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licriHions of iIk; li;ili-bre(;(l.s, that " it appears" from your review, you

" must b<; f:oini,l<;te]y exonerated from all blame I

!" But I, v.'ho came

/jflrr your eonciliatoiy olficial visit to the lialf-ljreed.s—I, who fjund all

your admirf-rs in anns to resist my entrance into the country, am the

f:hiel' criminal, an ' responsibh; for the rebellio)! I Yea, more. I am
.solely to be blamed i'ov the wicked Orders in Council, deliberately

;vdopt(Ml by tin (Government ! I suppose this kind of logic is good

enough for the political junto who still want to use you, and I readily

a(lmit that it will not shock the common sense tif your followers, " if,"

to use your cautious phrase, any follower.? endowed with that faculty

still adlxre to you. JJut it v/ill requii-e several pamphlets, and a good

many visits to the counliy. by that zealous colporteur, the returned

lli.To of the York Ivoads and the jc 10,000 Debenture case^ to convert

(^he unbelieving public.

You and y<HU' honest colleagues, Avith an utter disregard of all con-

stitutional propriety, try to fasten upon me the responsibility of under-

taking siirvi'i/s in liie North-West before the actual transfer of the

counliy. You know tlu; tiuth of this m«ttei\ The errant knight,

the writer of your pamphlet, probably does not. It is my duty

jiovv to niak(! it knowJi to the public. In the latter part of June,

18G'.), whiui it was expecttul the tranftfei- would take place about the 1st

October, it was pro[)osed l»y Sir J. A. Macdonald that at least " twenti/

surveyors" shoulil be innuediately sent to the North-West to lay out

townshii)s for settlement. I strongly objected to the proposition, and

gavt! my reasons. It was ui-ged that it was a good opportunity to

gratify "our friends" who Avanted employment. That the Globe and

other h'ading western papers were denouncing the Government for its

tardiness in the matter, (which was quite true), and that a season would

be lost if we did not ait at once. I pointed out the danger of such

))ret!ii)itati..>n, the absence of any necessity for the survey of so many

townships imnu'diately, and the J'lid that avc had. no authority until

after the tianster to make surveys at all. You and your then colleagues

will Viiniember the warmth of the debate, and that the result was a

telegiam to Karl Granville asking him to obtain from the H. B. Com-

pany permis.siou to begin the survey of townships previous to the

formal transfer. In two or three days an answer came from the Colonial

Secretary that the Company had consented. The Premier was ill, and


