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Mr. SPEAKER. V

I FEAR that the state of my health may pre-

vent my doing justice to my sentiments concerning this bill,

I will, howevcFf make the attempt, though I should fail in it.

The bill proposei}, that twenty thousand men should be ad«
ded to the existing military establishment. This, at present,

consists of thirty five thousand men. So that the effect of
this bill is to place at the disposal of the executive an army
of fifty five thousand. It is not pretended, that this addition

is wanted, either for defence, or for the relief of the Indian
frontier. On the contrary, it is expressly acknowledged, that

the present establishment is sufficient for both of those ob-
jects. But the purpose, for which these twenty thousand men
are demanded, is ff^e invaHon of Canada. This 4s unequivo-
cally avowed by the chairman of the committee of foreign re-

lations, (Mr. D. R. Williams) the organ, as i% admitted, of the

will and the wishes of the American cabinet.

The bill, therefore, brings, necessarily, into deliberation

the conquest of Canada, either as an object, in itself, desira-

ble, or consequentially advantageous, by its effect, in producing
an early and honourable peace.

Before I enter upon the discussion of those topics, which
naturally arise from this state of the subject, I will ask your
indulgence, for one moment, while I make a few remarks up-
on this intention of the American cabinet, thus unequivocally
avowed. I am induced to this from the knowledge, which I

have, that this design is not deemed to be serious, by some
men of both political parties ; as well within this house, as

out of it. I know that some of the friends of the present ad-

ministration do consider the proposition, as a mere feint, made
for the purpose of putting a good face upon things, and of

strengthening the hope of a successful negociation by excit-

ing the apprehensions of the British cabinet for the fate of
their colonies. I know, also, that some of those, who are op-
posed in political sentimenfto the men, who ure now at the

head of affairs, laugh at these schemes of invasion ; and deeii^

them hardly worth controversy, on account of their opinion

of the imbecility of the American cabinet, and the embarrass-
ment ©fits resources.
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