iOf all American industries whaling is ons
}f the oldast and yet one which, although |
heglected- and becoming a thing of the
bast, there has been little, if any, devel-|
ment. . Sixty years ago, when the in-|
try was at its' height, nc less than 730 |
sels were scouring the seas in search |
the leviathans and everyone of these |
aft flew  the American ensign. !
.The New England states, and particu- |
ly Massachusetts, i
e centre. In 1854, from New Bedford |
ttle town of New Bedford, Mass., was
e centre. I n 1854, for mNéw Bediord |
one there were sailing 113 whaling ships '
ound to every port on the globe. In
P04, half a century later, there werz but
we ships to sail for the whaling grounds.
The latest issue of ' the Whalemen’s'
hipping List shows that there are today |
aged in the whaling industry but 36'
sssels representing all that is left of the
pce great business.
‘What is the cause of the decline? one
ay ask. It is the result of an evolytion.
Vhen' the whaling industry was at its
igh- water mark. the discovery of petro-
am was made, a discovery that instantly
eated a revolution in more than one
mse. - At that time whale oil was used
lighting but petroleum, cheaper and
ore plentiful, speedily came info gen-

sl use. i
With the demand for the cheaper fuel!
ime a drop in the price of whale oil, nat |
ch at first but as the various by-prod-:
s of petroleum developed and many,
icles that were formerly made of oil;
ere superceded by petrolaum the price
the oil gradually but surely declined,
riking the death blow to the industry
the deep.

Some idea of what this means may he
gderstood when one learns that in 1863
lerm oil sold for $2.25 a gallon whereas

y it is quoted at 51 cents a gallon.

e of the remarkable features of the,
ustry that in ‘all these years there.

been but little development in the
thods employed in the pursuit of the
ale, and what little development there

been is chiefly in the use of a few
am vessels and the adoption of modern:

to the sailing ships employed. i

he mse of the steam whaler is adapted

the Aretic waters, where it is more
dy in dodging vast floes and escaping

danger of being nipped by the ice, a

that has sent so many staunch sailing

t. to the bottom. Then too the

ers employ steam for the trying out
the oil, instead of boiling it as is done |

L the eailing craft. Donkey engines for
isting are modern features on many of

sailing craft, while iron tanks take the
pce of wooden ones.

f the apparatus used in the capture;]
i@ killing of the whale there ig practical-
no change and the implements now

were in vogue half a century ago.!
the death-dealing appliance the -shoul- |
r bomb gun and lance play the most im- |
rtant part, and every whaler carries a;
1 cupply of them. The bomb-gun is a
ht but powerful and effective weapon.;
Fhe bomb consists of a brass tube from |
r to six inches long and filled with gun-
wder. Like a torpedo it is not intended |
explode until it has pierced thz vitals
the mammal and its work is almost in-
intaneous. The weapon and its projec-
3 is ' the invention of Captain Eben
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An American Industry That is Rapidly
Beeoming a Thing of the Past.

Pierce, a hard Down Easter, who made
the first one in Honolulu.

This was 40 years or more ago and it
marked the last stage of
along that line ,the first being the sword-
lance, the second the lance-bomb. With
these instruments it was necessary to go
alongside the whale and it required the
utmost skill in placing the lances in just
the right place. ~With the gun the ap-

were the principal | proach was less close and yzt, pespite the

gun there are today whalers who disdain
to use anything save the sword-lance.

The process of “cutting in” and “trying
out” a whale is almost exactly the
same as it was 50 years ago, except, as

i stated the steam whalers use steam in-

stead of the fires.

There is one incentive, however, that
keeps and will always keep a few whale-
men afloat and that is the high price of
whalebone. The industry is divided into
three classes—those who hunt for sperm
whales alone, those who hunt for sperm
and right whales and those who hunt for
right and bowhead whales.

The length of a whaling voyage nowa-
days varies from four months to three
years whereas in the palmy days a ves-
sel rarely returned in less than four years
and was frequently gone five. The old
timers went in search of both the right

iand the sperm whales and as the habitat

of these species is widely separated the
cruises of the early whalemen necessarily
involved traversing the warm and cold
seas altke. At the present time there are
but few craft that combine the two kinds

: of whaling.

The officers and crew of a whaling bark
number about 33 men. Instead of being

; given fixed wages, the old way of shipping

on shares is yet in vogue, Each member of
the crew, from the highest to the.low-
est. goes on a “lay” When the voyage has
ended, the catch figured out, the expenses
of the vessel deducted and all debts made
good the ‘divvy” is made and each re-
ceives his pay according to his lay. The
lay of the captain may be one-fourteenth
while that of the cabin boy may be as lit-
tle as one two-hundredth and fiftieth, this
portion being knewn as the “long lay.”

The fitting out of a whaling bark that
is to be gone on a cruise of three or four
years is not a simple task. It is true that
they can put into ports now and then to
replenish their stores, ete., but they have
to start well provided against the ordinary
contingencies of those who go down to the
sea in ships.

For the vessel there is the dockyard
overhaul and she is carefully gone over
from stem to stern and from keel to truck,
every seam caulked and painted, the cop-
per on her hull renewed in necessary
places, her topsides painted, her decks

i smoothed, her rigging, running and stand-

ing, overhauled, sot up and renewed, her

| spars examined and a hundred and one

things done in order that she may leave
port in as good condition as possible.
There are times, too, when they need

much attention for now and then they !

limp home from a voyage in which Father
Neptune has pretty nearly handed them
over to his son, Davy Jones. But, &> long
as they come home laden with oil and each
member of the crew receives a handsome
lay there is little to complain of and the
ship yard men are not sorry.

When the whaler has been dropped from |

the ways glistening with fresh paint and
varnish she is placed alongside of a pier
and the work of fitting out begins. There
are spare ropes. by the bale, two or three
complete snits of sails, bolts of canvas,
casks of paint, varnish and tar and many
other articles for the ship itself.

Then comes many small timbers and
cedar planks for the small boats for in the
chase after the whales it is not unusual to
have a boat or twn stove in. Sometimes
they are so badly broken as to re-
quire practically rebuilding and the car-
penter of the ship has a busy time of it.

Last, but not least, are the stores for |
the crew. The “salt horse’™ of ve olden |
days no longer reposes in the “harmess”
cask for tinned meats have taken its place
but there are many other things and the
outfit for a2 cruise would stock a goed
sized grocery store.

After the steward has completed his
work and the last box or barrel is on

development |,

|

YHE EVENING TIMES, ST. JOHN, N. B. SATURDAY SEFTEMBER 21, 1907 '

1%

W IALING

¥V W7 24277 72700

&)

22 7 4) N\

& 7 4/ g
%//&~/

\M/

' - I Y
),

-
——
—
——
——

\\\\‘\\\s. e RS

board the “slop chest” follows. The slop
chest is an institution as old as ships
themselves. The origin dates back so far
that it is not known but it has undergone
no change. It is today what is has al-
ways been, a store of clothes, oilskins,
tobacco, pipes, needles and a host ot
other things, and it is kept by the master
of the vessel who derives what little pro-
fit there may be gained from it. The
articles are sold to the crew as required
and the price is charged against their
lays.

The siop chest has been the cause of
much trouble, for now and then masters,
too keen on*the making of a few dollars,
have charged extortionate prices for their
wares and, on more than one occasion,
mutinies with their accompanying hor-
rors of murder and marooning have had
their beginning over the slop chest.
Therefore the chest is regarded with more
or less reverence by decp sea sailors and
by it skippers have made themselves be-
loved or hated.

Just before the whaler is about to sail
her small boats are brought to her. Every
vessel of over ten tons carries small boats
but those the whaler carries are peculiar
to themselves. A whaling bark carries
six or seven of them. Four are swung to
davits and the others, known as spare
boats, are carried bottom up on the deck
houses. The boats -on the davits are car-
ried differently from those on ordinary
craft, for the whaler carries but one on
the starboard side and three on the port
side. ,

The first few days of the voyage are
busy ones. The crew is mustered aft and
the captain reads the law, giving each
to understand that the regulations are to
be observed, that each man must work
in harmony with the other for the good
of all, that there must be no shirking and
that the penalty will be the forfeiting of

| the lay.

Then the watches are chosen and the
routine begins. The greenhorns, if there
are any, are taught the ropes, ete., and
members of the crew are sent aloft to rig
the “crow’s nest.” At the{ fore and main

topgallant cross trees platforms are fitted
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and above, waist high hoops, like great
spectacles, are securéd. '

The masthead lookout creeps up on the
platform, through the hoop, rests his
arms on the latter, and begins his vigil.
From daylight until dark, in 'two hour
shifts, the crow’s nests are manned.

The whaler 18 sailed steadily and as
rapidly as possible throughout the day,
but with the coming of darkness, sail is
shortened and she is virtually hove to.
If the weather is fair to moderate and
there are a number of inexperienced men
in the crew the monotony of the daylight
cruising is broken by boat drille. Per-
haps a school of blackfish, a small species
of whale from 16 feet to 24 feet, is pick-
ed up and then the crews are given prac-
tice with them. These fish yield from
three to five barrels of oil, but, as a rule
the Whaleships do not bother with them
except for the purpose of training the
crew for the larger and more profitable
fish.

It may be a day, a week, a month or
even longer before the first whale is
sighted but when the glad time comes
and the familiar cry “There she blows.
There she blows” is heard from aloft a
tremor of excitement is felt by everyone
on board.

“Where away?’ queries the skipper,
and as the answer, “About three peints
off the port quarter, sir” is heard every
eye is turned in that direction. A mile
or two away a small stream of water ris-
ing out of the bosom of the sea like a
tiny fountain denotes the presence of a
whale, instantly all is action, the crews
of the small boats rush to their stations
and at the command “Lower away” three
crafts splash into the water and four pair
of arms in each hurry them to their
quarry.

Each whaleboat carries a crew of six—
an officer, a boatsteerer and four oars-
men. The boats are each twenty-eight
feet long, six feet beam with a round
buoyant bottom and a deep sheer that
enables them to ride dry under conditions
that would quickly swamp the ordinary
type of boat of the same length. The
boats are provided with centreboards and
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his astonishment at the prick, another
iron is thrust inte him. With a mighty
sweep of his tail the monster darts head
down for the bottom of the sea, the whale
line runs out of the tub and over a brass
roller in the bow with such rapidity that
‘it fairly smokes from the friction; indeed
it is often necessary to pour water on it.

At last when the 75 or 8¢ fathom mark
is reached there is a slackening cf the line,
then a stop and the men krow that the
whale has turned and is ascending. This is
the most ticklish part of the work. The
sperm whale 'is a great fighter, using its
tail and jaw with fearful effect and many
a gallant crew have become victims to its
ferocity. -

As the whale comes toward the surface
the line is watched, the slack hauled in
and coiled back in the tubs for sometimes
the whale has to be plaved, especially if
his struggles consist of numberless sound-
ings. Sometimes the whale will rush away
dragging the boat through the water at
terrific speed; so fast that if there is any
sea, the lines have to be cut to prevent
being swamped. :

Whiie this is going on the other boats,
if there be no more whales in the vicinity,
lay around and wait. Very often it i
well they do for now and then a whale
will sound and come tc the surface along-
side of the boat. A swish of the tail and
there is a badly smashed boat and six
men swimming for their lives. It is then
that one boat goes to the rescue and the
other after the whale.

When the whale has been played until
it is exhausted and lies still the really
critical part of the work comes—placing
the lance. Again the boat is placed along-
side and the long sword-like weapon is
plunged into the monster’s side. There “is
another rush or sounding but the death
wound has been given and in a little while
the whale turns on its back and expires.
. It is curious to mote that almost every
whale dies with its head toward the sun
and also that when dead it rolls over on
its side exposing one of its fins, hence the
whalers use the expressior “fin out’” when
referring to death. ‘

With the death of the whale begins the
real work. The huge fish is towed to the
ship and laid along side tail to the bow.
All whalers “cut in”” on the starboard side
and the ship’s rail is removed and a plat-
form rigged out. On this stand the cut-
ters and they work with long spades.

First a hole is cut near the whale’s eye
while other cuts are made, four feet apart,
until a great strip, known as the “blanket

Have a Good Complexion
The Flower of Good Health

Keep the skin clean and healthy by
washing it in soft water and fine castile
soap. Use plenty of friction, a coarse
towel, is just the thing. The secret is
to bring the blood to the' surface and
maintain healthy skin. But you must
have plenty of blood—the red kind, rich
and pure. Unsightly blotches and blem-
ishes will disappear. You will then en-
joy the charm that a healthy complexion
always gives.

Ferrozone cleanses inside just as soap
does outside—by driving all humors and
poison from the blood.

Ferrozone will give you a ravenous ap-
petite, it has to, to form blood and sinew.

Blood is simply digested food which
keeps the body alive and nerves steady

Ferrozone aids digestion, makes you
strong and mentally active. Nerves—per-
haps you are nervous now, but you won't
be if you take Ferrozone.

Sleep—of course you will—Ferrozone is
simply fine for weakness, and is so pure
everything in it builds you up.

Just take Ferrozone and sse what it
will do,—watch your weight increase and
note the additional strength it brings.
For a tonic and rebuilder it is the best
yet. Thousands use it. They say they
could not get along with out it. Beétter
get a 50c. box from your druggist.

Trade Secrets That are
Worth Millions

)
|
mast and sails and an ordinary rudder;
as well as a twenty-two foot steering’
oar.

Despite the boats being comparatively!
small and their crews of six taking con-
siderable space, it is astonishing how much
gear, etc, is also carried. In addition to
the two tubs of whale line, each line be-
ing several hundred fathoms long, four
or five harpoons, lances, a hatchet or two
and four knives, the latter being kept
handy in event of having to cut the whale
line, there are “waif flags,” ’a fluke epade,
a boat hook and a number of emaller ar-
ticles, all of which are used in the hunt.
Then there is another outfit and that is
for the preservation and comfort of ‘the
men. This consists of a drag to which
the boat lays in event of heavy weather,
a keg of bread, a. breaker of water, a keg
containing a lantern, candles, matches,
tobacco and pipes, a package of “‘First
Aid to the Wounded’ ’and a compass.

By this it will be seen’that the whale-
men go fairly well prepared. They have
to or else run the risk of losipg their
lives for to be overtaken by darkness or
lose their ship in a sudden fog means pos-
sible suffering.

When chasing a whale the boatsteerer,
who is also the harpooner, pulls the for-
ward oar. As a rule a whale pays little
attention to the approaching boat which,
with ocars and oarlocks wrapped with
rope, silently comes up alongside. Then
the harpooner drops his oar, picks wup
either his harnoon or bomb-gun and waits
for a favorable moment.

Generally the first warming that the
whale has is the report of the gun and
he plunges for the bottom. Too late, how-
ever, for even as he make his first move-
ment the deadly bomb has exploded in
his vitals and the water is reddening with
his blood. There is no sport at all in this
method of whaling and many men, al-
though it is a matter of business, will not
adopt it. They prefer to give the mam-
mal a chance.

With the harpoon there is a difference.
The thrower standing in the bow of his
boat hurls the iron with all his might.
Then. before the whale has recovered from

Few people have the precious knack of
realizing the cash value of an idea of
merit. Thes: individuals with a few ex-
ceptions become millionaires. One wealthy
family now ennobled in England bases
its greatness on a new and discreet method
of making shoe blacking. Worcester
Sauce is a socret preparation, although
probably simple yet it has made millions
for the owners of the recipe. Wiltshire
bacon famous in England and bought in
big quantities by the very rich all over
the world is cured by a secret process. It/
has produced vast fortunes for a few men.

The monks who know the ancient meth-
od of making the cordial, Chartreuse, have
been expelled from France but they have
taken their secret with them and will
make millions more out of their knowl-
edge of how this preparation is made. The
Oxford Press value their secret method of
making tough yet thin paper on which
millions of Bibles are printed yearly. The
Portal family for nearly fifty years have
made all the paper for Bank of England
notes. - This secret is worth $200,000 a year
to the family wkich owns it. It must b2
remembered that no patent could cover
these secrets: and in this country even if
covered by a patent it would only: last 21
vears. Some of the most valuable trade
secrets in the world have been owned and
operated for fifty years.

Just as deep a commercial secret is the
texture and dye of the wonderful robes
worn by the Cardinals at the Vatican at
Rome. It is an old family secret and
strangely enough this family is said to be
not of the Roman Catholic faith.

The Bass family, now ennobled, made
its fortune on an old woman's secret meth-
od of making ale. An old carrier or ex-
press wagon driver is said to have first
made Bass ale for sale at Burton-on-Trent.

There ure many priceless trade secrets
which have been lost in varicus profes-
sions and trades. The marvelous Toledo
blades cannot now be produced. The fa-
mous Italian violins of 150 years ago were

piece” is outlined. Then from the rigging
a block and fall with a blubber hook is
lowered, the hook fastened in the hole, the
windless manned and the sheet of blubber,
like a great piece of sod is raised. The
blubber, a foot or more thick, is then cut
in small pieces and lowered into the held
to be treated later.

In the meantime a man is cutting off
the whale’s head, a task of much diﬁicu]t.y
requiring from two to four hours but it
is time well spent for the head of the
sperm whale is valuable. Tt is divided into
three parts—the case, the junk and the
bony part. The case is the upper part and
has a cavity filled with clear oil known as
spermaceti, sometimes as mauch as 25 bar-
rels, which is the most valuable of' th.e
yvield. The relative value of the head is
such that it usually yields two-fifths of the
oil from the entire whale.

The junk is -a wedge-shaped mass of cel-
lular formation of flesh that contains sev-
eral barrels of oil. The bony part is th'e
skull and the lower jaw bone an this is,
usually saved for making ornaments, canes,
ete, called “skrimshening” by the whale-
men.

When all parts of value have been taken
from the whale and placed on board the
remainder of the carcass is cut adrift—
food for sharks which quickly gather for
the feast. In the blubber room men w1_th
knives and spades cut the meat into bits
a foot and a half long and six inches wide
—“horse pieces’—and these are then car-
ried into the “mincing horse” a table
where men slash them into thin slices that
just Mang together like pieces of bacon.
These pieces are then known as “books™
and they are then ready for the try-pots.

The pots are huge iron kettles beneath
which fires are built and as the oil tries
out of the blubber it is bailed into copper
receptables to cool and is then barreled
and stowed away in the lower hold. The
residue of the blubber—the scrap—is used
for fuel and thus it may be said the whale
furnishes its own fuel.

The trying out is the hardest and most
disagreeable part of whaling and as.lde
from the labor there is the task of getting
the ship clean again. Of course if there are
few whales there is not much to be done,
but a quick voyage with good returns |
means that there has been very little if
any idle time either fore or aft. s

Whaling as an occupation is an excx.t-
ing one and as long as there is a profit in
it there will, perhaps, always be a few ad-
venturesome spirits who will ship on such
voyages.
- ST

THE NON-PRODUCERS
(Montreal Witness.)

There- is a saying in Europe that every
man who works for a living carries a sol-
dier and a non-producer on his back. Ac-
cording to Dr. Charles J. Bushnell, a
‘Washington statistician, it costs the peo-
ple of the United States six thousand
million dollare a year to support- their
criminals and paupers. These figures stag-
ger imagination, but they do things over
there in such a big scale that one is sur-
prised at nothing in the way of millions
however applied. Dr. Bushnell, whose as-
sertion is endorsed by his wife, claims that
his figures are taken from .authoritative
sources and challenges anyone fo disprove
their accuracy. He describes this crim-
inal and pauper affliction as ‘“The Social
Illness (of the United States,” a correct
designation surely, if his statistics be
accurate. He points out further that the
increase of wealth in the Republic is only
five” thousand million dollars a year,
which; goes to show that the criminals
and paupers are devouring the wealth of
the nation faster than it accumulates, and
must in time, if not checked, end in na-
national bankruptey. This publicist has
here carried his statements further than
they will \carry conviction. But it is un-
doubtedly true that the parasite classes
referred to do impose an enormous burden
upon the producers and workers. Every
honest man who marries and raises a
family in respectability carries a heavy
burden, and, in addition must bear a
share in supporting the families of the
vicious and improvident, from whom the
criminal and pauper armies are recruited.

PILES CURED at HOME by
New Absorption Method

If you suffer from bleeding, itch-
ing, blind or protruding Piles, send
me your address, and 1 will tell you
how to cure yourself at home by the
new absorption treatment; and will
also send some of this home treat-
ment free for trial, with references
from your own locality if requested.
Immediate relief and permanent
cure assured. Send no money, but
tell others of this offer. = Write to-
day to Mrs. M. Summers, Box
P. 71, Windsor, Ont,

Paddy on learning that his married sis
ter had given birth to a child hastened
to pay his respects to her and make in-
quiry as to the sex of the child. Meeting
the nurse at the door of her sister’s home.
Paddy smilingly said: ‘“Please, ma’am,
carry me congratylations to me sister an’
ask whither I'm an uncle or aunt.”

WILSON'S

FLY
PADS

— SOLD BY —
DRUCCISTS, CROCERS anp CENERAL STORES

One packet
has actually
killed a bushel
of flles.

mad by processes no longer understood
and vainly sought after by medern --.\'per—l
imenters and workwen,

10¢. per packet, or 3 ts for 25c.
wiil last 2 whole season.
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