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in a great measure, dependant on our American neighbors. As re-

gards manufactures, genorally, it will be GUI business, for many years

to come, to export whatever we can with advantage,—whether as

mere surpUis, or grown expressly for the purpose,—and in return, to

trust chiefly to importation from the Mother Country, for whatever

we may want in the way of manufactured luxuries or conveniences.

The Prizes for improved domestic manufactures, are succeeded

by various premiums for the best reports of practical agricultural ex-

periments on the clearing of land, the most approved rotation of

crops, the best general agricultural essays, and the best agricultural

and meteorological diaiies. This diversified head, Gentlemen, is of

far more importance than may at first be apparent; but when duly

considered, it will be found to yield to few. In fact, practical expe-

riment is not only the touch-stone of theory and the test of truth, but

the parent of improvement, as well as of new discoveries; and in no
science does it afford more beneficial results, than in that of agricul-

ture. Of the truth of this observation, a whole host of evidences

and proofs might bo adducd, if necessary ; but such is not required;

and it is, perhaps, equally beyond a doubt, that there is no part of

Canada in which experiments of the kind are so likely to be product-

ive of direct and immediatelwood effects, as in the Western District:

To enable the members of tlte Society, however, to have a fair chance

of carrying on such experiments with success, it apppears to me that

some measures should be alopted for putting them in possession of

the opinions^ as well as eoepHmentSj of the scientific agriculturists of

Europe, together with the luer and nearer, and therefore more con-

genial ones of those in the aeighboring American States; and that

it would therefore be advisable that the Society should, in time, pos-

sess a tolerable Jigriciiltural Horticultural, and BotanicalhiBRARY;
but that in the interim, a lirtited number of the most approved Eng-
lish and American standard '«Aorks and periodicals on Agriculture and
Gardening, should be purclased in duplicate or triplicate, for depo-
sit for reference, if not fon circulation, at what might be called the

Head Quarters of each Dvision of the District;—and none seem
more desirable than the G\nesee Farmer,—not only on account of
its intrinsic worth as an iml)artial and successful general gleaner of
every kind of agricuhural ilkformation and experiments, but as ema-
nating from a part ofthe Uifited States so similar to our own country,

in climate and parallel of Utitude, as to hold out every prospect of
whatever has been found successful there, yielding similar results with

us.
j

The mention of Prize EJssays may also, at first, startle some,—as

giving, in conjunction with the last mentioned head, too much of a
literary character to the Society ; but in this, I am little disposed to

acquiesce ; for I can perceive no good grounds why there should not,

at least, be Premiums for the best reports of well authenticated, sue-

cessful experiments ; and if that be admitted, why should not good


