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master came in, much earlier than usual, and I did

not hear hiui. He came directly into the back store.

I saw his sliadovv on the wall, jiast in time to tlirow

my hook over in among the barrels, before he could

see what it was, although he saw that 1 luid thrown
something quickly away. His suspicion was aroused.

He said that I had ])een stealing something,' out of the

store, and he fiercely ordered me to get what I threw
away just as he was coming in at the door. Without
a moment's hesitation, I determined to save my pre-

cious book and my future opportunities to learn out

of it. I knew if my book was discovered, that all was
lost, and I felt pre])ared for any hazard or sufi'ering

rather than give up my book and my hopes of im-

provement. So I replied at once to his question, that

I had not thrown any thing away; that I liad not

stolen any thing from the store; that I did not have
any thing in my hands which I could throw away
when he came in. My master declared, in a high
passion, that I was lying, and order^ed me to begin and
roll away the barrels. This I did; but managed to

keep the book slipping along so that he could not see

it, as he stood in the door-way. He charged me again

with stealing and throwing something away, and I

again denied the charge. Ill a great rage, he got down
his long, heavy cow-hide, and ordered me to strip off

my jacket and shirt, saying, with an oath, "I will

make you tell me what it was you had when I came
in." I stripped myself, and came forward, according

to his directions, at the same time denying his charge
with great earnestness of tone, and look, and manner.
He cut me on my naked back, perhaps thirty times,

with great severity, making the blood flow freely.

He then stopped, and asked me what I had thrown
away as he came in. I answered again that I had
thrown nothing away. He swore terribly; said he
was certain I was lying, and declared that he would
kill me, if I did not tell him the truth. He whipped
me the second time with greater severity, and at

greater length than before. He then repeated his

question, and I answered again as before, I was


