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{as and the Electrie Light in England.

Aw:English exchango says: The telograph Con-
~truction &:Maintenance Co., Limited, Green-
avich, :has recently furnished the Nottingham
corporation.with a specification for taelighting
-of that town by electricity. The manager of
“the company’s electric.light department, Mr.
-Gordon, .has published a few statistics relative
to this specification, so as to afford the public
some.idea as to the price for which **a respon-
sible manufacturing company will undertake to
erect the .plant and guarantee its successful
working.” Mr. Gordon writes as follows : “The
estimate is for a plant for 60,000 20-candle
Swan-lamps,, and mcludes condensing engines,
boilers, dynamos, street mains, bnildings, ete.,
and the successful working of the plant for 30
consecutive days and nights. The currentisto
ba supplied from five dynamos of 15,000 light
capacity each, four being at work and one with
its engines and boilers in reserve. The dyna-
mos run at 150 revolutions per mmute, and are
aithout belts or rubbing contacts.  The mains
are to be such as to allow the current to be sup-
plied at a pressure of 70 volts. Qur price for
the whole is £220,000. We have worked out
the cstimated working cost, as compared with
gas, at 2s. 6d. per 1,000 cubic feet. Steam
coalin Nottingham being 10s. per ton, we find
that, including depreciation, coals, oils, wages,
rates, renewal of Swan lamps, ete., thatif a
20-candle Swan lamp is supplicd at the same
price per hour as a l4-candle gas bumer, the
profits will pay 231 per cent. on the £220,000
-capital, or that, if the corporation are content
with 6 per cent., they can supply electriaty,
lamp for lamp, at 60 per cent. of the prico of
gas;.or, allowing for the difference of candle
power, at. 424 per cent. of the cost of gas, or
considerably less than half. We hope, there.
fore, that clectric lighting is now in a fair way
to become a practical success, and not ouly a
scientific onc.  Of course, it is only by working

on a large scale that such results as these can
be obtained.

HANITOBA CITY.

It is reported on good authority, although
not yet officially announced, that the C.P.R.
Company have at last decided to locatea station
at this place. We Dbelieve they also purpose
making this the end of the first division on their
South-western branch, and to erect a round-
house and repair shops here. Should these re-
yorts prove correct, and we believe they will,
this will make Manitoba City one of the wmost
important points in Southern Manitoba. But
business men should not forget that there are
cnongh general stores here now to supply the
-wants of all the scttlers in this section of coun-
try for some time ‘o come.

The Messrs. Bethune intend erecting a large
store here and moving their business from Ar-
chibald to this place. Ve will then have four
general stores with large stocks and- if wore
come profits will be sure to be cut down until
there will bo no margin left. There are good
-openings here for grain warchouses and formen
who can haudle large quantities of farm produce,
-as thero is likely to be a large amount of grain
and other agricultural products marketed here
during the coming fall and winter,

EMERSON.

Trade news of overy kind is scavce, aud the
only report that can be given is, that a decided
improvement has taken place in business.

There have been no business changes in town

during the past week, and no tiade mis‘ortunes
aro tq report.  There has been ono addition to
the number of business institutions, namely the
liquor business of Amey Bros., which has been
opened up in the storeroom formerly occupied
by J. H, Fleury as a harness shop.
Since last week there has been devided improve-
ment in busincss Luth iu this town and West
Lynne, and the merchants a.e cutrespondingly
hopeful.  The beautiful weather which has so
wmuch improved the ciop prospect is the main
cause of the trade »revival, Lbut other causes
have been at work, and the iraprovement is ex-
pected to be lasting.

At the last meeting of the town council the
town clerk was instructed to infurm the sohei-
tors of the C. P. R. that the town of Lmerson
had no part in the application for re enactinent
of the Emerson and North westein chiiter now
before the Provindial Tadiameot, but was pre-
pared to fulfil its obligations anent the con-
struction of the branch line to Pembina Jun.
ction. The movement Lad nv uppusitivicin the
council, which shows that all faith in the K. &
N. W. construction is about dead.
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RETAIL TRADE PROTEGTION.

To the Editor of the Conmercial.

DEeAR Sir. - In your lastissue thereappeared
a letter from a correspondent at Portage la
Prairic on theabove subject, which wakesup a
question well worthy of the consideration
of the retail me-rchants of Winnipegas
well  as  Portage. Your article in the
samo issue and on the same subject, 1 am
of opinion, does not give a fair estimate of the
business ability of the retail traders of the
North-west, while I' must admit, that many
men ignorant of trade principles have gota
footing in mercantile life in this country. I be.
lieve it is only the want of organization which
prevents retail traders in this or any other
North-western town from having as complete a
system of protection from dishonest customers
as wholesale traders possibly can have, and I
for one will gladly join inwith any movemnent
for such a purpose in Winnipeg. 1t is nceded
very much, and the longer it is delayed the
greater loss must come to merchants in this
city. Some people may tell us that there are
mercantile agencies which will doour business
in that line. But these mercantile agencies are
of very little value to traders who sell only to
consumers; and I have been long euoughin
trade to find out that they are generally worked
in the interests of wholesale merchants, bankers
and such like, and are mostly spies upon the
retail trade, and their secret information is
not always rcliable, but often accomplishes the
business muin of struggling men. I cannot help
thinking there is something cowardly and
treacherous about the professional private n-
quiry man, and for that rcason morc than any
other Y agree with your suggestion, that any
protection organization of retail traders should

be strictly mutual. X hope there will bo some
move made in this affair in Winnipeg, as no
city has greater necessity for it, and themovers
may calculate upon the hearty cooperation of

Your obedt. servant,
STORRKKRPELR,

KERWATIN,

Mr. B. B. Ridesut has erceted a tent which
he will use as a restanrant.

The water is very low in the lakes, and all
mill owners complain of scarcity of pewer.

Mr. Hall, of the Northwestern Telegraph Co-,
has been in town for the past week, looking for
cedar telegraph poles.

Mr. Atchison, who has been employed for
sowe time with Dick, Banning & Co., has re-
signed and engaged with Mr. R. J. Cole, as
general factor.

The stecamer N. Mosher, Captain McMurdie
has brought in three tows of logs and one tow
of telegraph poles during the past week for the
Keewatin Lumber Co.

Messra. Dick & Banning’s drives, on Grassey
and Pine rivers are lying up for the want of
water, and will not come out this scason, unless
heavy rains come on during the summey

The steamer Lillie Macaulay, with a tow from
Hungry Hall for Dick & Banning, was caught
in a storm mn the Grand 7Traverse and had to
abandon the raft. The logs were all sweptinto
Buffulo Bay, and are a dead loss, as it would
cost more than they are worth to collect them
again,

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE.

Mr. Newman & Finnerty, of the west end,
have shipped their furs collected during ‘the
past season, amounting in all to over §11,000 in
vaiae, and numbering over 30,000 skins.

There have been no business changes in town
during the week, if we except the sale of the
grocery stock of W. Sutherland to D. S. McDo-
nald. The latter intends shortly to move into
Sutherland’s premises.

All the government red tape arrangements
are now completed in regard to raising Portago
1a Praisic to a customs port of catry, and Mr.
J. N. Morton has been appointed customs’ of-
ficer here.  This will be found a great matter
for the facilitating of business generally.

A second oatmeal mill is offered to be huilt
in town, by J. W, Pratt, on the same advan-
tages Leing granted him, as were granted. to the
party making a similar offer some time age.
The question is now before the town council
whether to accept Mr. Pratt’s or Mr. Jobneon's
offer.  The council have agreed to allow the ten
year's exemption from taxation of the clevator
proposed to be erccted by Messis. Ogilvie
& Co.

The past week has done inuch to make cvery
person in and around this town more hopeful.
The refreshing showers and warm genial wea
ther has made great improvements on the grow-
ing crops, and ‘the oldest scitlers assert that
never in their day did the prospect of a Food
crop look better at thisseason of the year. The
effect of this has been to liven up business in
every branch, mere or less, and  there is'proba-
bly a more hopeful fecling among business n.cn
now than has existed for six months past.
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