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" Wiiiviii^; all hIIiit iciisniiH fur ilrrliniii^' it, il is Hiillirii.nt to statf, Hint lie (•inilinuc-i to cntciliiin Hiitorical Note,

tlif liiipi' tliat tlic i|nrsli(iii may lu' scllli'il liy tlir ni';,'iil iiitiim nnw pciiilin;4 I'flwiTii tlic Iwii naintncH
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mill Unit lie is iif iipiiiinn il wuiiiil lie iinmlviwiMi' In niliTlaiii a pnipnsiij to ivsnil to any oilier nimle, no

loll',' as there is hope nl' airi\ iii^' iil ii sulisrarlnry seltleiiinit liy iiegoliatiiiii ; and espeeially to one wliieli

Illij,'llt ratlier relalil llian espeilite its liiial ililillslineiil."

Oi! the 3rd of April, liord Aherdecn addressed to Mr. Pakcnham tlic following

despatel), the tone and eontents of which shew the seriousness of the position in wliieh

the controversy then was, and the determination of Her Majesty's Government to

maintain their chiiiiis :—

•

Sir, .(///•// :;, IS4."

" Tlie iiiaii^iiial s]ieei'li of I'lvsideiil I'nlk lias iiii|iii'sseil ii \cry seiiiiiis i-li;iriicler on iiiir mlnal
reliiliniis Willi the Cniird .Stales; and tlie iiiaiiiier in wliirli lie has relerred tu the Oreeon (piestioii, so

ilitleieiit IVniii the laii,i,'iia^e of his jn'edeeessor, leaves little reii.soii to hope I'nr any favonriiMe result of

llie e\isliiiL; neLjniialioii.

" L piesiiiiie that yon will have acted n]ion my iiislrnclioii of the ."ird of Miiirli, and have ivjieateii

to the new Seireliiry of Stale the proposal of an aiMliatinii, vhiili ymi were direeted lo nuiki^ to hi;?

]iredreessor. If this slioiild he deiliiiid liy Mr. folk's ( Miverniiieiil in the same manner and for the

same reason as iissiL,'ned hy Mr. 'I'yler, namely, the hope thai thi' mutter niii,dit yet he I'avnnralily termi-

nated liy iiejidtialioii, swell a mode of refii.sal would at least display a friendly spirit, and would not elo.so

the door ii.u'ainst all fnrlher atlem]iis to arrive al sin h a rMin-lusinn. On the other hand, if the pio|Misal

should lie simply rejeeted, and the rejerlioii should not lie aeeompanied liy any speeilir jiroiiosilion on

the part of the Ciivi'rnmeiit of the I'niled Slates, we must i sider the nei,'otialioii iw entirely al an

end. Indeed, we eniild .seareely. under smli eiivnnislanees, lake any further step with a due iei,'ard to

our honour and eonsisletiey.

" In the event of iirliilialioii lieinu' reji'eled. and the lailuio of every einU-av our to efrecl a ]iar;ilion

of the territory on a priiiriple of niuliial concession, you were diieded in my de^patdi of the IStli of

Xovemlier, lo propose the further I'.Mension tor a lixed term of years of the exislini; ('oiivenliou. 'I'liis,

il, i.s true, vvould liavi' heen an im|ierl'eet and nnsalisfailoiy arraii.i,'eiiienl ; lail il miuht have lieeii

tolerated in the hope llnit the jirevaleiice of frieinlly feeliii;_;s, mid the adiiiilted iiili.'resl of Imtli parlies,

Would in due liiiM! have led lo a permanent selllemmil of an amicahle description. The lecenl diTlara-

lion.i of Mr. I'olk I'orliid any siicli hope; and there i.s too much reason to Pelieve thai the extension of

ihc Convention for a lixed period would he eni]iloyed in active pre]iai;ilion for I'litiue hostility,

" Yi.m will, tliei'el'orc, consider this portion of my instructions, to vvliirh I have now refen-ed, as

cancelled.

• dudj;iiij,' from the lan;,'iia.i;e of Jlr. Polk, I ]iresiinie we must expect thai the American ( lovernment

will renounce the Treaty without delay. In litis ea.se, unless the iiueslion lie speedily setlled, a local

collision will lie liaMe lo take place, v\hich may involve the countries in scaious diliiculty, and not

ini]iro)ialily lead to war itsi'lf.

"At all events whatever may he the course of the rtiilcd States' (
',ov ernnieiil, the time is come

when we must lie ]ire]iareil for every coiiliiiueiicy. < >ur naval force in the I'aeilic is am]ily sullicient to

maintain our sii]ireniaey in that sea; and Sirdcorye Seymour lias hciai instructed to leimir without

delay to the coasts of the OrcLioii Territiay.

" You will hold a temperalc, lull lirm, laii,\'ua,i;e to the meiiihers of the ( loveinmenl and lo all tlio.se

with whom you may converse. 'We are still ready to adhere to the ]iriiiciplc of an e(|iiilalile conijiro-

luise
;
Imt wi^ are ]ierfeetly determined to concede iiolhinj,' to force or menace, and are fully ]>repared to

iiiaiiitain our riulits. This is the spiiil in which lIcM' Majesty's (lovernment have declared llicniselve3

in I'arliaiiieiU, and to this they w ill adhere.

"I thoiiL;lit il so im]iortant that o ir intentions should he clearly known and understood in ihe

I'nited Stales withont delay, that 1 detained the last American mail, in order that a correct rc]iort of

the proceeding's in I'arliameiit on the Oregon ipiestion niinlil reacli Washington as early as possihle.

" Xotliin^ can lie more encourajiinj;- and satisfactory than the s]iiril which has heen exhihiled on

this neeasion, liolli in Parliament and in the country j^ciHaiilly ; and il is ev idcnl that ]Ier JIajesty'a

(iovenimenl will be warmly siip]iorted in whatever measures may he considered really just and

necessary.
" I am, I'te.

(Signed) " Aberdkicn."
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