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been given to tbem that a petition had been signed by the half-breeds of
St. Laurent on the Ist February last, they also respectfully show.
" That the population of the North-West Territories is mostly com-

posed of French half-breeds without any stipendiary magistrate under-
standing or speaking th:^ir language."

And later on, there was a public meetiDg of indignation

against the rulingf of stipendiary magistrate Richardson
who refused to allow the attendance of French half-breeds

who had come from long distu ices to attend the criminal

courts, on the ground that they did not understand English
and ho did not understand French and that he would sim-

Elify the matter very easily by telling them to go back
ome. There was immediately an indignation meeting

held, and the people c.omplaiuod : That is the kind of

magistrates they ^ive ; they ai e not only taken from outt>ide

the country, but they are men vvho do not even undor;itand

the language of the majority of the people. The petitioners

continue to allege

:

" Without any stipendiary magistrate understanding their langaage,
and without any person of their own origin to represent them in the
deliberations of tna council of the North-West Territories, it is there-
fore resolved that a humble petition be addressed to his £xcelloncy the
Governor General praying that the two members of the council remain-
ing still to be appointed under the authority of the Act of 1873 and its

amendments be selected from the old residents of French origin, and, in
order to give full aad entire justice to the nationality of your peti-

tioners, that the nomination of a stipendiary magistrate equally of
French origin be proceeded with.'

'

You would perhaps imagine that the reason why these
half-breeds were not represented in the council was because
the number was complete. No, there were six mem*
hers to be appointed—I am sure of five—and they could
easily have appointed one or two French halfbreeds ; but no,

they did not do it. What was the answer of the Minister
of the Interior, of date the 18th March, 1878? It is addressed
to the Governor of the !North-West Territories, through
whom the petition of the people of St. Laurent and St.

Albert had been sent to Ottawa.
" Yon are requested to inform the petitioners that I shall have much

pleasure in submitting their petition for the consideration of His
Excellency the Governor General in CouncU.
"In the meantime you may intimate to the petitioners that should

it be thought desirable to appoint additional members to the council of

the North West, I shall be prepared to recommend to His Excellency's
consideration their application that such members should be selected
from the old residents in the Territories and that if possible one of them
should be of French Canadian origin."

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I have said, the late Administration
did nothing with the exception of creating this new consti-

tution for the North West, and appointing this half-breed in

1878 ; they did nothing to give to the population of the North-
West any representation or any part in the government of
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