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a body of men sufficient to cover the frontier, and by a

chain of small forts repelled the violence of their incursions.

Hostilities did not end here; other Indian nations joined the

confederacy, and the war became more important. Two
small armies were marched into the enemies' country, as the

sole means of eflecting a speedy and permanent reconcilia-

tion. Lord Dunmore, in person, commanded, and a battle,

the most important that ever happened on a similar occa-

sion, in North America, was fought, in which the Indians

were totally routed, pursued to their towns, and reduced to

the necetoity of giving hostages for the accomplishment of

a treaty of peace entered into by them, and which was to

hav3 been finally ratified the ensuing Spring at Pittsburgh.

I cannot speak in terms sufficiently expressive of the admi-

ration with which the whole army beheld Lord Dunmore,

during this expedition. His conduct was exemplary to the

officer and the soldier: he chearfully encountered every

hardship, waded through every creek, and marched with

his men upwards of Four hundred miles on foot. He
preserved the dignity, by fulfilling the duties of his

station.

In the course of the contest, the principal warriors and

chiefs were made prisoners, and committed to my charge at

Fort Pitt, where, after the expedition, I had the honour to

command some Colony troops as Major Commandant. I

have before spoken of the efforts I had used to qualify my-

self for the profession of arms ; and I had now the satisfac-

tion to meet every honourable testimony of applause for my
behaviour in the Indian war, both from his excellency Lord

Dunmore and my fellow-subjects.

Although Congress had assembled themselves in Septem-

ber 1774, yet as that was about the time I was going into

the Indian country, my mind was so intent upon the war, I

paid but little regard to political heats which every loyalist

imagined would soon subside ; but on my return, the inti-

mations of my friends, and the proceedings of the disaf-

fected, gave me the first unhappy presages of the ensuing

commotions. These were greatly heightened by the follow-


