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PRISON AMD ASYLUM LIBRARIES—Continued.
Amount |Legislative
received. | Appo'ment. Total. |Vols
RECAPITULATION : $ ects] $ cts. $ cts.
For the year 1856 ..........| 173 19§ 173 T94| 347 b9 | 781
For the year 1857 ..........}| 126 13 126 13 262 26 | 563
For the year 1858 ...... ....| 100 00 100 00 200 00 | 251
For the year 1859 .......... 131 75 131 15 263 60 | 562
For the year 1860 .......... 127 82 127 82 255 64 | 453
For the year 1861 .......... 10 00 10 00 20 00 | 47
For the year 1863 .......... 55 00 56 00 110 00 { 167
For the year 1863 ........ ..] 6500 65 00 180 00 | 243
Lunatic Asylums, as above, 1858.| 111 934 111 933] 223 87 | 386
« “ “ 1860, 52 00 52 00 104 00 | 176
$953 43 | $953 43
Grand total ......... cieeesealecdieeee..f 81806 86 (3628

Al
The following Statistical Table has been compiled from the “Trade and
Navigation Returns” for the years speci!_ied, shew_mg the gross valu_e
of books (not maps or school apparatus) imported into Canada. This
table proves conclusively how incorrect is the statement that the
operations of the Educational Depository interfere with the interests of
the booksellers :*

Tasie shewing the value of articles sent out from the Educational
Depository during the years 1851 to 1863 inclusive:

Articlescgnt ‘i}ﬁ:“b:.‘:: 100 | Articles sold g\ 0 o oo
per cent. 8p- { at Catalogue |1+ f
p(ir:;i'onegr froxtn the Leg- | prices, wg‘;}- lerag;, Prize
ative ant.
Yzar. 1eative T OI:?“?OILym:‘&’t' School Books,
Public School | Maps, Appe- | from the IA‘;PB) at':i
Library ratug, and | Legislative | 2°F P:‘::he 3
Books. Prize Books. Grant. P .
$ cis. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts.
1851, 1,414 25 1,414 25
{322 . cese 2,981 13 2,981 lz
3.... 4,233 14 4,233 1
1854.....1 51,376 23 5,514 18 | 56,890 41
1855.....0 9,947 15 4,655 53 4,389 40 18,992 08
1856.....] 7,205 62 9,320 817 5,726 76 22,288 26
1857... 16,200 92 18,118 28 6,451 20 40,70 40
1858..... 3,982 99 11,810 28 6,972 05 22,765 32
1869.....1 5,805 64 11,965 02 6,679 30 24,389 96
1860.....} 5,289 56 16,832 17 5,416 64 2%,638 31
1861... 4,084 22 16,251 14 4,894 52 | 25,229 88
1862.,...| 32128 | 16,193 78 4,844 17 | 24,310 83
1863..... 4,022 46 15,886 88 3,461 48 23,370 82
Total..|$111,187 67 |$120,973 95 62,978 22 |$295,139 84

tions, especially those from the American press, have been brought in very sparingl(.
The retail trade is in a generally healthy condition, and its character, especially
the country, is yearly improving. Other indications of quite as favourable
cter are noted, and the trade must prosper with the progress of the country.
..« The importations for the year of books are $155,842, against $110,419 last yenr;
an increase of $36,428. Of stationery, the imports amount to $28,765, against &27.51‘
last year; a difference only of §1,146 in favour of 1861.”

‘We extract the following from the Ammual Report the Board Trads o,
Toronto, Onnada West, for 1862, compiled by Mr. % W()l'fman: “The ?eg‘s b\uineuf
in this branch of trade has been quite satisfactory., Though perhaps less in extent, in
common with other departments, it has been quite as ro&ahle if not more so than jn
former years, while not a few features have developed themselves which are not only
advantageous to ihe legitimate trade, but are gratifying to every well wisher of sound
literature in the province. The improvementin the circumstances, capacity, and general
business ability of those in the trade, which we have noted from year to year, has con-
linued 10 manifest itself, and we see now, in almost every town, a hookseller or two
conducting business on a sound basis, with more capital than ever before, and a better
knowledge of the trade, and of business principles generally, This is evinced moss in
the improved credit in which the retail trade stands, in the promptitede with which
engagements are met, and in the judicious care with which stocks are selected and
curtalled. As a distinct branch, the trade is but young. The n:lgress made in the last
threo years, however, shows that it is not only well esxablisgc , but that it i« rapidly

Value of books | Value of books | Total value of | Proportion imported
Year. entered at entered at |  books for_the Educational
Ports in Lower| Ports in Upper| imported into Department of
Canada. Canada. the Province. Upper Canada. a0

1850. ..., $101880 $141700 $243580 $ 84
1851...... 120700 171732 292432 3296
1852..... 141176 159268 300444 1288
1853..... . 158700 254280 412980 22764
1854...... 171452 3017808 479260 44060
1855...... 194356 338792 533148 26624
1856...... 208636 427992 636628 10208
1857...... 224400 309172 533572 16028
1858...... 171255 191942 363197 10692
1859...... 139057 184304 323361 5308
1860...... 155604 252504 408108 8846
1861...... 185612 344621 530233 7782
1862...... 183987 249234 433221 7800
1863..... 184652 276673 461325 t
1850-~1863{ $2341467 $3610022 $5951489 $176776

+ This column for 1863 canuot be filled up, on account of the prolonged detention
of the Depository invoices at the Audit Ofkce.

N.B.—~Up to 1854, the * Trade and Navigation Returns” give the value
on books entered at every portin Canada separately ; after that year, the
Report gives the names of the principal portsonly, and the rest as * Other
Ports.” In 1854, the proportion entered in Lower Canada was within a
fraction of the third part of the whole, and, accordingly, in compiling
this table for the years 1855-1863, the value entered in “ Other Ports” is
divided between Upper and Lower Canada, in the proportion of two-
thirds to the former and one-third to the latter.

* From the Annual Review of the Trade of Toronto, for 1860, we insert the fole
lowing: " WHOLESALE STATIONERY AND Booxs.—This branch of Trade, the ex-
istence of which in i present distinct character only dates back a few years, has
been prosperous during tge past season, and is rapidly becoming an important item
in the commerce of the city. . . . The supplying of all the children in the
munbr{.(:)t school, is an extensive trade in itself, not only with stationery but with
school books, ranging from the primer to the classies. It will thus be seen that this
is no unimportant trade ; and Toronto is fortunate in {ponsessmg & number of es-
tablishments exclusively devoted to the business, which in point of encrgy and
ability, are not surp: by any other branch. . . . The importation of books
and stationery into Toronto, for three years past, arc as follows: .
£100,350

“ Devotional books ..., . $28,773
“Books, periodicals hlets... 99,575 55,384 19,169
“SEatioNery ....cccciccieirrerierreneraanrnees oees 33,007 33,423 27,619.”

We also insert the following from the Annual Beview of Tradein Toronto, for
1861 : “ WHOLESALE STATIONERY AND Books.—No change of material import.
ance has taken place in this trade during the year. Sales have not been so large as
anticipated, yet they do not fall short of the preceding year. The depressed condi-
tion of the trade in the United Btates has caused a number of bankrupt stocks to
be thrown into the market, at this and at other points, composed for the most part
of a great deal of trash,l leavened with a very little of really iound literature.
American houses, hitherto reported as rich, have likewise held audlions. and sold at
very low rates. Notwithstandm%thm, however, the regular legitimate trade has
not langnished, and on the whole has resulted satisfactorﬁy. Of the standard works
of English literature, there has been a fair amount imported ; but the new publica-
——

3 Dr. Russell, the late able correspondent of the London Times, in a letter dated
Toronto, Feb. 1st, 1862, thus refers to this class of literature, which is silently circu-

iated in numerous channels throughout Canada. He says (referring to Hamilton) ; «

A pretty custom-house, in cut stone, from which floated the Union Jack—the first
I have set eyes on for many a long 1 onth—flanks the entrance from the railway
Station to the long straggling town, which but for that token might be taken to be
};" the United Btates, Indeed, the influence of the Republic extends some way into

he dominions of Her Majesty. The people in the carriages were reading the
Paltry pictorial papers which do so much to deprave the taste of the Americans,

2 ing a healthy and prosperous condition. An equally {{ra!ifying fact is found in the
improved character of ihe works introduced into general circulation, For years the
country has been flooded with the lowest and most trashy class of literature from the
American press. Books whose only merit was their bulk and binding, have been hawked
inte every nook of the province by a migratory tribe of itinersnt pediars. Sometimes a
stray work of utility has been found among the stock, but for the most part the speeial
efforts of these book hawkers have been direcied to the disposing of gome very super-
ficial and uninteresting volumes, which, if even read, would leave the reader a trifle
less wise than when he commenced them. We are happy to say that this tyle of busi-
ness is rapidly on the decline, and that works from the beet publishing houses, and soid
through the legitimate trade, are finding their way into many sections of the country, and
meetlng a largely increasec sale. We ale not by any means, however, depreciating the
efforis of the book pedlars to enlighten the world; they are very useful people, and, if
their efforts are only properly directed, they may do great good. They are improving
in the books which they present to the publlc, and our dealers will lose ngthing by en-
couraging them, so long as their wares are of a good class. In periodical literature,
however, the greatest change is observable—not only in the largely increased demand,

but in the improved characier of the issues sold. 'We are happy fo say that nefther the
New York lger nor the Mercury is increasing its circulation in Canada. Even
Harper's Magazine is not gnining ground, On the other hand. there is & large and

growing gale for such periodicals as Good Words, a London publication of the best
class, the Family Treasury, the Churchman’s Magazine, the gornhill, All the Year
Round, &¢. &c., and we are glad to know that the reduction in the price of the London
Illustrated News is likely to increase largely its circulation in Canada, These facts
present some indications of a change for the hetter in the literary taste of Canada. This
improvement is in no small degree attributableto the persistent and unwearied exertions
of our wholesale importers, and the advantages which they enioy in close connection
with first class British publishing houses, e hope, and irdeed are certain, that they
will be well compensated for their efforts. In this connection we are glad to notice that
we are likely to have established amongst us a branch of an extensive and highly res-
ctable 8cotch firm, for the purpose not onl{ of re-iuuinphin rauch appioved style our
eading text and school books, but for the publication of other works olp merit than that
may offer. We have long needed an establishment of this character, and through its
operations we may hope to see Canadian Literature take a higher place in the world of
letters. With long experience, ample means and the best facilities are commanded by
the house in question, and we are sure their advent here will be hailed with pleasure.

“The business in stationery hes been fairly remunerative during the year, The
advance in materials gr paper, as well as a heavy war tax on the manufacture itself, has

! Jargely enbanced the value of all descriptions in the United States, independently of the

apparent increase in price due to the depreciation of the currency. The consequence is
that, as compared with former rates, American stationery is fully 30 per cent. dearer®
‘We have imported much less than the usual amount, subetilulmfr, English_goods, which
are of a much betier class. It so happens that the prices of the latter are favouring the
buyer, as the abolition of the duty on paper has at length begun to cheapen it. It is only
recently that therc_has been any decline in the article, notwlthstanding an universal
expectalion that when the tax was removed the price would fall. Speculation and a
largely enhanced demand for cheap periodicals, only a few of which comparatively have
lived heyond the year, kept the rates up to nearly the old Jevel, until within the past three

and to unscitle their notions in perspective and in matcrial forms, or were deep
in the pirated editions of Eu, lishpwmj‘gks which constitute the staple trade of the
mass of ‘enterprising publishers’ The New York pavers were the only journals
hawked about for sale in the train. The sides of the train were covered . New
York and Boston advertisements. Not a smack of Canada, in book, or print, or
journal, or trade, could be detected.” .



