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ftores, which were all ready •, and that as foon as this

fliould be granted him, and he {hould have gotten his

neceflaries on board, he intended to leave the river

of C anton, and to make the bed of his way for Eng-
land. The viceroy replied to this, that the licence

fhould be immediately ifllicfd, and that every thing

fliould be ordtred on board the following day. And,
finding that Mr. Anfon had nothing further to infift

on, the viceroy continued the converfation for fome
time, acknowleging in very civil terms how much the

Chinefe were ohlioed to him for his fjgnal fervices at

the fire, and owning that he had faved the city from
being deftroyed : then obferving that the Centurion

had been a good while on their coaft, he clofed his

difcouiic by wifhing the commodore a profperous

voyage to Europe. After which, the commodore,
thanking him for his civility and affiftance, took his

leave.

As foon as the commodore was out of the hall of
audience, he was much preffed to go into a neighbour-

ing apartment, where there was an entertainment pro-

vided ; but finding, on enquiry, that the viceroy him-
feif was not to be prefent, he declined the invitation,

and departed, attended in the fame manner as at his

arrival ; only on his kaving the city he was faluted by
three guns, which are as many as in that country are

ever fired oii any ceremony. Thus the commodore,
to his great j(;y, at laO: finiflied this troublefome affair,

which for tlie preceding four months, had given him
muc-h difquietude. " ;?

in purfuance of the promifes of the viceroy, the

provifions were begun to be fent on board the day
lucceeding the audience; and, four days after, the

commcdore embarked at Canton for the Centurion.

And now all the preparations for putting to fea

were purfued vvith fo much vigilance, and were {o

foon completed, that the 7th of December, the Cen-
turion and hir prize unmoored, and ftood down the

river, p fling through the Bocca Tigris on the lOfh.

On this occafion the Chinefe had taken care to man
the


