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fying them witli employments at court, may he a proper means for

breaking an oppofition, or fruftrating the deligns ot" a factious cabal;

but there cannot be ii more dangerous error lor a prince to fall into,

than to entruft the exercife of his power with thofe he deems unworthy
of his confidence. Fur the miniller who finds hijiifelf diltrulted, will

cxpedt his difmillion from his poll, whenever a fivourable occalion

offers itfelf for filling it with imotlier. Common prudence will, there-

fore, dired him to fecure a retreat among the people in the bell manner
he can. He will endeavour to court their favour by facriricing the

authority of the prince to their humor; he will indulge their prejudites

by debafing the dignity of his mailer : Such were the practices of Robert

duke of Albany, and iMurdo his fon, when they fought to enhance

their own merit with the Scottiili nation, at the expence of the fovercign,

with whole authority they were inverted. " They negledted nothing"

fays that energic hillorian Dr. Pvobertfon, " that could either footl'i or

** bribe the nobles. They llackened the rtigns of government ; ihcy
*' allowed the prerogative to be encroached upon ; they dealt out the
** patrimony of the crown, among thofe whole enmity they dreaded,

or whofe favour they had gained, and reduced the royal authority to

a flate of imbecility, from which fucceeding monarchs laboured in

vain to raife it."

The prefent circumftances o« this country bear fo near a refemblaiKe,

in many inilances, to the condition of the French nation, when Henry
the Fourth afcended that throne, that meafures fimilar to thofe, by

which that great prince reftored order and dignity to his government,

and tranquility and profperity to his people, cannot fail of being attend-

ed with the like happy effedls in C^reat-Britain. Henry, fays Sully,

began his difcourfe to his council by drawing a very natural reprefentation

of the perpleving fituation he was in. *' Irreconcilable enmities in the

*• nobility of the kingdom, hatred amongd themfelves, and rage againil

** him, mutiny and difobcdience in all mind,^, treachery uithin, vio-

** lence without." ** Themetiiods" continue;; the lame great minifler,

*• this great prince took, to render all the intrigues of thofe who endea-

** voured to diflurb hivS government and thwart his purpofes, ineffe<5lual,

" were, to apply himfelf, with his accuflomed attention and affiduity,

to the aflairs both within and without his kingdom, and to fill the

intendancies, and other public offices, with fuch men only as were

dillinguilhed for their merit, their probity, and zeal for his fervice.

He permitted me," fays he, " to be continually laying before him^

the ftate of his affairs, informing him of the ufe and dcitination of

his money ; and I carried my folicitude for order and axoncmy fo fir,

as to reproach him with even the fmallell: ncedlcfs expence; but I

amailedhim treafurc, I filled his magazines, and pointed out to him
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