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Attorney General from Mr. Secretary Pitt's office.

Now, the fadt is, that he never was confulted

at all, and but once even fpoke to, about any Se-

cretary's warrant ; and then, as Mr. Pitt avowed
in a certain auguft Aflembly, " his friend, the

Attorney, told him, the warrant 'would be iik-

galy and if he iffued it^ he muft take the coufe-

quence ', neverthelefs, preferring the General

Safety in time of war and publick danger to

every perfonal conlideration, that he run the

rifk (as he would of his head, had that been

the forfeit, upon the like motive) and did an
extraordinary adt, againft a fufpicious foreigner

^ juil come from France; that he was ready to

anfwer it before his country, if they called nim
to an account ; and that, in his opinion, the

apparent necelfity of the thing, and the real

exigency of the time, muft always be the teft,

*' and alone vindicate, and be the fafeguard of

any Minifter, who, at a crifis, exceeds the

known laws of his country." By the bye.

Why this Minifter, on account of his popularity,

or this his bold defiance, fliould not be brought

before the Public to anfwer for fuch a breach of
the law, notwithftanding his pretences of its being

in the caufe of the nation, in time of actual war
againft their moft formidable enemy, and not for

the fake of wreaking a perfonal rcfcntmcnt againft

any particular party- writer, i do not well fee. No-
thing but theprefentMiniftry's lenity,together with

a peaceablenefs of dilpolition arifing from a natural

iirmnefs of mind, and a confcioufncfs of real

power, as well as an unv/illingnefs to be fevere,

where no immediate ill confequences followed,.

and where the people did not cry out, can be any

thing
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