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BEXICriTS OK NORMAL SCn00T,S.

btuliiicovurvil aiKiili.scoiiiitiMianccil, and iliKriiiclly told

tlint tcncliin;^ is nut tlin oinplc yinent Ruitcd lot lliiui

—

that, ill fact, ihvy liavo iiiitttaJdii tlio natiiri! nt' tlio

Imxini'ss, and tiiiis, witluiut pcrpnlratin^ nii injury on
olhorn, tlicy may be inducfd to aliandon ait(>;!itliict' llin

idea orpnMorutin;^ llio (.allin<{ ol"lVafli<!r.<. I-ct. liow-

cver, tlif pnpils in attcndaiK^c at llie Normal Scliool

jjosscss even the slightest tasto for the pnrsnil,—l<t

tlieni lie but willingto f^ive the preparatory process a
fair trial, and what is the result ? They ae(|uire rap-

idly the reipiisite (jualilieations for etlieient Teaeliers.

The habits of their mind and lile become thoroii;.'lily

monlde<l to thnoccii|)ation, their whole soul i-i inilMied

with the spirit of the profession ; nnd all the less

likely are they, all tins less capable are tliry of

ohanginfT their career, all iIkT more I'ortilied are tlwiy

against tlic templatiunii to forsake it. And tliis spirit,

by all the inllt4<!nces of association, is sprc-ad, propa-

gated, and perpelnalcd. And what a servici! is thus

rendered by Normal Si^hools tolliccaMMtorcMliicalion !

•O. Nornial Schools cherish and foster a professional

feeling among Teachers.

This feeling it is of tho ntmnst eonse(|iien("n, 1o

strengthen. It is productive of the must luMielicial

rC'iult.s in other professions ; nnd it is eijiially so,

perhaps more (jxtensively so, in the pi'oles.-^ion of

teauhing. Tliis feeling is usually generated whi-n

the individuals or the candidatis fiir an}' profession

Mre passing througli the ))rOscribed pr( paratoiy eoiirsi;

«f training—wheliier it be in the workshop, or olVice,

or School, or Colh.'ge. I>y the iiilercoiiiso ludd

during this period, by the assistance rendered to each
other in tho prosecution of their calling or studies,

by the discussions and interchange of sentiment on
professional topics, liiey not only contract valuable

and lasting friendsiiips, but they are imbued with a
kind of etprit dc corps, nn attachment to ihe ju'o-

fession they have chosen, which proves of the utmost
Fcrviec in the elevation of their social position, ii.s well

as in the extension of their future usctulncss and in-

fluence. Such a feeling, till of late, had scarcely any
t'xistence among Teachers, simply because Ibero was
no preparatory training. Good Teachers have
cprung up here and there, and, by reason of their ac-

knowledged snpoiiority, obtained som(!tliing like a
Koeial position and ade(iuate remuneration, lint they
Imve remained, in a gre.'it measure, isolated. Their
influence has scarcely been felt beyond their own
School-room, or, ut most, beyond their own immedi-
ate vicinity. They have given neither elevation, nor
character, nor n.aelioration to the profession gene-
rally. And all because thert! was no channel or

means for the purpose—for the extension of their

influence. Now Normal Schools open up just such
a channel ; they furnish an admirable means for the

cherishing and fostering of a professional feeling.

There the young Teachers-in-training become ac-

quainted with one another, and the warmest friend-

ships are formed. There have they awakened in

their bosom a true love for the profession. They go
forth to their respective fields of operatioi^with all

these friendships and attachments in deep and lively

ezejspise. These prompt them to mutual correspond-

ence and to an interchaii;;!' of l!iiiii;;!il on professional

subjects, on the lindings ofilnir eNpirieiice. And
the result of all this is, the liuildiiig iip of a pvofes-

sional literature, thi> e.-ilablishinent of eilni'alioiial pe-

rioilicals, the convention of district orccniniy Teiu'li-

ers. the (U'ganizaliiin of Tcaeln'rs' Iiistitiilis, iVc., and
in this Way a living and an enduring embodiini'iil is

given to the he-it methods of teaching, and madi' ''.n

common property of all.

fi. Normal Schools introduce and disseminate iin-

[)roved methods of teachiii;.;.

Whilst science, enniinerce, and arts have, witiiin

the circle o( a wry few yi'ai's, biM-ii iiiiikingthe most

rapid, the most gigaiiti(! strides of a<lvancemcnt, ''du-

cation

—

Ihe inain-sjiriiig of tlu! whoh^—has not been

lag;^ing in the wu: AVe do not here refer to (Mlm-a-

ti<m in its natioiril asi)e(!ls or in its e.vlirnal arrange-

ments—but to the wliole styh; and inaaner of teach-

ing, not merely in its tnon; advanced i)ut in its nidi

mental hraiiches. Ami in this resix'ct, wlm, at all

acipiainled willi the swlijecl, c.in eonlra.nt Ihe mcLtunU
now geni!rally in operation with wliat existed somu
lifiy years ago, williont perceiving that an enlin^ ri-vo-

lulion has taken plaiM!, .\ow I here is not om- species

ol instrinnentalily thai has eonlribuled more lai';."'!y

to the accomplisliMK'iit of this advaaeeniciit than Nor-
mal Schools. Then; the various methods ol leaching

and of order are fully ami elaborately discn.-sed.

There eviiry improvement is calmly cou-^idered, i^ast

into ilie ci-ucilile and fairly i)i'ovi.'d both in piineiplo

and practic", and, if it .-trml tlie test, it receives tho

most autiioiilative impriinalur. The Teachers-in-

training adopt it as sound, not, inendy because it eome.s

recommended by tiie highest sanction, but becuiisij

of its intrinsic mid ))roved merit and e.\'eelleuc(!. Tiiese

Teachers dilluse that itnprovement throughout tho

district of the country where their lot is cast, and thus

there is not only every pubiieity given to it, but it is,

at once, extensively and ciliciently, carried into ope-

ration.

6. Normal Schools are admirably fitted to bring

about a uniform system of education.

Too much stress cannot be l.iid on system in tho

Sidiool. It constitutes tlio grand regulator of tho

Tt:acher. It operates as a charm, an ever-retMii'ring

novelty, with tiie children. Tiic iiest system, vigor-

ously worked, is the \My pc.rfection of education.

And if such is the advantage of system in ii school,

what must the uniformity of system be in a city, in u
province, in an empire, where tiie same arcbilectura

in buildings prevails, where the same text-books are

used, where the same style of education is carried

out, even in minutest detail, and wIktc the same
physical, intellectual, and moral training obtain? ?

The benefit of such a unilbrmity is incalculable, .ind

who does not perceive that the only ellectual way
of securing such Jui object is through the medium of

Normal Schools ?

7. The influence of the example of one Norin.il-

trained Teacher is great and beneficial.

His practical skill, his indefatigable zeal, his amaz-

ing tact in all that appertains to his oflice, arc £uoa

apparent from the progress, the habits, and diligenc<;


