
"PREFACE.
Oh^hc other Hand, aProjcft rtfay \St of-

fered, appircntly found^d^n ludi Probability,

and fupportcd by fuch plauHblc Rcafons, as

may induce a Minitlry to take it into fcrious

Gonfidci:ation 5 and, a'^cr having maturely

weighed the Inconvenicncics on the one Hand,

and pofljbrc ^nd probable Advantages on the

other, and finding the latter Scale confidcr-

ably preponderate, refolvc to profccutc what
appeared to them fo very great an Advantage

to their Country, if it anfwcrs in the Expe-

riment: Efpccially, when the Expence and Ha-

zard arc inconfiderable, compared with the

jpublic Benefit, which they were induced to

hope, by the Probability of what was offered.

tut in cafe Experience proves the Impof-

fibility of iuccecding, by Inconveniencies and

t)ang€rs, which could not be forcfeen; and

could be only difcovered by fuch Experience j

yet, both the ProjeftoB and Minifters, are fo

iu from being liable to public Cenfure, that

they defervc public Thanks, for attempting

the Good of their Country, wherever there

were folid Rcafons to hope it. And neither

th^ one nor the other will tax a People with

Ingratitude, by apprehending public Reproach,

for not being more than Men.

» ,Now this latter, was in a great Meafurethc

'Cafe of Mr. ^ohbs : By his reading the Ac-

counts of former Attempts to find a North Weft

raifagc to the Wefiern American Oceaii, and

the Probability he imagined from the Situation,

tl;c Tides, ifc^ of fuch a Paflage being yet

to be diftovciied (which muft neceiTarily be a

^^. "* very


