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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION.

h™ I / t^i'
"^7 P'T''}' *'^^" considered as that particular

' i.l .
P'^j'^^^P^y- '^y^''^ '«a«^hes, by examples. Lw menought to conduct themselves in all situations of life, both pub-

;

he and private. Such .s the infirmity and incapacity of^he
I

human mmd. that abstract or general ideas make no lasting
I

impression on it
;
and often appear to us doubtful or obscure^-

:

JLd oterVatV'^
""' ""'"'^'^ ""^ '=°"«™^'^ ^^ "P---

I

It is from history alone, which superadds to our own exoe-
;

nence that of other men and of other times, that we learn toconquer the prejudices which we have imbibed from education,and which our own experience, often as contracted as our edu-
cation, tends m general rather to strengthen than to subdue ordestroy. " Not to know,"savs Cicero, " xvhat happened beforewe were borri, is to remain always a child ; for what were the
ite ot man, did we not combine present events with the recol-
lections of past ages ?"

There are certain principles or rules of conduct that hold
true m all cases; because they accord and consist with the in-

,'o ?hl , "r"!"' fu^'""^'- 7° ''^^''' ""'^ ^''S^'' 'hose, belongs
to the student of history, who may, in this way, easily form To
himself a system, both of morals and politics, founded on thecombined judgment of all ages, and confirmed by universal ex-
perience. Moreover, the advantages that we reap from thestudy of history are preferable to those we acquire bv our own
expenence

;
for not only does the knowledge we derive from

this kind of study embrace a greater number of objects, but it
IS purchased at the expense of others, while the attainments wemake from personal experience often cost us extremely dear.We may learn wisdom," says Polybius, "either from ouiown misfortunes, or the misfortunes of others. The knowledge '

adds that celebrated historian, " which we acquire at our own
expense, IS undoubtedly the most efficacious ; but that which we
learn from the misfortunes of others is the safest, in as much
as we receive instruction without pain, or danger to ourselves."
Ihis knowledge has also the advantage of being in generalmore accurate, and more complete than that which we derive
from individual experience. To history alone it belongs tojudge with impartiality of public characters and political mea-
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