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that sanie Council is the first in Upper Canada te acknowledge the
receiptof the documents and Maps referred to-that the resolution
of the Council was seconded by an old school-fellow, and couched
in, terms to nie the most gratifying and eneouragirg ; and that my
first official letter of a ne w year, relates te topies which call up the,
earliest associations of my youth, and are calculated to prompt and,
impel me to renewel exertions for the intellectual and socal ad-
vanement of my native lanId.

There is no poetry in the establishmnt and development of
a publip Sobool system ; it is a matter-of-faet-work from beginninîg
te end ; and its rogress, like the growth of body and mind in an
individnal, is gra ual, and is the joint result of time and labour. I
am happy, however, to know that our School system lias already
become ao fer develoîped in its principles, objeéts, and character, as
te command the attention and almost unanimoet's approbation of the
country. I have laid it dowa aq a, firt principle, te educate the
people tbrough the people themsIlves, by thoir own voluntary co-
opeition 'and exeriion,through the usual elective Municipalities and
other acknowledged and responsible organe of a free people.

No'person who has at all studied the subject of comparative
Sebool legiélation between Canada and other countries, cati fail to
observe,' that there is an extent of local discretion and power in
each of our School and Counuty Municipalities not found in any one
of the neighbouring States,'while there are other elements incorpo-
ratdint o eur School system, which secure to the remotest Munici-
palite or Uppcr Canada the information and facilities which can
aloe be. acquired and provided by a Publie Depart ment. But the
rational conviction> and voluntary co-operation of the people them-
selves, have een relièd upon and appealed te as the basis of exertion
and the instrument of suceesa. Wben, therefore, steps were taken
to improve the text-books of the 'Sehols, a set of the books recom-
mended was procured and furnished te each County Municipality i
Upper Canada, that the people mighP examine and judge of the
desirabieness o'f the books proposed, in regard to both excellence and
cheapness. In promoting 'an improvement in the condition and
character of school-houses, plans and illustrations of achool-houses
and premises were procured and placed in, the hands of the. local
Councils, and several of them were published in the Journal of
Education. The sane course bas been adopted in respect to School
Mape, &. And in pressing upon the public mind the necessity
and advafitagë of duly qualified School Teachers, an Institution bas
been estàblished to train theom; and the specimens of Tepehers
thus trained, (though but partially trained in most instances, fron
the short period of their training,) have excited a desire and demand
for improvd 'Teachers in every County in Upper Canada. I trust
this year will witness the introduction of Libraries-thus comple-
ting the establishment of every branch of our School system.

In al this, there has been no coercion-but a perfect blending ôf
freedom and unity, of conviction and metion ; and the entire absence
of iny oppoiti n to the School syste during t.he recent elections
throughout Upper Canada, shows h'ow general and cordici is the
conviction of tie peôple as to its adaptation to thoir circumatances
and interests.

I have the deepeat conviction of the strong common sense and
patriotisin 'of the Canadian people at large-a cqQviction founded on
long observation and comparison between the people of Canada and
those of many other countries ; and I have a faith, littlea short of
full assurance, as to the advancing and glorious future of our eoun-
try. With this conviction and faith, and aniniated with the con-
sciouanesa of genèral approval and co-operation on the part of the
people, I shali renew my humble contributions of labour to the con-
mon treasury of Canadian progress and civilization.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

- Your obedient servant,
(Signød) E. RiyasoIN.

STIuPUU, J. FuL'LIW, Est1.,
Clerk, Municipal Coumcil, County of NVorfolk,

Simeoe.

(copr.) DRYDEN FanI, W. VITToA,
,December 29th, 1851.

S,-I do myself the pleasutre of handing you the suljoined
cnpy of a Resolition, passeid et a recent Meeting of the Board of
Instrucion for the Couinty of .Norfolk. I alo take leave te trans-

scribe another Resohition more especially directed te the local Super-
intendents of their Conntv, but ilitstrative of the professed belief of
the members of the Board, of the great usefulness of the works
submitted by you.

I have the hnnour te be,
Sir,

Your very obedient, humble servant,
(Sigmed) JaMus Covsalron,-

Ho ty Sec'y, Board of Instruction for Norfolk.
The Reverenil

E. RBEtRsoN, D. D.,
Chief Superintendent of Education,

kec., kec., kec.,
Toronto.

" That the Honourg Steretary be equested to conrey to the Revernd
E. RlvasitoN, CaheSnperin.tenden ,pf Education, thei hanks of ths Board,
for bis handeome donation of Books, and at the same tine to express to that
gentleman, the high sense entertained by this Board, of the uawearied
zal nd great .ahility displayed by him in the discharge of his arduous aud
important uties."

ResoLed,-That the Members of this Board having carefully exam-
ined hile Mipe, Prints, and Specimens of- :Nattrxi 'History, &c.,
forwarded by the Chief Superioit,deut of Edoucison to the Clerk
oftihe County Council. (and deposited in his Office for the inpec-
ie of the chpol 0oicers of the County.) have much satbsàetion

in bearing testimonsy to the great superiorily of such specimens
over those corinonly used in the Count -9hdott, 'nd tefore'
earnestly, urge on the local Superinenent». d Tr.uetees,« thet
paramouint importance of providitn a suitable sapply of suc
essential requisites for most School ection in th e onty.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR U. C.

(corr.) EnucAror OFFiç,
Toronto, Jauary àrd, 1852.

Siz,-i have the honour te acknowledge the receipt of your
lettet of the 29th ultimo,'enclosing te me certain resolution. of the
Bo*rd of PpIblic.Iustruction for the County of.Norfolk;iand irettam
my sincere thanks for the terms in which my hufnflW exerti.a.s'aw
referred to. I rejoice at the judicious and earnest course which
your County lBoard bas taken t. promote the ob3pets I bàd In view,
in presentingthe publikations te which yun allude-by examining
them and recommeuding the general introduction thgm into the
Schoola of the County, I hope the poorest boy in'My native
County may have access ta a better Common School than existed
there when I wa a lad. What!1 witnesseà and felt In ny boyhond,
gave birtb to the strongest impulsea of my oWn -indl, te de what I
could to place the men td facilities of mental.development and
culture within the reacha.f çvery youth in the.Isni.

I am more than gratified,. am ;profoundlyipssed, that such
efforts are made for the interesta of the yaung, nd of f.tvre gener-
ations in the County of Norfolk. That County is depr to me by a
thousand tender recollections ; and I still seem te hear in the midst
of it, a voice issuing fromi a mother's grave, a was wont formerly
from the living toue&mi t.oitlng tmp batthe* oily, tife werthy. ttb
name, is that which makes man one with bis fellow-man, and with
hii country.

I have the honour te be,
Sir,.

Your obediet servant,
SRiff1IAý

JAMEs CovaNros, Esq.,
Honorary Secretary, Board of Public Instruction,

County'of Nufolk, Vittoria.

FREE SCHOOL LECTURE
BY THE REV. JOHN AaMOUta.

PoRT SAaNI, 13TU Nov., 1851.
T. the % ditor of the Journal of Educato..

Sîa-The following Lecture has-been delivered in aeveral Sehool
Sections in this neighbôurhood. I @end yo, at preaent, the fist
ara-umeut which was urged on those occasions on behalf of Frm.
àCKuoo. If you judge the subject and manner oft.reatingit aufi-
ciently important for your excellent Journal, I will forward the ret
of the Lecture in separate sheets, suitable for your monthly miscel-
lany. It contains six separate arguments. Yon have in this the
frst, and if you deeni it suitable, it is at your disposal.

J. A.

January, 1852.
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