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Imperial budget
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commissioner, under order from the JudicialComnuttee of the Pnvy Council. In his consideration of extreme

possibUiti^, Mr. Curtis stops there. But what of further resis-tano^? Evidently, the army and navy of the Commonwealth
would have to ensure the execution of the award

All this strikingly resembles the means frequently adoptedby conquering nations to make good their claims against China or
the Baxbanc states of Africa. The paraUel need not excite wonder.

iL?'^ °! ^ delusions and resounding platitudes on "British
liberty and British denu>cracy^\ imperial power, with the British
as with all peoples must finaUy rest on the strength of the 'mailed
fist' and the 'big stick'.

For having told us the plain truth, Mr. Curtis deserves credit
and thankfulness.

Of course, as to the executive means adopted by each partner-
nation t« meet its imperial obligations,- what Mr. Curtis caUs
the incidence of taxation as between one taxpayer and another"-

that would be left to the discretion of local parliaments. In other
words, each partner would be free to choose the instrument by which
it^would be scorched for the maintenance of imperial power and

Apportionmmnt of thm burden
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""^ ^^^ ''^''^"^ °^ *^« P™P0««1 system, Mr.Curtis has figured out some interesting statistics. As a starting

point he takes the last war budgets before the war. In the twelvemonths of the budget year 1913-14, the self-governing countries ofthe Empire had spent, on war services, the following amounts of
public money, giving the per capita ratio indicated in the last column •


