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OW would you like to live in 
table Happy Land, where sunny 
skies are ever reflected in the smiles 

•f a prosperous, contented peoplef
Can you mentally picture a country where 

. poverty is practically unknown; where crime 
, ‘ is rare; where there are no strikes, no con- 
«». fticts between classes, no unemployed, tramps^ 

paupers or beggars?
_p A Such is New Zealattd, that remarkable 

colony in the South Pacific. It is “a long way 
*" from anywhere," but its people are a long 

way in advance of many more self-satisfied 
and puffed-up nations.

There are strange things in New Zea- 
*», land—things seen nowhere else on earth. It 
"* Aas wingless birds—a system of state 
»«•' support for all aged people. There are queer 

flying fish in the waters—but no , high-. 
/?’* flying millionaires on land. There are 
*jj*l lizards so sluggish that they can scarcely keep 
A with their shadows—<j»</ /a*or laws that
Vi <” Àfcffir intelligent advance have distanced 

all the other legislation in the world.
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Strange as It may seem, the railroads of New 

Zealand are, conducted for tile benefit of the peopl^.
They cost the ffovèrntnent over tl00.000.060. Low 

r rates are made for passengers and shippers, and these 
rates are reduced whenever possible.

This Is on the principle that the railways are pub
lic property, and any profits above malntenahce and 
interest on cost of construction should be distributed 
in the shape of lower rates.

Concessions to the amount of considerably over $t,- 
000.000 have already been made to patrons. The city 

'&BZ/7*Oa<Z$ Tbecf worker who lives In the country Is given a cheap 
rate per week for his round trips, so that he can 
enjoy rural surroundings at the lowest possible cost 
of reaching 'them. Excursions for children are fre
quently run from the country districts to the city at 
a rate of about four miles for 1 cent

Two classes of tickets are sold, the second at about 
half the cost of the first Second-class cars are clean1 
and comfortable, and in them the poorer classes travel 
from station, to station at slight expense.

Telegraph and telephone systc ms are also gov
ernment property, and are operated to give the people 
the best service at the lowest possible rates. In a
similar way the government operates its coal mines. . Ca!1*d Î® re*?° ® pOS‘tlon by a pollttcal u?'
In order to check extortion on the part of private .®aval *“ 1890- Mr- Seddon and hla co-workers found
dealers, this coal is offered, if necessary, at little more the country in sore straits. Times were hard, farm
than the cost of production. landa were heav,,5r mortgaged, a general strike had

There are no insurance scandals in New Zealand. * paral>'Ied industrlee, and many persons wore leaving 
The Government Life Insurance Department is so
popular that Its policies are taken by a great ma- „ W“Athe reaolutJon and foresight of a statesman, 
jority of the people. Just as they deposit in government „ feddon apI>Ued himself to devising measures of 
Inetead of in State banks. relief. One by one, steps were taken in, the direction

When a New Zealairter makes his will, he deposits °f ”f0™* and the’ application of adranced ideas, until 
It with the ppbllp, truste* and, dying, leaves his af- " KraduaUy the preaent elaborate system of government 

of the ftirs in the !*»«> a State official, with the conk- ! : ° Wr«^P-f ^ ÿeptro J^w^ s jp*ed out, _
dense that his estate will hot be wasted by mis man-* , 6 ot ti” features of thé nfevw idei Was tht ex-
acement. tension of suffrage to all. to women as well as-men,

A government officer of good legal attainment is *° ^Horlc “ weU as Persons of European descent. In
executor, guardian, truetee and investor. He man- e®d’ one ™rlter on New Zca,and affairs asserts; that 
ages the business of minors, winds up estates, ex- 'a 'n a few scor® years the -Maoris have beqn 
amines titles and distributee shares to legatees, all at “hanged from cannibals to politicians—a natural evo- 
trifling cost to the estate- lution atter aU. perhaps.

There are over 42,000 pure-blooded Maoris., very 
many of whom are landholders. Four members of 
the race are in the New Zealand Parliament and one 
has been a member of the Cabinet. The Maori w<&nen, 
once the slaves of the men. have learned to assert 
their rights, and take as much interest in the priv
ilege of the ballot as âo their sisters of European 
descent.

The majority of thé women in New Zealand avail 
themselves of their franchise. Perhaps that is why 
good fortune has attended the innovations of 
ernment which they helped bring about.

from the usual employers’ liability law, in that It has* 
nothing to do with liability; no inference is draw. 
that the employer is at fault in case of accident.

The law simply views the fact that another bren 
winner has been struck from the list, temporarily 
permanently, and, so far as money çan do so, the Ids 
must be made good by the business in which In 
worked. The compensation usually. takes the shape 
of half pay for a definite time, commuted to a lump 
sum if the injury is permanent. ,

In order that the law might not bear too heavily 
upon employers, the provisions of the government life 
Insurance department were extended to cover aeci 
dept Insurance, so that the employers, at a small 
coàt, could protect themselves.
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When New Zealand's accomplishments pension is about 1250 a y Jar.

^ VjomizedTn the statement that she has pC
Vtrtually abolished poverty, banished' crime sionere being those who were too old to get a good 
and installed a most remarkable demonstra- Züt ^ T.w

tion op peace, prosperity and good will among , wUI not draw heavily upon the pension fund, as the
men—all through legislation and assumed ^“y wealth ot the country now averages about

governmental functions----- one feels inclined AU the railroads, telegraph and telephone lines and
to say, “Let's stop and take a look at that I ?VeT 1,011110 utilities in New Zealand are owned by
rmin.tr>3 sswiwe"1 ,tbe government It is the people’s banker, conducts a
country} anyway. life and accident insurance business, mines coal and

sells it at a little abevB' cost, loans money to settlers
__ , at a .low rate' of interne* and, if desired, takes charge

Jdnder t,tie.„,S°’ithe7n Vw A6,, N.tW “I looked all over a pretty public park filled with °7 eatates’ *° that a man may die In peace, knowing
Zealand group of Islands has been called the a Sundae- afternoon crowd to see if any policemen that fa|thless trustees? (Will not squander his estate.
Pearl of the South Pacific. In area the group were there. Several thousand people had come mut- but that it will be administered justly and well for

.... !» only slightly less than Great Britain and Irelan^ t» hear #he„ band «lay. meet their-friends and sjfend - the benefit of Wa fasafljs.
Ï- . the Middle Island alone being larger than England a gala afternoon on the lawns, under the. trees rand The government is_ the largest landlord

and Wales combined. The 3000 miles of coast line of among the gorgeous flower beds. But I failed to dis- c°untry. Taking possession, years ago, of all uneet-
the islands include some excellent harbors. cover a single policeman. j tied land, it is continually adding to its holdings by

Some of the mountains are perpetually snow- “On ^abor Day Ï watched the behavipr of 14;000 Purchase, thé object being to break up large proper-
-»v clad, while they overlook valleys in which hot springs people, but did not see a single disorderly^ drunken ties lrito small farms

send aloft their shafts of steam and where huge gey- person, nor any occurrence in the least disturbing sma11
> sers spout. The picturesque mountain ranges, fertile to public peace and order. On election night when

*7* valleys, grassy plains, rippling rivers and crystal lakes crowds filled the streets, only three cases of rowdyieh
make up a landscape that -reminds the traveler of misconduct wete reported.” "-V '

’ 7 Scotland in its beauty, while the climate and growth 
of semi-tropical fruits resemble those of southern 

t ¥* California.
-For it is never too hot or too cold in New Zealand.

** There are no blizsards to menace crops and herds;
* '' no blistering drouths such as afflict parts of Australia.

' ^ • and well-being
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WORK QF A GREAT PREMIER
Many of these interesting features of New Zea

land's plunge into experimental government word 
worked out «by Right Honorable R J. Seddon; Premie 
of the Colony, assisted by Sir Joseph Ward, leadc 
in Parliament, and others prominent Unofficial and 
business life.
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success of this policy, on 
one estate so acquired,4 the land, which supported only 
a dozen shepherds a fW years ago, is now covered 
with homesteads, giving employment and support to 
about 2000 people.

These lands are leased In perpetuity by the State, 
so tliaty while the occupants are virtual owners, title 
always remains with the government. This is to pre
vent any such land monopoly as Is common In other 
countries.

i
STATE LABOR BUREAU

NO CRIMINAL CLASS
New Zealand. it: might be said, has ne criminal 

class. Criminal cases, ot the kind that usually Indi
cate crime and a criminal class elsewhere, are rarely 
heard in the Magistrates’ courts. Borne time ago, when 
an Insane man killed a Chinaman, the whole country 
expressed horror; it was the oniÿ homicide that' had 
been reported for many months.

Universal contentment, of course, has much to do 
with this state of affairs. The 
try, its climate and its laws, 
ur© of crops is unknown. t

When New Zealand, some fifteen or more years 
ago, undertook to solve the problem of government 
ownership by actual experiment, it did not mince 
upon the edge of the stream, but plunged boldly in 
up to the neck. Paternal care of its people begins 
almost at the cradle. ?

The State gives each child a good education. If a 
boy of the laboring class, it guarantees that he shall 
be taught a trade, and later exerts itself to find him 
work at the trade. If he wishes to undertake farm
ing, it will loan him money with which to begin, and 
lease him a farm on long time at an easy rate.

When age, sickness or accident has deprived kim 
of the ability to earn a living, the government comes 
to the rescue. Those who have reached 65 years, with
out having a certain Income or certain amount ' of 
property, are pensioned—men and women alike. This

The State labor bureau maintains offices In every 
part of the country. When a man is out of work, he 
applies to one of these bureaus and Is at once ad
vised of demand for labor of bis kind in any section 
of New Zealand.
transportation, which the new employer returns to 
the State ■ from the first wages of the employe. It

___________ . . „ ___  , is said that no man need be idle in New Zealand if
»... . - not more than 4 per cent. This leaves h.settlers free to use their ready money for the pur- e f® ,,r s ”orlt' '
chase of stock. Implements, fences and buildings. They Strikes have ceased to make their appearance since 
ar® to. borrow money from the State, up to the present laws regarding compulsory arbitration be-
122 omfaonPhA lwF® 2? val*î? of tlie land- About came effective. All mattérs of dispute between work- 122,000,000 has already been advanced in this way men and employers go before a court created espe- 

5. ?®SSrlty ba,lie ot 139.000,000. dally to settle labor disputes. P
A„UtJbi.?ues,lo.’ï may be asked, Does the State ad- This tribunal consists of two assessors-one ap- 

th?Ct«n,2nt®sn.vn “’T'u.1*" w.,aB ,seeurtty? Suppose pointed by the workers' union, the other by the em- Statè sdi! hla ebUgaUon. then does the ployers’ association—and a third and presiding mem-
Tn °îyn laFd I” payment of its own claim? ber, who is a Judge of the Supreme Court.

„„ P*ace> land leased by a State tenant is, All the evidence bearing upon the case is care-
titlê* mî?«w1ttn JL^.°w.nel,di by.hlm, the State ■ holding fully sifted and the decision of the court is final for
annf. to Pr*Jent blm from disposing of it to a certain period, usually for three years. Business is

^Th^b.lJlou,^Iand jabber. . not Interrupted; the workmen continue at their ta'ks
If «*« a?y attempt to shirk obligations: at their old wages, until the case is settled. If they

?_Q®8 ,?ot eate to conduct himself so as to hold are awarded higher wages, the award is effective at 
po5ee-e^!°"‘ tbvfe 5” °<herB tylUtog to take the land once. There Is no delay In, settling labor disputes
viA^ü"^® i.hi-£blJ?atlons- Then- t00’ there are pro- and the stirring up of trouble over them is not
visions by which the government can step In and mltted. 
ta*e ever land which Is slovenly cultivated or not Another benefit to the laboring class is the work- 
cultivated at all, and lease it again to better tenants. men's compensation for accident. This Is different

The- government furnishes himSuch are nature’s contributions to the happiness 
yt the people. With such rich assets 

upon which to base the fabric of tbeir social and eco
nomic system, they have endeavored to present to 

‘ - the world a few new ’’stunts” in the way of "gov
ernment of the people, by the people and for the peo
ple’’—which shows no indication of perishing from 
the earth as an impracticable experiment, but, on 
the-contrary, is strengthening daily and attracting the 

. , attention and admiration of the world.
—- “Though gifted with searching eyes,” says Dr. J.
IM. Peebles, who visited this modern Happy Land a 

- - short time ago, “not a tramp did I see in that country, 
not a beggar’s cry did I hear, not j. trust or soulless 
corporation could I find. Nor did I witness in villa, 

.* "". town or city any poor, unemployed, sad-faced souls 
J ■ ? pleading tor work to keep away the wolf ot poverty.” 
J “i spent several weeks in a house In Auckland—a

S* citv of 70,000 people—and not more than ten minutes’
walk from the centre of the city.” states another 
writer. "During that time a latch key was in the out- 

*' . side keyhole of the front door day and night. Most 
of the people in the house merely dropped portieres 

« across their bedroom doors at night and left tne doors 
open for a freer circulation of air. *

The capital value of government lands being esti
mated, rents are established on the basis of a low 
interest charg gov-

like their coun- 
thing as a fall-

people 
Such a \

THE OLDEST BANKNOTES
T T IS believed that the oldest banknotes in. the world 
1 date back to 2697 B. C., being composed of the “flyin~ 

raoney” of China.
A writer who has delved into the subject asserts thai 

the ancient Chinese banknotes were similar in many re
spects to those of today. They bore the name of theN 
bank, the date of issue, the number of the note, the sig
nature of the official who Issued it, and its value, in both 
figures and words.

On the top of these curious ndteer was the following 
philosophic Injunction: “Produce all you can; spend-Vitb 
economy.”an

The note was printed in blue ink on paper made from 
the fibre of the mulberry tree. One of these notes béaring 
the date 1399 B. C. is still preserved in the Asiatic Museum 
at St. Petersburg.
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CENTRAL AFRICA’S SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS—THE INSTRUMENTS THEY PLAY
HERE are few things relt*v~g to the natives ___ /

of Africa that are more interesting than 4Mv % ,, ,,The natives can bring, out wonderful results ;frcm
, . . V . . / * t ./Î7///lfi\nKV . this musical medium. In some districts the privilege of

their musical instruments. lhese nave •• ZmLL Jllr/AV Â k. ' plavlng the xylophone is reserved to princes of the royal
been evolved in great variety and with no W&WÉÛV <| B ' Natives of Central Africa
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. . possess a great variety of
wind Instruments, but they arc for the most Dart Of a 
rude character, made from such natural objects as most 
readily adapt themselves to the purpose. They are di
vided into three general classes—trumpets, ilutes and 
whistles.

As a rule, trumpets are made of ivory, horn or wood.
These, are generally

-, tittle ingenuity.
That music hath charms for the savage heart 

was discovered by the earliest civilized persons who 
had dealings with such unconventional people, and 
long before the poet remarked upon the fact in

■
!

■

: •i
ivory being the most common. _ _
carved with more or less skill, bearing images of birds', 
crocodiles and animals, and sometimes ornamented with 
rude representations of human heads, possibly out of re
spect to some native Mozart or Wagner.

Sometimes a band of seven or more trumpets in dif
ferent keys has been heard playing in remarkable har
mony, so much 
elers who have

Africans rejoice in a great number and variety of 
whistles. Materials for these are taken from both ani
ma’ and vegetable sources.

A talented maker of musical instruments

verse.
Fine arts, as a rule, are so little known among 

• ; the native Africans, and their sculpture, paintings 
and architecture are so rude as to scarcely merit 

“ mention. But they are imbued with a love for 
music, and, in their elementary way, have evolved 

- instruments which, while more or less rudimentary, 
deserve a place among the world’s orchestras.

£

so, in fact, as to elicit praise from trav- 
heard the music.
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trive a whistle as cleverly from the claw of a crab ns 
from the horn of an antelope. Tails of monkeys,are 
used in the construction of whistles as often as reeds 
that grow along river banks.

The whistle is an important adjunct to the tom-tom ) 
in war. Its shrill notes are Intended to strike terror to 
the hearts of the enemy. Fetish men also use it In their 
appea’s to superstition and fear.

Some fairly musical flutes are found in the orches
tras of the Dark Continent.» In some cases a number of 
reeds are bound together, and" produce an effect that ia 
by no means unpleasant. Some of the natives play the 
flute with their noses

One popular construction of a combination of flutes 
is the marimba, which has the effect of the reeds en
hanced by having them bound to a hollow piece- of 
wood, or sounding hoard.

The march of many a caravan is enlivened by the 
strains of the marimba, and in some sections it serves 
the more practical purpose of summoning the people to 
pay their taxes.

Stringed instruments began in a simple way, but have 
been evolved to a point where they rank fairly well with 
the harp, guitar and mandolin of Europe and America 

A common form of mandolin has a bent stem and 
the body covered with skin. Instead of wood 
erallv has five strings.

All natives, of course, cannot play upon the 
complicated of musical Instruments, especially the 
stringed instruments. In the northern and central sec
tions there are many professional musicians, who wander 
from place to place like the troubadours of old, chant
ing deeds of battle and praises of noted chiefs a» they

â̂——®*'°euce the music of their country.

.

IKE the average child of civilization, the average 
African loves noise. Noise appeals to the child 
of nature as it does to the young people of Europe 
or America. »

A baby, tak^n to a piano, bangs it without conception 
of time or effect, but with great delight The small boy 
prefers a drum to the most beautiful and softest-toned 
of stringed instruments. This is human nature in the 
raw—the beginning of things musical.

Perhaps our ancestors employed the same kinds of 
musical Instruments that are to be found in Africa to
day. ' To one accustomed to the orchestra of civilization,

• however, the strumming of such instruments means only 
noise.

, With all their lack of musical training, the Africans 
have succeeded in devising a variety of instruments,

, comprising, although in primitive form, alb the constit- 
.» uents of a civilized orchestra—drums, strings, wood and 

brass blowing affairs. ►
Nature furnished the simplest musical instruments 

that came to the black man's hand—the rattle made of 
a goürd.

At first this was used dried, /with the seeds, to pro- 
, * *uce the noise; but later native artists learned to ex- 

^ k tract the seeds and substitute artificial rattling 
rnents, which made more noise, and, thererc 
more satisfactory to the savage ear.

In course of time these rattles were constructed from
* other- substances, and were supplied with handles, so 

that they would make a greater racket.
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During the dim ages of the long ago some untutored 
savage, wandering through the forests primeval, prob
ably thumped the butt of his spear upon a hollow tree 
trunk, and was surprised, as well as delighted, by the 
drumiike sound given forth.

Then, no doubt, the African tom-tom, earliest and 
born c”arac^er^s^^c °f African musical instruments, was

instruments came into being.
While the principle of the tom-tom remained, about 

the same,.the instrument was embellished with elaborate 
carvings, and so arranged as to give forth a more musi
cal sound. yv

From that the patives'negan making drums of shells 
or earthenware, covered with the skins of wild animals, 
or sometimes with rubber diaphragms. The best speci
mens of these drums, doubtless, were made after the 
natives had received hints in construction from 
civilized visitors.

There are a score or more of varieties of drums.

iust as there are of gongs, which, struck from the out
side. give sounds similar to those of bells.

Some of the gongs are made of animal horns, pared 
aown to the necessary thinness, and are used only on 
state or ceremonial occasions.

The great double gong of Kwango, made of two 
horns suspended from an arch. Is used wily to announce 
the death of a chief of the ancient kingdom of Kiamvo.

If the xylophone—that instrument made by placing 
wooden strips side by side, to be struck by hammers In 
the hands of the player—did not originate in Africa, U is 
common there.

This gen-
arrange- 

ore, were more
For centuries the tom-tom was used, so far as known, 

In almost its primitive form—a section of hollow wood. 
Then, as artistic tastes developed and p 
Ing became perfect, more elaborate and

moreractice in carv- 
bctter-soundlng
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