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are the freest people, thé members of whose government are 
nast truly as they ought to be, the servants and not the masters 

of the public; and whose constitutional forms 
to ^effectuate, and least adapted to trick and are

ho Xtl

suggestmn that Canada should unite her fortunes with those of 
the Great Republic. To these invitations I invariably replied bv
060^6 thft nnïrthat “ W® Were essentially a democratic 
f. J ’ that nothing would content us unless the popular will
Exécntiv!rni H aD im:ne,Halte and c?“?plate control over the 
r< the country ; that the Ministers who conducted the

sd7anTent vere,but “ ccmmittee of Parliament which was it-wt ildhT^r^0^ co‘lstifcuencies, and that no Canadian 
would be able to breathe freely if he thought that the persons
themsimeter-ln-g th° ,affairs of his country were removed beyond 
the supervision and contact of our own legislative assemblies’’

Here we have a reference to the potent fact that in Canada we 
possess a system of responsible parliamentary government as

mentn;?1lhhedTTfr?m1 & Presiden^l and cong^sional gover^
of k ^mt!d Stat!8-C Thi8 is 0ue of the most important of the Canadian forms of freedom, though I do not propose to
dwell long upon it, partly because I think it is a matter with 
winch people are more generally familiar than with some I have
from th°nf Tbe/mcrican system of separating the Executive 
from the Legislature is, as Sir Henry Maine points out,* very 
like the system favoured by King George III. The modem 
British system was not developed, until some time after the 
American Revolution. The Americans, however, fettered them-

benVefitMahWnmen con9t,fufcion almost impossible to amend ; we vek,nrnenf ^TT ! CU,:rent °f British constitutional de-

2 ! “ ' the Ame[lcan system the President and theecretanes of State cannot be members either o the House of 
Représentatives or of the Senate; they are under no direct re-
Slbn ‘ rto^"r8 °f ,anJ kind; nor can they take any
Br?H?hP k™ :n,ltlatln^0r debating any measure. 'Under our 
Bnt sh systemthe Ministers of the Crown not only may but
must have seats in one or other House of Parliament, and 
directly responsible to the popular House. Cabinet Ministers 
the Ï- a c<?ra.mitt®e of the legislature chosen by the majority for 
™Ltimeffiemg‘ They are accountable to the legislature and must 
resign office as soon as they lose its confidence, or else dissolve 
rarliament and accept whatever verdict the country may give.

are

* h Popular Government,’' pp. 207, 212, 227.

:n.”
nee
the
ses
ffie
om
1er
lat
re-
lal.
In
ids
’ty
’he
ide
PM
;he
im
mt
n”
its
it,

CD
 p

Sc
 Sr

Sl
-S

’S
S S

-E
-

*

r&
1

» 
-x

rn
.1

■m
-

rr
rr

55
fe


