
252-VoL. IX., N.S.1 CLiA D A L - W JO ULNA L.

Foss AND Hus " BIOGRÂnHIA JUaRIDCA."

[Septemlber, 1873.

and other family Papers, thc Blacki Look
of Lincoln's li, County Hlistories, Local
Histories, Wood's Fasti, the Gentleman's
Magazine, the C'arden, the Chetham, and
othier Societies' publications, are soe of
the sources front wvhichi Mr. Foss collects
bis information. Adeordingly the result
is a mass of leariinug whieh, bosides ex-
hibiting multiplied points of interest to
geucalogisti-, ai 1tîquarians, anti historians,
flot seldoiri throw,ý liglit on questions of
law, and especioýl!y questions of cosîsti-
tutiorial law. Buit it is priulcipally as a
comptullon to the Yeur-books and earlier
reports, aiol abri gmeuts arid treatises.
that the booki will be found iuseful for
the studics, and su tIse praetie, of tise
bar.'

The preseuit notice, besides a short
accounit of the lite of the authior, lias
reference only to Mr. Foss's biographical
dictioniary. ý' This w'ork, whichi is of the
ordinary octavo size and printed in double
columus, contains 800 pages, and 5o bass
than 1600 biograpisical sketches of jadges.
it is an abridgmout of tihe larger work,
being lirnited to the biogaphiical portion
oniy, but it comaprehends every namne
tharein introd uced, with corrections, to
which has been ailded tho judges wý%ho
have been appoitated since 1864. Tho
author in lis p)ref tee -ives a short account
of the varions aitorations in the respec-
tive reigns, causod by thc miany changes
in the admiuistration of justice and the
arrangement of the courts. This state-
ment, thiougîs i iciG, explains the varions
designations giveu to the différent judges
at different pios;but iu the larger
work thero is a fuit lîi4orical accounit of
the courts, judges tenus, cossusel, the
Inna, &c., whib other interesting details.

'To prepare suas a volume as titis nmust
have beets a task of o littie muagnitude.
The namnes are aniud alplîabetically,
both as to faniily naine and titie. It ta,
tharefore, eaoty ut retêrence by cither.
'The plan of the work is to trace, firat,
the pedigree ut eaeýh person, then the
professional eharacter and appointments,
andi thîrclly, the declining years and de-
cease. In this way the resuit of a great
deal of antiquariasi researech bas, ln eachi
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case, been brouglit together in a few
wvords, andi no pains have been spared to,
niake tlte work a trustworthy guide to
logo1 history.

Among the many details of the char-
acteristies of the Beneli is Isere andtisere
a good joke, which the proceedings of
the Court often occasioneti. Baron Aider-
son, a great favourite with juries, and ini
lis reasoning deep, soliti and acute, had
a great taste for wittieism. Once a coun-
sel on applying for a nolle _prose qui pro-
nounccd the penultimate syllable long.
' Stop, sir,' saiti the baron; 'consider
that this is the last day of tise term, andi
don't mnaie things unnecessarily long.'
At an assize town a jurynian said to the
clerk who was administering the oath to
him, ' Spealc np, I cannot hear what you
say.' The baron asked hlm if ha was
deaf, andi on the juryman answering
'Yes, -with one ear,' ha replied, 'lWell

thon,' said tise baron, 'you may leave
the box, for it is n ecessary that a juryman
shoulci heer both sides.'

Justice Hayes, one of the three addi-
tional .judges made on the passîng of the
Act rensltting the trial of election peti-
tions to the judges, joînûti wlth. an ami-
able disposition a rare powver of aninsing
bis companions at the bar. lis judicial
career wh0s lamentably short, dying almost
lu the exerelse of bis judicial duties ini
fifteen înonths. It is said uf him-" lHe
was, in fact, a man of 'ifluite jest,' andi
if thora liad been an album kept in West-
minster Hall, to recail tise witticisms of
the bar, nsany would have been the pages
devoteti to bis witty pleasautries and
whimsical pieces."

Justice Powell, Junior, was a profound
lawy or, andi mneh respeeted iu piivata
life. Deau Swift represented hini-

" As the mnerriest old gentleman ha
evar saw, speaklugi pleasant thîngs andi
chuclrling tilI ie cried again. Whan
Jane ,Wenham wvas tried for witchcraft
before hlm, andi charged wvith boing able
to fly, ho askei lier if sua could fly, andi
on lier answoririg in the affirmative lie
said, 'Well, thon, you may ; there is no
law against flylng.' The poor woman
was saved fromu the affects of h-er own
faitis, and raceived the Queen's pardon."

Going, back aboya a century and a haif,
înany atonecs are told of the quaint say-
ings of the administrators of the lawV,
amung which. nay be nsentioned an ane.-


