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The Stewardship of Canada.

' A1l Canada is waiting for frank and
moving word of direction from the
government, We are the only con-
siderable nation on earth that does
not know where it is at or where it is
heading. There have been things done
that could not be helped. The un-
avoidable steps have been taken, but
not as part of a settled policy. The
impression frequently left was that
they were taken with reluctance.
Little or nothing has been done to
establish them, to confirm them as
permanent measures.. In comparison
with other communities we are a
laggard, stuck-in-the-mrud ‘people.
Our army has done brilliant things,
and our civilian leaders have taken
license to do nothing and shine by
the reflection of the military glory.’

Many things are being done, cer-
tainly, but they are not forming part
of any concerted pPolicy. This may be
a weakness of the Union government
method, but it hampers the - nation
none the less.

Our apathy towards the air service
promises to be one of our heaviest,
handicaPs in the future unless im-
mediate action is taken to organize
the Canadian forces available in this
sphere. There are 14,000 Canadians
in the Royal Air Force, and some
attempt had been made about organ-
izing a Canadian department of the
air. The resignation of Lieut.-Col.
Bishop indicates the usua] fatal in-
fluences at work., In the United States
it has been recognized that the air
is the field of future transportatipn.
Not only for war, but for peake the
flying forces must be mobilized, and
for mail, for express, for passenger
service, it promises to be the cheap-
est and most expeditious ‘of all
methods of transport.

The Germans yielded '~ ~ir navy
with crocodile t.ars, knmowing very
well that future struggles, if tigere are
to be any more wo-ld wars, will be
settled in <he air and not on the
ocean. \Britain is well aware of the
fact, but C: ada, having her presenta-
tion a’ _lanes. returned to her, does
not know what to do with them.

The revolution in the managemen:
of public utilities comes naturally
thru the ¢ 'mand of those who operate
them. There are rival camps among
the political economists, one preach-
ing ruin and one success for public
ownt ship. Britain usually leads the
way in matters cor cial and finan-
cial as-well as political, and. the pub-
lic owmership of railways has been
accepted and the eight-hour day es-
tablished. Public ownership of tele®
graphs and other wire and wireless
services is a British prineiple. The
United States has decided that all
these measures are necessary, and
there is no apparent likelihood of any
recurrence to '~ old was'eful, costly
method of private competition.

But in Canada we are neither fish,
flesh, fowl, nor good-i.d herring. We
iry to carry water on toth shoulders.
We compromise and parley, and emu-
lJat. the old man with the ass, who
pleased nobody and lost 1°; ass in'o
the bargain. Either puglic owner-
ship is the best or the second best
principle for public utilities. The
greatest nations of the world have
decided that it is ‘he best, but in
Canada we have mo one to make up
our minds for us, and we are content
to spoil both systems by fully adopt-
ing neither.

The power question has been grap-
pled with in Britain as a result of
the war. Huge central power sta-
tions occupy positions near the coal
mines, and with generation and dis-
tribution at a minimum, this problem
has been solved, while in Canada we
are still contending with wolfish
private interests which are determined
to have the country’s power for their
private booty. !

Long debated and fiercely
tariff issues are once more
tapis, and 7there is
no voice that would reconcile the de-
And they must be reconcilaed. |
The future of the country depends
upon it. It is evident that a nexus|
has been found, in Britain or Llu:.'d{
George would not so cheerfully face
the issue. His direction has been sct‘
by the democracy, the immense po\ver|
of the Labor party, which begins to |
see are J
that tariffs do not necessarily involve |
extinction of competition
the tariff wall. here” miay be’ other
ways of controlling this difficulty th i
the labor .meéthod of co-operative|
partnership in the management of the'
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leaders are afraid to lead. They
neitker , confute nor constfuct, and
matters in this respect drift along 28
in other things. The inequities of
our taxation systems are the most
general grievance we have. Not even
the statutory laws are observed by
cfficials.. In taxation we are a land
of Ishmaelites. Every man’s hand
is against his neighbor. :

The problem of immigration'is one
that concerns Canada more nearly
than any other. It is glear that ‘we
shall have entirely new“conditions to

"face now that the war is over, as com-

pared with those of five or six years
ago. The democratization of Europe,
equally with the loss of man power
during the war, promises to keep hun-
dreds of thousands at home who would
formerly have emigrated. In fact,
there is a general exodus from Canada
of those who are anxious to return to
the various states in which the w
has changed government, social sta
tus and economic conditions.
Private efforts are being made to
have our education systems reconsid-
ered. At present they make neither
for harmony in diversity nor for uni-
formity in dttainment. The provinces
are growing apart rather than one in
spirit. Even Canadian literature is not
egcouraged nor drawn upon in our text
books, so that a universal Canadian
idealism might be developed. Our
technical: education ‘is divorced from
our intellectual, and threatens to be-
come materialized. There iz dire need
for an effort towards a larger concep-
tion of national life in this phase of
our administration. Our universities
are aloof from each other and fear to
vield precedence. Our scholarship goes
g.broad for_want of domestic recogni-
tion. In this richest of our resources
we are lgvishly wasteful.
- These”ar. all reasons for the dis-
content over the absence of Sir Robert
Borden in Britain. He has no: been
able prorably to control his compings
and goings, but it seems a pity that
the urgent business of the country
should be suspended at such a critical
moment. If it be necessary for him
to be overveas a: this time, is it not
unfortunate that he could not depute
to capable hands the constieration, or

at least the preparation of the ma-

terial for a consideration;
weighty matters?

"The rest of the world is moving too
fast to permit us to stand still with
impunity, We wshall be left behind
and losy an advan‘age which we can
never again, overtake, if we do not
show our ability to organize and «i-
rect, to develop and control the forces
of this great country of which we are
the stewards.
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OTHER PEOPLE’S
OPINIONS .

Cured After Being Abandoned.

Editor World: Referring to your
editardal this a.m. re Dr. Primrose be-
fore 'khe Hon, I. B. Lucas; I take this
opportunity of comrplimenting you on
the clear, concise way in which you
sum up the wituation.

There are thousands of citizens in
Toronto who have obtained relief and
hundreds who have been cured, and
that affer the medical men have given
their tase up as hopeless. I speak
especially for chiropractic and I huve
no doubt osteopathy can be equally
well spoken of. .

Why should we be compelled to
have medical men treat us? We are

not compelled to have chiropractic
trea‘ment, and if we do not approve
of the results we get from either
chiropractors or osteopaths, we do not
have to employ them.

E. M. Lee.
Toronto, Dec. 5, 1918.

The Progress of P. R.

During the war, Denmark and Holland
have adopted new constitutions; both
contain provisions for proportional re-
presentation. The German Reichstag and
the Prussian Diet have adopted P, R, for
the large towns. Switzerland, by refer-
endum, has by a large majority adopted
P. R. for the election of its natiy;mal gah
liament, The following list gives the
principal countries where P, R, is now
in force :

Belgium—Parliamentary and municipal
elections,

Switzerland—Parliamentary and muni-
cipal elections in 12 cantons, and now
also for the national parliament,

Holland—Elections to commons house
of parliament,

Denmark—Elections to both houses of
parliament,

Sweden—Elections to both houses
parliament and municipal and
council elections. '

Tasmania—Parliamentary elections.

New Zealand—Municipal elections, op-
tional, :

South Africa~Elections of senate and
(in the Transvaal) municipal elections,

United States-—Municipal elections in
three cities.

Canada—Municipal elections in British
Columbia and Alberta. )

Germany—By recent laws, the reich-
stag adopted P. R, for large towns.
—JIssued by British Preportional Repre-

sentation Society,

TODAY’S POEM

STRUCTURAL WORKERS,

By Robert Todd. .
Close to the low-hung clouds, with brave,
Undaunted spirits, fast they cling,

of
county

| To monstrous girders, soaring high;

These builders of the structure Kking.
Canada.

. | Peace Conference to Se%e

China’s Internal Troubles

Peking, Wednesday, Dec. 4. — The
Peking government has received a
telegram from the Canton govern-
ment suggesting that a peace confer-
jence be held at Shanghai. President
| Hsu Shih Chang yesterday summoned
| the members of the cabine: to a meet-
at which it was resolved to meet
representatives of South China
and peace, it is confi-
is mow assured to
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believed,
China. i
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You love as one, you ’ate as one; now
as one, =

THE WIFE

By JANE PHELPS

"l kis ilk.

 Clashing Ideas.

CHAPTER CVL

Notwlthstandi'nvg the thought that
Brian’'s cruel speech*was only a sub-
terfuge to cover his staying out—a
camouflage—Ruth was terribly hurt.
Not bring his friends to the pretty
home she had been to such Qa.ins to
make artistic and comfortable! She
had no friends in New York save the
few she had made ‘thru him, and prac-
tically no acquaintances. Her time
was so filled with her duties. If he
really meant what he had said, why,
8he would practically have no society
at all—save Mr. and Mrs. Robetts,
Mrs, Curtiss and her husband, and—
Mollie XKing. She would not even
think of Claude Beckly and those of

She wished she knew who those two
Englishmen were, their buSiness in
New York. That Brian was immensely
interested, shc could easily perceive.
But she hesita‘ed to say anything
more for fear of making him ang:-y,
or at least out of humor with her.

The next morning neither Ruth nor
Brian talked much. Usually at break-
fast they chattgd cons antly. Once,
when Ruth had laughingly spoken of
it, Brian had answered:

‘“No one could help talking after
drinking such coffee as Rachel makes,
and eatingher corn bread,” yet he would

baker’s rolis reheated, than have Ruth
work, and she knew it.

Whenever there was an article on
the wonderful way women were coming
to the fore in all kinds of work and
in many professions, he would throw
it down, muttering:

“Such rot! That is what is going to
spoil the women of this country. Soon
they won’t want to be even mothers.
It riles me all up every time I see
such an art}cle."

“One would think you an old man,
an old crank,” Ruth laughed at him.
“Of course women want to be moth-
ers. Theirgvoting, being in business
or in the professions, won’'t change
that.”

“It won’t, eh! Well, it has. Take
yourself; you don't want children, You
have said so.”

“Oh, but Brian!” Ruth protested,
“I sald until we were in a position to
care for them, and to educate them as
they should be. I think it a sin to
bring children into the world and then
not care for them properly. One
would think, to hear you talk, that I
was a heathen, that I didn’t love
children—when I adore them.”

“I notice vou don’t adore them as
much as you adore your own way.”

Such arguments had bL2ea frequent.
Brian Hackett was a vrey affectionate
man. He would have been a very
domestic man had his home life been |
different. He cared nothing for style
and artistic effects really:’ but he
would have loved a couple of hearty,
healthy children clambering, over
him, or running to meet him when he
came home. And always Ruth had
taken the stand that it was wrong o
have children wuntil they e¢ould be
properly educated and cared for.

After Brian had left, Ruth again
commenced to wonder about the two
Englishmen he had entertained tne
night before. She was picking up his
clothes (he was terribly untidy)
when a card dropped out of his pocfet.

“Lieutenant George VanAlstyne.

Another soldier, J

Brian had been so engaged With
those Canadian officers—and now this|
Englishman. She searched his DOCK-]
ets, hoping to come upon the other
man’s card. But she found nothing. l

Someway, she felt uneasy. Why |
was Brian so terribly interested in|
these men? She hoped they wouldn’t|
make him feel that he should go over |
sezs to fight a country with whom his |
own country was not at war, althy, |
to be sure, the Huns’ treatment nf'
Belgium made them the enemy of al]
Christians! But Brian Was o0s im.

. as apt to do al-
pressionable. He W ot
most anything—anything impulsive,

Ruth had been ®o SOW in getting |
ready for the street becatuaeh of her|
soliloquizing, that she haﬂ tg AUy to
avoid being late. But 2 # wRy to)
the office she kept furning over in BM}

i interest, ang of
mind the fact of :
hi;na,lmost jovial manner of talking o

her the might bef of the

{ fonght so gallantly—which

| never

same things he usually approached in
an angry or annoyed spirit,

She would try to dismiss it all for
the day. But she would certainly talk
to Brian when she got home that
night. But:

“Man proposes and God disposes.” |

Mr, Mandel was waiting. He im-
mediately asked her to go to Wash-
ington. There was t6 be .a wonder-
ful ball in a house he was to re-
decorate. They wanted .the ballroom
decorated for dancing. It might mean
the loss of the order if they refused.
Ruth felt she' had no choice ingthe
matter. So she telephoned. Brian, and
then took the train for Washington.
from

Tomorrow— Ruth Returns

Washington.

A Line of "Cheer
Each Day of the Year

By John Kendrick Bangs.

IT MIGHT BE WORSE.

Now what’s -the use of worrying
Because you're not some other man?

Just go ahead and have your fling,
And do the best:iyou can.

You are yourself, and must remain
Yourself forevermore.

And suchlike wishes all are vain
As waves that beat the shore,

Seize_every minute of the day,
And do the things you have to do,
Heart full of song, and spirit gay,
And you'll be glad you're you—
Or if you're not, at least be glad
Amid the things that strike you ill
That it wrs not your portion sad
To be old Kaiser Bill.
(Copyright, 1918).
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AT BRITAIN'S CALL

Lloyd George Describes Ready
Response of Wilson to -
Appeal.

Leeds, England, Dec. 7. — “I shall
never forget that morning when I sent
a cable message to President Wilson
telling him what the facts were and
how essential it was that we should
get American help at “‘he speediest
possible rate and inviting him to send
120,000 infantry and machine gunners
to Europe,” said Premier Lloyd George
in the course of a speech to 3000 per-
sons here today.

“The following day,” continued the
premier, ‘“there came a cable from
President Wilson: ‘Send your ships
across and we will send the 120,000
men.’

“Then I invited Sir Joseph McKlay,
the shipping controller, to Downing
street, and said: ‘Send every ship you
can.’

“They were all engaged in essential
trades because ‘we were cut -down
right to the bones. There was noth-
ing that was not essential. We said:
‘This is the time for taking risks.

“We ran risks with our food and we
ran risks with essential raw materials,
We said, ‘The thing to do is to get
these men across at all hazards.’

“America sent 1,900,000 men across,
and out of that number 1,100,000 Were
carried by the: British mercantile ma-
rine. The good old ships of Britain
have saved the liberty of the-world
many times. They saved it in the days
of Queen Elizabeth: saved it in the
days of Louis XIV.. saved it in the
days of Napoleon, and have saved it in
the days of Kaiser Wilhelm IIL

Change From Early Days.

“It is a change from December, 1916;
a change from the days when, as the
end of the year, we made our balance
theet and found Germany had acquir-
€d more allied territory than she had
before; that a new ally had fallen and
that another ally Was tottering’to the
{all, and that Germany was advancing

j Tuthlessly along from conquest to con-

Guest,

. “That was the story up to the end of
December, 1918. What is the story to-
day? Every German|submarine is in
a British port today. The best battle-
ships and cruisers and torpedo boats
of Cermany are now, \ with lowered
hags, under the surveillance of British
Seamen in British harbors.

“And the British army) which has
hds fought
world has
jarmy, after
£ and jof suffering, is
today, at this Wour, marching across
the Rhine into Germapy and into one
of the'most famous cities of Germany,”

With a heroism which the
" matched—that |
montns of fightg

{ the west, and for their representatives in

sble to weather at least another session

o It says in effect that

POLITICAL NOTES

In another column we reprint a signifi-
cant editorial from The Winnipeg Free
Press dealing with the tariff question,
and thereby dealing necessarily to some
extent with the political situation. The
Free Press, more than any other paper
we can think of at the moment, speaks
with authority for the grain growers. of

the government.

The Free Press finds much to commend
In the recent platform of principles
enunciated by the Canadian Council of
Agriculture, It does mot consider even
its radical low-tariff planks as visionary
or impracticable. At the same time, The
Free Press. believes that a common
ground should be found upon which the
eastern manufacturers and the western
grain growers could meet, In short, it
does not think: that a compromise on the
tariff issue is out of the question.

If-this be the case, and we are not pre-
pared to say that a compromise is im-
possible, the Union sgvernment might bé&

0f parliament, and to defer for a time
coming to close grips with the tariff
question. The big government . credits
and the big government program of re-
construction should keep men employed
at high wages in the east, while the gov-
ernment, by fikxing the price of wheat at
the American level, can guarantee high
prices and big profits for the farmers of
the west, Depression is the parent of
agitation, and so long as the times areé
good’ thruout the country we are not like-
ly to hear so much of the fiscal question,

* In passing, we may observe that a de-
spatch from Ottawa intimates that the
reconstruction period in the country may
be inaugurated by a reconstruction of the
Ottawa government It is hinted that if
Sir Robert Borden becomes a member of
the peace conference, he may remain
abroad a long time, and possibly hand
over the leadership of the government to
Sir Thomas White, In any event, a cabi-]
net shake-up is due in the not distant
future, and, sooner or later, the members
of the government will have to beof one
mind on the tariff question, Certainly,
some such unanimity of sentiment would
have to be arrived at before the Union
government could begin even distant pre-
parations for an appeal.to the country,
Yet, as we have intimated, the mem-
bers of the government may find a way
to keep the tariff question more or less
in abeyance, while agreeing to disagree
among themselves on the ultimate tariff
policy of the country, With comproxqiae
the goal in view, they might be all the
stronger for representing different
schools of thought on the fiscal issue.

The Ottawa Journal Press, a warm and
near supporter of the U'n,l&n government
and of Sir Robert Borden personaly,
is strongly of the opinion that Sir Ro-
bert Borden, and not Premier Hughes,
should represent the dominions on the
peace conference, The Ottawa paper

does not discuss the relative claims of}

Australia and Canada, but contents it-
self with comparing the two premiers.
&ory Canadian,
who has visited England during the past
year, speaks in praise of his own pre-
mier, and more or less disparagingly of
the premier of Australia, and in this
connection, The Journal Press observes:
Premier Hughes' general style, men-
tal, a8 well as physical, may be gaug-
ed from the manner in which, while he
is speaking, he throws his arms about,
makes grimaces, and resorts to other
artificial means of emphasis—a style
that may be contrasted with Premier
Borden’s dignified restraint and re-
liance upon the carefully chosen spoken
word. Fortunately for Canada, Borden
and Hughes cannot be ¢lassed to-
gether,

We doubt if the friends of Sir Robert
Borden are doing him a real service in
attacking Premier Hughes. The lattep
did great service for his own country
and the empire at the amtbreak of the
war by the way in which he broke the
strangle-hold of the German metal trust
on the zinc concentrates of Australia,
He did his best to get Australia to vote
for conscription, and is considered in
England as a thorogoing imperialist,
Moreover, Australia is vitally interested
in the peace conference because of the
German colonies in the South Pacific,
She does not want them handed back
to Germany, or-even to become an in-
dependent state, but, quite naturally,
wants them put under the jurisdiction
of Australia,

“Canadians would, no doubt, be grati-
fied to have their prime minister
chosen as a spokesman for all the do-
minions, but we have no such special
interest in the peace conference as to
justify violept measures to attain that
end, Yet The Journal Press would have
something like an ultimatum served on
England by the Canadian authorities,
and we read:

There can be no doubt if there has
been any question about the matter in
London—and Mr. Rowell intimates that
there has—Sir Robert Borden has been
strongly urging the right of Canada
to a place at the ' conference, If he
has not yet succeeded in having the
difficulties adjusted, the government
here in Ottawa may be able to help
him along by making it plain in a
manner that will be convincing to the
imperial authorities that the people of |
Canada expect nothing less than direct
representation.

The position of Hon, T. A, Crerar,
minister of agriculture, continues to be
commented upon by the press. Mr,
Crerar, personally, is probably no
stronger a free trader than half a dozen
of his colleagues, but he attended the
recent meeting of the Canadian Council
of Agriculture, and by his silence, .at
least, acquiesced in -its demand for
sweeping tariff chax{ges and reciprocity
with the United States, It has been
more than once suggested that Mr.
Crerar should declare where he stands
on the Winnipeg platform and if he dis-
agrees with the prime minister and the
majority of his.colleagues on the tariff
question, that he should retire. Dis-
cussing the constitutional question in-
volved, The F{x}xers' Sun says:

Mr, Crerar-is the subject of much
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a policy which is in the main a pro-
test against the. policy or policies of
his cabinet. It is clear, at all events,
that the cabinet is without cohesion,
unanimity or autheritative leadership,

The Toronto Star, a not unfriendly
critic, fears Mr, Crerar has placed him-
self in an impossible. ition, Invoking
the doctrine of ministerial responsibility
as the keystone Of our constitutional
arch, The Star findg that ministers of
the crown cannot publicly differ on vital
questions and remain in the same gov-

ernment, No matter what they say, they{

‘must sdy the same thing, and we read:
A ministry must be united in action
-and in speech, if not in thought. Either
Mr. Crerar must acce® the views of
his coleagues as to the tariff, or' they
must accept his, If they differ in
opinion they must suppress the dif-
ference,

The principle is that of joint respon-
sibility, A minister who is attacked
upon some action taken by his gov-
ernment cannot excuse himself by
saying that he was ever-ruled by his
colleagues, . The answer is that if he
did not wish to accept responsibility
for their action he ought to have re-
signed, By not resigning he became

. & consenting party to their counse, and
responsible for that course.

On the other hand despatches sent
from Ottawa to government papers take
the stand that there is complete unity
in the cabinet, inasmuch as all have
agreed to say or do nothing about the
tariff until after reconstruction and de-
mobilization are completed. It is not
denied, but that the members of the
cabinet differ radically on the tariff
question, but these ‘differences: were re-
cognized when they formed the Union
government, and it was understood all
round that the tariff jssue should jre-
main in abeyance. . :

GERMANY LOST
6000 AIRPLANES

Resources of Allies Now Re-
inforced by Two Thousand-
of Latest Model.

DIFFICULTIES ADJUSTED

Taking Over—S—c;— Vast a Fleet
of Machines'Has Taken
Much Time. ;

London,” Dec. 8.—The surrender of
the 2,000 Germar airplanes required
under the terms of the armistice con-
vention 'has been proceeding duriag
the past week and it is expected the]
full complemeént will shortly be in the
allies’ hands.

The taking . .over, examining and
parking of 86 vast a fleet of machines
has necessarily taken time, as the
Germdn armies in their retirement aie
leaving the 7 planes behind in their
evacuated airdromes. Certain difli-
culties and attempted evasions con-
nected with the precise ptoportion ot
the various types -of aircraft “fo he
turned over and.the.air rthiness of
some of the machines surréndered, ars
now being adjustéd in response io
firm representations by Marshal Foen
on behalf of the allies.

Some light is thrown upon what this
gigantic task means to the Germans
by the British official report of air
fighting on the British western front
from January, 1918, to the date of the
armstice. These figures show the
number of enemy machines destroyed
in aerial combats by the British to
have been 3,060, while enemy machines
dnriven down out of control num-
bered 1.174, =

Germany is known to have lost well
over 6,000 airplanes destroyed and
surrendered during the present year.
Upon the other hand the resources of
the allies are being reinforced by 2,000
German machines of mddern type and
in good serviceable condition,

It is worth noting that the terms of
the armistice inciuded- the giving up
of the complete equipment of the
various reconnaissance 'and bombing
machines, this taking in a large num-
ber of German aerial cameras, bombs,
sights, machine guns, wireless trans-
mitters etc.

HOLLAND IS ADVISED
TO GET RID OF WILHELM

London, Dec, 8.—The-Nieuws Van Den
Dag, of Amsterdam, a copy of which
has been received here, says it holds the
opinion that the former German ® em-
peror is responsible for the acts of his
troops in Belgium and France, for the
ruthless submarine warfare and the
aerial bombardments of open towns, and
that, consequently, no Dutch Government
with common sense would allow Holland
to be involved in war or have her food
supply endangered by reason of acts of
friendliness toward the former monarch.

Another reason, the newspaper says,
why Holland should be relieved by Wil-
why Holland should be relieved of Wil-
possible, is that many persons in Ger-
many have not yet abandoned the hope
of restoring the imperial power,

“It would not be surprising 'if these
people entertain relations with Germans
in Holland,” the article concludes. ‘“‘Con-
sequently, as long as the kaiser is in
Holland the germs of a political plot are
existent.”
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speculation, It is said that he may
have attended the Winnipeg meeting
to hold the west in the Uniohist sup-
port, But it is an amazing dx\‘ergence'
from constitutional practice for a min-

uw.mmmmmmm;ox

|

!

LS

THE WORLD,
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The Western Farmers and the
; . Tariff,

Winnipeg Free Press,

5
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43
e “platform” drawn up by the
Canadian Council of Agriculture dur.
ing its session in Winnipeg last week
is radical and comprehensve, It -

touches international, imperial ang
Canadian affairs; ' and it states t.hg"
polltico-ec)o:}glc ' principles of the
Fwestern farmers in terms impossible
to misunderstand.

The prominent features of the docye ¢
ment are those concerned with the
taniff and taxation, demobilization,
land settlement and public ownership,
In each of tlgse spheres of future
governmental action or of “recon.
struction” the council’s demands are
plainly expressed, are of a practical,
tho sometimes drastic, character and
will commend, broadly speaking, the
assent of the people of the three west-
ern provinces.

Tariffs and taxation are necessarily
related. Compliance with the legitie
mate demand of the west for the alle-
viation of the burdens imposed upon
it in the interest of the Canadian
manufacturers must affect the revenue
of the country. The people of Canada
are, at this time, faced with the in-
escapable necessity for meeting their
war-debts. It is estimated that the
annual revenue must rise from $150,«
000,000—its pre-war level—to about
$850,000,000 a year or so after the war,
Definite proposals for the all-round
reduction of the present tariff must
therefore be accompanied by sugges.
tions for the raising of the large re-
venue which will be needed.

The reduction of the tariff will net,
of necessity, destroy its' revenue.
producing character. On the contrary,
the amount of national income derived
from that source will probably be |

uch greater if, and when, the tariff
is reduced. But, in any case, other
sources of revenue will be required
and the proposal to raise it by taxes
on . unimproved land values, personal
income, inheritances: and profits—the
proposal, that is, to apply extensively
the principle - of direct taxation—will
be widely endorsed in principle the
differences of opinion as to details
will be inevitable. *

The reduction of the tariff, regard-

as an instrument ‘for the protection -
of Canadian manufacturing industry,
and the prompt acceptance of the
standing offer of the United States of
reciprocal treatment of the articles|
specified in the unratified agreement'
of 1911, are practical necessities for
§ae west. Equally necessary ds the
placing on the free list of farm im-
plements and machinery, fertilizers,
building materials and the raw ma-
terials and machinery of manufacture.
If the Canadian farmer is to continue
to compete in the markets of the
world under the conditions which will

ing of his costs of production and
living is imperative. It is vital to the
future - prosperty of = the whole
Dominion. :

1f development, not only of the agri-
cultural resources of Canada, but of
its other vast natural resources,.in-
cluding its potential manufactures, s
to be successful, and if the thousands
of soldiers and immigrants encourag-
ed and assisted to become agricultur-
ists are not to be exploited and even-
tually driven back impoverished into
the towns, the protection hitherto ex-
tended to the Canadian manufactureyr:
must-be reduced. He, in common with
his competitors and his fellow-workers
on the farm, must face the new con-
‘ditions, gather his wits together and
conquer,, by his energy and adapta-
bility té changing circumstance, the
vast opportunities which lie before
him. }

The Canadian manufacturing inter-
ests can no longer hope to purchase
their prosperity with the fruita of
Canadian agricultural industry. They
must moderate their demands, accept
a modified measure of protection and
show the spirit from which British
commercial supremacy and imperial
expansion have sprung.

The farmers' platform is too come
prehensive to discuss in detail. But
its planks form a practicable and prace
tical policy. The necessity for com-
promise and for the application of ab-
stract primciples with due regard for
present expediency has been recognize-
ed; the recognition stamps the new
policy as one which can be acted upon
by any government which is disposed
to adopt it or which may hereafter de-
rive its mandate from the votes of the
western farmers. :

In the plans of reconstruction and in
the solution of the great problems
arising from demobilization and future
development the western agricultural
interest must necessarily exert a pow-
erful influence. If the coalition gov-
ernment is to be maintained, if Cdn-
ada is to go forward as a nation ani-
mated by a common desire for peace
«nd prosperity, the opinions of the
farmers must be respected and con-
sidered by the administration.
reasonable and essential conditions
upon- Which the western farmers rely
for the development of their oppor-
tunities must be created if this Do-
minion is to meet its obligations and
attain prosperity. Recognizing this
basic fact, the stable elements thruout
the Bominion will grasp the crucial
importance of readjusting their ideas
to the new conditions which the world
war has, not created, but vastly ac-
centuated; manufacturers will respond
to the call upon their skill and initia-
tive; transportation interests will see
their prosperity in the promotion of
the producing and consuming' abilities
of east and west alike, and that indus-
try upon which all others finally de-
pend: will obtain freedom to expand
and increase, bringing wealth, com-
fort and contentment to the whole
country thereby.

Professors of McMaster University
Speak in Brantford Churches

Brantford, Dv:, 8.—in the Baptist
churches of the city today, represen-
tatives of McMaster Tiniveraity, To-
ronto, made pleas for assis‘ance to
this institution. The -speakers. were
Chancellor McCrimmon, who also ad-
dressed a public gathering this after-
noon on “The Day After the War:”
Prof. J. L. Gilmour, Prof. E. M. Keir-
stead, Prof. I. G. Mathews, Principal
Thomas Wearing, of - Woodstock Col-
lege, and Rev. 8. S. Bates, educational
secretary,

Germany Ready to Evacuate

Berne, Dec. 8.—The Polish bureau
here announces that the German re-
presentative at Warsaw, Count Kes-
sler, has officially informed the Polish

Government that Germany is ready 0
evacuate the districts of Rozan, Flo-

prevail a few years hence the lessen- ,

The &

Four Districts of Poland’ §

wool Velours,
* and Suiting s
~ dines, Shephe
tures and oth
'ﬁqp]ayed in

shades, includ

. benefit of thig

. _eustomers to
at once, as we

" ‘supply of ord
offéered.

i

o ,“ftomobile

Conscious
eous

' London, Dec.
mier ILloyd Geo
‘the first lord, of
Lord Pirrie, the
merchant shipbu
‘thé current- num}
Jjournal devoted
matters connecteq
the merchant 1
George, in his ar
surrender of the
‘was a significant
‘symboiized in a fi
‘solute triumph of
"It was our-da

; in Great Britain’

‘of the men who
Bteeled by the
righteous cause.”
' Sir Eric Gedde]
fluence of the

the war, says t
the Germans ma
attack on the B

. _navy that enabled

mercantile marin
_8hipping, pointin
tried to catch up
mercial developni
found it impossib

Will Confer at
On War
}

Oitawa, Dec.
represent the U
at the conferenc
the national wa:
which will be }
30, 11 and 1%
coming from all
to discuss matte
savings stamps 4

ATTEND ST. A

Brantford, Dec
Presbyterian Ch
vices here today

v. Dr. Drumzi
were the wspeake
Hamilton, 'of Ha

MRS, RICHARD

Bran‘ford, De
Taylor, of Oakla:
after a residence
township. He
Wwidely known, b{
eipa] circles.

Harper, customs
lington street, cor

ASKS SALA

Brantford, Ont|
that his salary
eiglit per cent.
Engineer T. Har
that hig walary
$2600 to $3600 pe
aries in the de
Creased 70 per
roke out.




