
forwnnt, and j;avc tlicir ai<l iti c:\rrytiijr it into cfTcct. Never were
a pCDpIc more ciulmsiastic, or fnlt-rtaiiicd stroiigL-r hopes of success,

thin tlie i)coi)k' of Mussacluisctls at that time. Letters were imine-

dintcly sent to Pennsylvania and otlier colonies, rc(|uestinx; their

assistance.

(5ovcrnor Shirley soon mride ])roclamalion for raising the neces-

sary forces; and tnca.siires were taken for equijipinj; the small ileet

then owned hy the i)rovince, for the jnirjiose of conveying the

trooj.s. The Cioxernor al.so sent to the Connnander of the Mritish

fleet at the West Indies, reciuestiny aid.

The island of Ca])e Hreton, on which I.onishurg is situated, con-

stitutes at present a part of the Province of Nova Scotia. It is of

triangular form, and eighty leagues in circumference. Its western

and nortliern sliores are steej), rocky, and inaccessible: while its

southeastern is indented with beautiful bays and harbors, safe for

shiiis of the largest size. Its .soil is barren, and a large portion of

the \ear the island is either enveloped in fog, or locked u\> with

snow and ice. Its entire i)()pu!ation, at the present time, does not

exceed 30,000, most of whom are engaged in the fisheries, and in

the coal and lumber trades.

Louisburg has frequently been called the "Dunkirk of America."
For a description of it, I use the words of Dr. Hclknan. "It was two
miles and a half in circumference, fortified in every accessible point,

with a rami)arl of stone, from thirty to thirty -.six feet high, and a

ditch eighty feet wide. A space of two hundred yards was left with-

out a rami)art, on the side next the sea, and enclosed by a simjde

dike ar.d pickets. The vas so narrow at this place, that it

made only a narrow channel, inaccessible, from its immerous reefs,

to any shipping whatever. On an island, at the entrance of the

harbor wliich was only four hundred yards wide, was a battery of

thirty camion; and at the bottom of the harbor, directly oppo.site

to the entrance, was the ground, or royal battery, of twenty-eight,

forty-two, and eighteen pound cannon. On a high clift", opposite

the i.sland battery, stood the light-hou.se: and at the northeast part of

the harbor was a magazine for naval stores.

"The town was regularly laid out in .squares. The streets were
broad, and the houses mostly built of wood and stone. The entrance

to the town was at the west gate, over a draw-bridge, which was
protected by a circular battery of cannon.

"These works had been twenty five years in building, and, though
k


