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eplte of the saws of pals:ed age, and the vitupera- -
tions of unbending formality. ©Old. customs, if
they have nothing even to recommend them be- -
sides their-antiquity, ought not to be lightly abo-
lished ~The few harmless recreations which the
populace have, ought not to be unnecessarily cor-
tailed ;3 and an indulgence in those expressions
of domestic or sexual aﬂ'ecuon, and of satiric mer-
riment, which habit has sanctioned, is no' great
privilege, to be granted on the one hand, whilst,
on the other, much impoitance is attached to

“their ‘enjoyment, -and ‘much jealousy shewn at

their-attémpted- prohlbmon. I am ready to con- -
tend that these’ customs .are not only harmless,
but even laudable and moral; and that there is
ample authority in' the laws of the land both to
prevent and punish any abuse or. evil that may .
be ascribable to them, without: makmg them the -
object of municipal persecution. . The ‘custom of
the Charivari, 1 shall“probably -take up on a fu-

- ture opportunity, when I have'sufficiently dived .

into the arcana of the mystic ‘symbols borne’ a-
bout .on such occasions, - and " ransacked * those -

: dancient annals-and treatises that’are- within- my

feach, to trace the’ ongm and’hlstory, as well as
the" etymology, of the ceremony, which I believe
will be found to have prevailed’in ‘the days of the .
patuarchs, and perhaps also, “irom‘thie rabbinical
tradltlons, ‘to have existed befoie thedeluge, for
in"one ‘of the books of the Cabala ‘the partlculms_
are tobe met with of thee celebration of a marriage
between a’ gxant of*those’ days; znd one of the

: daughters ‘of fwen} - in. which t¥cops of fevellers are’

introdaced, with exaltfed horns, (shewing, by ‘the

bye,. the ant1qu1ty ‘of  the horn as aconcomitant’

of . unequa] marnages) dsceudmg ‘the ‘mountaii-

. Whither ithe giant had.carried his mortal bride,

shoutm “iValicarat’ Valicaral -which ‘the tabBini- .

g .
' cal eommentator consxders ‘as’a’ valedxctory ad’ no
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