- !
ship of the club s supposed to argue
possession of a real floating yacht. In

ractice it argues nothing more, 1 be-
ieve, than the possession of a pair of |
spotless white ducks in which you can
perambulate the front at Cowes. For
qualification purposes, it has even been |
suggested that yachts are hired out to

|

|
l

Commons, Rt. Hon. J. W. Lowther
Thames from the terrace of the

E” has a rooted objection to anyone
bidding . above him.

Mr. Lowther’s Adieu.

The final adieu of Mr. Lowther took
vlace at ten o'clock at night, when he
came in after the committee stage on the
budget to move the adjournment form-
ally for the last time. Standing on the
steps of his dais, Mr. Lowther, wearing
his wig and gown for the last time in
parliament, shook hands with everybody,
and exchanged a few words of adieu with
most old hands. Ministers made their
parting with the out-going Speaker first,
and then members generally. It took
twenty minutes of quick and “intensive

- hand-shaking to get through the inform-

al last ceremony.

Mr. Churchill came in towards the
end, and he and Mr. Lowther exchanged
a special word or two, and Sir Edwin
Cornwell was the last member of all to
say good-bye. after members came the
sergeant-at-arms and officials, and then
the tail of the Speaker’s gown vanished
through the doors behind his chair, and
the House of Commons had lost for good
one of its most eminent figures in the
long and historic hierarchy of speakers.
Among the distinguished strangers who
witnessed with great interest part of the
farewell proceedings with Mr. Lowther
was Georges Carpentier, famous French
boxing champion, who looked quite a
distinguished, not to say elegant, figure,
and sald it must be “bon” to be a speaker
of the great British House of Commons.

The O. B. E.

l For my part,si have never .rt._h.a.red the
Lord Birkenhead, however, is deter- | prevalent journalistic habit of sneering
mined to have a yacht of -his very own lat the O. B. E. I regard that habit as
and is ambitious of entering her for ! rather typical of a certain strain of vul-
some of the big races. The Lord Chan- | gar suburban snobbishness in London
cellor has always been a keen sportsman. | journalism, because I have noted cere-
As a youngster he was captain of his! fully that the sneers directed against the
- school and when advancing years com- 0. B. E. take no account of the merit of

pelled him to give up Rugby he de- the recipients, but solely of their social
veloped into quite a decent player: of

degree. And I am confirmed in that im-
lawn tennis. efore he became +d pression by the huge fun a radical news-
Chancellor he was also a desperately |

paper has been making out of the dis-
keen bridge player. At the club which | covery that down in gentle West Kens-
he most frequents he had the reputation | ington there is a sweep who is a member
of having lost more money at the game

i of tae O. B. E.,, and puts his title on his

than any other man who frequented the i busxi‘t:icss l'?}f:ﬂiow Whten éle 1P“Shesd ]hl:
S 3 itics. “F, |round w ris sooty brushes and his

card room. At eards, as In politics, mellow cry. Tl&s particular O. B. E.
wesm | recipient was awarded the honor for a
| particularly plucky action performed

W . during the war while he was a special

' constable, Many a wealthy knight has
feceived his unmocked honor for far less
meritorious service. It is even alleged
that sometimes political knights have
purchased their distinctions, and tnat
there is a regular tar!ff in the form of
party fund contributions, which is not
actually hanging up in the whips’ room
at the House of Commons, but, neverthe-
less, is_well understood by interested
persons. I am probably deficient in a
sense of humor, but I cannot see why it
is any more absurd for a sweep to be an
0. B. E. than for a dustman to be a V.
C. London is proud of its municipal
dustman V. C. Why should radicals
jeer at its sweep O. B. E.? ;

What Did You Do?

«What did you do in the great parlia-
ment, Daddy?” The question is one
which most legislators must find it ex-
ceedingly embarrassing to answer when
they shake the dust of St. Stephen’s
from their feet and return to the joys
and pleasures of their domestic hearths.
But Cathcart Wason, who has just died,
would have been an. exception, for he,
was one of the few men at Westminster
who could really say that he did useful
work. It was his practice at moments
of leisure to seek out some comfortable
¢hair and settle down to the eminently
practical business of knitting socks. It
was wickedly suggested that his rather
peculiar hobby was dictated by a
shrewd expectation that the fame of his
exploit would penetrate even the fisher-
women in the remote islands of his con-
stituency. He would have made a fine
Machiaevelli on the stage, with his sal-
low complexion and pointed beard, and,
for so tall a man, had no complaint for
living so long a life. Until the three
Philipses came into the house, Eugene
and Cathcart Wason were the giants of
Westminster, standing six feet four or
six feet five in their socks. Cathcart

prospective candidates.
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the Orkneys, sometimes addressing meet-
ings in remote island, consisting of a
boatman, the boatman’s wife and chil-
dren, and some deeply interested sea-
gulls.

Mrs., Bamberger.

Mrs. Bamberger, wso was sentenced
on September 23 to nine months’ im-
prisonment for perjury in the divorce
court, was released from Holloway this
week. It has been said that she forfeit-
ed a few days’ remission of her sentence
by being found in possession of some
cigarettes, supposed to have been smug-
gled to her by a visitor. This is not
correct. 'Fhe regulations at Holloway
Prison are far too strict to permit of
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any such irregularity. The “punish-
ment” “was for a mild infraction of the
prison discipline. |
Her release will probably precipitate‘
a storm in the British. cinematograph
world. She has accepted a contract to
appear in a film drama to be written .
round some of the events of her
chequered life. Certan film artists are,
taking a firm stand against the intro- |
'duction of what they term “notoriety
instead of talent,” and threaten to strike.
On the other hand, Mrs. Bamberger
says that she possesses tegitimate talent. !
it is a fact that some years ago she was
14 musical comedy.

A Counter-Offensive,

Perhaps, after all, the greatest change
affected by the war may turn out to be
in the development of propaganda. It
is simply amazing how even in high and
dry official quarters they are now waking |
up to the realities of publicity. Before
1914 the notion of advertising anything
but soap, or candles, or something like
that, never entered most people’s heads.
But the war changed all that. Even the
shiest and most dignified public depart-
ments had to climb out on the hoard-
ings with a megaphone, and the habit,
once contracted, will never be dropped.
The value of publicity for propaganda
and political purposes is generally ac-
cepted. We are advertising our views
and our opinions today; they are re-
garded as “priprietory articles.” And so
the street-corner revolutionary and the
bar-parior Bolshie are no longer to be:
allowed a controversial walk-over.

The latest form of propaganda that
has come my way is a very ingenious
and probably quite effective one.
whole series of practical political essays,
in the simplest and most severely desic-
cated form, dealing with current topics
and problems like Bolshevism and Capi-
talism, are being distributed broadcast
among the workers in the London area.
They are called “Pay-Day Talks,” and
are thumbnail brochures, consisting of
three folding pages about twice the size
of a postage stamp, of which a score
could be carried in the waistcoat pocket,
and which any workman could easily ;
read through in three minutes. 1

The King's Gift. 1

There was one little incident in con !

nection with Sarah Bernhardt’s recent
season at the Prince’s Theatre which,
so far as I know, went unchronicled.
One evening, towards the close of the
run of “Daniel,” the Duke of York at-|
tend.« the performance, and, during one !
of the intervals, went round to the great |
star’s dressing-room and presented tq|
her a small memento from the king. He
carried also a graceful message to the |
veteran actress, assuring her that noth-!
ing but the labor crisis through which
we were then passing, would have pre-
vented the king from attending the per-
formance in person. Sarah Bernhardt |
thus adds one more gift to her wonderful
collection of royal souvenirs, including
one she received from King Edward and
Queen Alexandra when last she had the |
honor of performing before them — in |
Paris on the occasion of the famous |
“entente” visit. Bernhardt is now ap-
pearing in Holland for a fortnight, after |
which she says she really must have a
little rest. ‘

More Fisher Stories,

There are some characteristic anec-
dotes of the late Lord Fisher in Filson |
Young’s bogk “with the Battle Cruisers”.l
which is published -today. One of the
best concerns a scene at the Admiralty,
iwhen the then first Lord, Winston |
Churchill, proposed to employ the authorl
as a naval “eyewitness’, after the style |
of General Swinton with the army, and
asked Lord Fisher what he thought of
the idea. Although Mr. Young did not
know at the time that the breach over
the Dardanelles gamble had already oc-
curred, it was apparent that there was
trouble in the air, and the hot-tempered
|old seaman contradicted Mr. Churchill
'at once. A violent outburst followed,
Lord Fisher delivering a great tirade on
the navy, and the minister being “gentle”,
sympathetic, diplomatic, and even sooth-
ing to his hostile colleague”. The cil-
max was reached by Lord Fisher round-
ly abusing the unfortunate author, and
then suddenly putting his hand on his
shoulder and saying: “I didn’t mean any
thing personal against you—and don’t
mind what I said just now. I am always
violent! I was born violent; I wouldn’t
be weaned.” Altogether Mr. Young gives
a very human and sympathetic picture
of the great man.

Beatty’s “Cats” :

But the hero of this facinating volume
{ijs Admiral Beatty, with his battle crui-
| gers Lion, Queen Mary, Princess Royal,
and Tiger, known to the fleet as the
four “cats”, and the older invincible
class ships. The period during which
Mr. Young served on Beatty’s staff cov-
ered the Battle of the Dogger Bank, the
first fight in history between modern
capital ships, and he has a most stirring
account of that tremendous experience.
What about this as an example of the
naval mind? ‘“The officer in charge of
the foretransmitting station, (a sort of

.man battle crusiers, but in the middle

i Fleet coming out,” and then was added
rin “cipher “as soon as possible”.

A asked him what he meant by it, hecause
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POTATO SURPLUS
MILLION BUSHELS

Ottawa, May 18—In the senate today,
Senator Prowse called attention to high

freight rates in Prince Edward Island.
A surplus of a million bushels of pota-
toes could not be marketed on account
of them, he said. He urged that the
government railway needed a manager
familiar with local conditions. Potatoes
were selling for seventeen cents per
bushel, while freight rates’ were forty-
three cents per hundred pounds.

Snator Prowse’s plea was strongly en-
dorsed by Senator Murphy. The exist-
ing condition was intolerable, he said.

Sir James Lougheed reminded the two
senators from Prince Edward Island that
the government had no control over
freight rates. He advised them to press
their case before the railway commission.

The senate adjourned until Tuesday.

K. OF C. INSURANCE

An Ottawa despatch says: “The
Knights of Columbus will discontinue
writing insurance on its Canadian mem-
bers after July 1. This decision was
reached recently by the board of direc-
tors following the conference of the
Supreme officials with the Dominion
‘superintendent of insurance in Ottawa a
month ago.” It is understood that poli-
cies already in existence will not be af-
fected.

e

the lobby above followed by an out-
break of screames and cries, was heard
to observe “That either means Kingdom
Come or ten day’s ‘leave’—the infer-
ence being that the damage was so ser-
jous that it would mean the explosion
of a magazine or a long refit.” After
Beatty had to relinquish the command
owing to the flagship being disabled, the
chase was abandoned prematurely, and
next senior officer being misled by a very
simple device. The High Sea Fleet was
taken by surprise, and not in_ the least
ready to come to the rescue of the Ger-

of the confusion a wireless signal was
sent to the Seydlitz en clair, “High Sea

The
first part was, of course, intercepted
and understood by the British ships, and,
in the absemce of Beatty, the retired.

The Coster’s Tribute.

Until a few days ago the authorities
responsible for due supervision cf ar-
rangements at the Centopath, where day
and night there are never wanting
groups of pilgrims and fresh tributes of
fair English flowers, were puzzled by
the frequent discovery of a choice head
of cauliflower or a cabbage among the
wreaths o~~nd the base. But yesterday
an obsc, v« -liceman on duty there
saw, in t}he ve.y ¢ovly hours of the morn-
ing, a coster pus’ > his barrow along
Parliament street, ! v with vegetables !
from Covent Gardei: ' rket. When he
reached the Centopatih t ~ man halted,
removed his cap, and, ¢ “‘ing a fine
cauliflower from his barrcw nlaced it
quietly amongst the mass oi Ueautiful
flowers.

The constable intercepted the man, and

Washington, May 13—Selection of Gen-
eral John J. Pershing to the chief of
staff of the United States army, was an-
nounced today by Secretary of War
Weeks.

the police, almost. all ex-service men,
share the public sentiment about the
Centopath to the full. But there was
not the least suspicion of ribaldry or in-
sult in the coster’s thoughts. He told
the police officer that his coster chum
and partner of before the war had been
killed at his side in one of the Somme
attacks, and periodically he places some
tribute on the Centopath pediment to
his memory. He was too poor to afford
flowers, so he gave as his tribute the
best of his vegetables from Covent Gar-
den, and was sure his chum would
“understand and appreciate”. That
policeman promptly turned away with-
out another word. But I think he would
paralyse the Whitehall traffic for that
coster’s barrow even at midday in fu-
ture.

ATTEMPT TO FLOAT
STEAMER FAILED

The Yarmouth Herald of Tuesday
says: The attempt a day or so ago to
refloat the large freighter City of Colom-
bo, ashore on the Digby Neck shore, did
not prove successful and it had to be

abandoned for a few days until further
cement work was done. Word received
yesterday stated that would be complete
about the end of this week, when another
effort will be made to haul the ship from !
her rocky berth. .
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Man Thrown
Over Niagara?

Niagara Falls, May 13—Ralph Hol-
comb, a business man of Albion, N. Y,
is believed by the authorities here to
have been attacked, robbed, thrown into
the rapids and carried to death over the
American falls. A coat ripped across
the back, and a hat were found on the

!shorc near Goat Island biidge. The
state reservation police foumpd insurance
papers and other documents in the coat
pockets bearing Holcomb’s, name and
address.

Mrs, Holcomb, to whom, the facts were
replied that her husband left
Thursday wikh considerable

i
| wired,

home on
money.

A Revel newspaper prints a report
from the Russo-Finnish border to the
effect that Leon Trotsky, Soviet war
wmsnister, is seriously ill. with cancer.
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