
AND COMMERCIAL EMTERPRISKS.

Ivantagcous to employher in freighting between

lie islands. In either event, I felt entire con-

ience in being amply remunerated for the time

Id risk. On the cargo, composed of such ar-

eles of my late experience as had proved to he

Dst in demand, I had no doubt of making a

jfit of from fifty to one hundred per cent, on

cost. The proceeds of vessel and cargo, in-

ited in the produce of the island, and shipped

Europe or the United States, would, at that

ic, have yielded a clear gain of thirty-three

one third per cent. Thus, in the course of

! year, I should make two hundred per cent,

the original capital ; a result which might be

|»nsidered abundant compensation for the time

i would consume, and should take Arom the en-

j>ri8e the character of quixotism with which
I had been stigmatised.

As soon as it became known at Havre that

destination was the Isle of France, some of

friends, anxious for my safety, and perceiv-

in the enterprise only the ardour and teme-

of inexperienced youth, endeavoured to dia-

le me from it, by painting to me, in glowing

lours, the distress and probable destruction I

preparing for myself and men. But, bow-
er friendly and considerate the advice, I felt

fself more competent to judge of the risk than

By were, and, consequently, (Usregarded them.*

[The vessel bfeing all ready for sea on the 20th

September, 1797, was detained several days

the difficulty of procuring men. Those who
ire engaged one day would desert the next

;

the dangerous character of the enterprise

hiving been dQscussed and admitted among the

imen in port, I began to be seriously appre-

nsive that I might not succeed in procuring a

Bw. At length, however, with much difficulty,

some additional pay, I succeeded in procur-

four men ; and, having previously engaged a

te, our number was complete.

|To delay proceeding to sea a moment longer

|an was necessary, would have )>een incurring a
of the lost of my men, and the pay I had

Ivanced them. Hence, I was induced to sail

Ihcn appearances were very unauspicious. A
trong north wind was blowing into the bay
|th such violence as already to have raised a

isiderablc sea ; but I flattered myself, that, as

sun declined, it would abate ; that, if we
iild weather Cape Barfleur, we should make a

wind down channel ; and that, if this should
found impracticable, we could, at all events,

turn to Havre Roads, and wait there a more
^vourable opportunity.

With such impressions we sailed from Havre,
the 25th of September. A great crowd had

* In conformity with a coux^ition in the contract

br the veuel, she was called the CaroIiDe. We
^avigdted with such papers only as our foreign con-
mis were, at tliat periud, in the habit of giving on
imilar emergencies ; the bill of sale and consular
ertificate attached, which were respected bv the
elligarents.

tsenibled on the pier-head to witnesa our deptr-

ture, and cheered us M we passed. It was about

noon, and we were under fidl sail ; but we had
scarcely been out two hours, when we were
obliged to reduce it to a double-reefed mainiail,

foresail, and second-sized jib. With the sail

even thus diminished, the vessel, at times, almoit
buried herself ; still, as every part of the eqtrip>

ment was new and strong, I flattered mysdf
wilh being able to weather the Cape, and press-

ed forward through a sea in which we were
continually enveloped, cheered with the 1m^
that we had nothing worse to experience, nd
that we should soon be relieved by the ability to

bear away and make a free vrind. I was des-

tined, however, to a sad disappointment ; for the

wind and sea having increased towards mid-
night, an extraordinary plunge into t very short

and sharp sea completely buried the vessel, and,

with • heavy crash, snapped off the bowsprit by
the board. The vessel then luffed into the wind,

in defiance of the helm, and the first shake ot

the foresail stripped it from the bolt rope.

No other alternative now presented, than to

endeavour to regain the port of Havre ; a task,

under existing circumstances, of very dUBcidt
and doubtful accomplishment. The sea had inm
creased in so great a degree, and ran so shu^
that we were in continual apprehension of hav-

ing our decks swept. This circumstance, com-
bined vrith the sea-sickness, which none esaqped,

retarded and embarrassed the operation ofwear-
ing round on the other tack. The violent mo-
tion of the vessel had also prevented the pos-

sibility of obtaining sleep ; indeed, no person
had been permitted to go below before the dis-

aster, and none had thf^ disposition to do so
afterwards ; but all were alert in the perform-
ance of their duty, which had for its immediate
•bject the getting of the vessel's head pointed
towards Havre.

This was at length effected ; but, as we had
no spar suitable for a jury bowsprit, we could
carry only such part of our mainsail as was
balanced by a jib, set in the place of a foresail.

With this sail we made so much lee-way, tlut it

was evident, as soon as daylight enabled me to
form a judgment, that we could not reach Havre

;

nor was it less evident, that nothing but an
abatement of the gale could save us from bdng
stranded before night. With ttie hope of this

.abatement, the heavens were watched with an
intensity of interest more easily imagined than
described ; but no favourable sign, appeared,
and before noon we had e\1deBce of being to

leeward of the port of Havre. We now cleared
away the cables and anchors, and secured vrith

battens the communications with the cabin and
forccitstle. While thus engaged, the man at

the masthead announced the appalling, but e&>
pected intelligence, of " breakers under the lee."

This information had the effect of an electric

shock to rouse the crew from that apathy wMdi
was a natural consequence of twentytfeurhou»,
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