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NICENE CREED. 9

as compared with tlie Niceiie Creed, wliicli you de-

scribe as " that ancient Creed, to Avhicli an (Ecumeni-
cal Council forbid anjtliing to be a; Vied". You insinuate
that I have now virtually abandoned " tliat ancient
Creed", though it is the only one which is recited, to
this day, in the public Service of the Catliolic Churcli,
and though it is only in my present position that I can
profess my full agreement witli it, when I declare that
'• I believe One, Holy, Catliolic, and Apostolic Clmrcli"
—an article which no member of tlie Church of England
can consistently acknowledge. But, ray Lord, you must
excuse me for saying that you are totally mistaken in

asserting that the CEcu'- nical Council of Ephc .s (to
which you allude) "forbios anything to bo added" to tlie

Niceno Creed. The 7tli Canon of :hat Council merely
prohibited the adoption of a new Creed, proposed l^y the
iieretics ofthat time, under tlie name (^f " a different Faith,
contrary to that defined by the holy Fathers, who were
ii5sembled at Nice, with the assistance of the Holy
Gliost."'^ And accordingly ^ve find that the fohowing
(Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon formally sanctioned
the additions made to the Nicene Creed by the Second
(Ecumenical Council* of Constantinople, together with
the new definition of faith, which liad been subsequently
decreed in opposition to the Nestorian and Eutycl-.ian

heresies, while at the same time the assembled Fathers
repeatc 1 the language of the Council of Epiiesus, in con-
demnation of "any other Faith", and by these Acts
directly recognised the principle of the progressive deve-
lopment of the articles of the Creed, in opposition to
tlie various heresies of each successive age.

But, my Lord, if you are riglit in your interpretation

of this Canon, let me ask you, how will you justify the

* I3eTQridiio's Paml. Can, Tom. I, p. 103.
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