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there is a good deal of prayer going up for people they become 
worse. When the Spirit begins with men, instead of getting 
better they sometimes become worse, end it seems as if God 
did not answer prayer ; but this is only a sign that God is at 
work. A mother was praying for and giving good counsel to 
a loved son lately, and he said if she evetspoke to him about 
religion again he would leave the house. Whenever the word 
was presented to him, he became worse. That mother did 
not take her son to the preachers, but, thank God, she took 
him to Christ. She didn’t take him to the church, she did 
not take him to her friends—she knew that if he was to be 
saved it was only by Jesus Christ. She took him to the 
Master, and the result was that within forty-eight hours after 
saying this to his mother, that wayward boy was brought to 
the feet of Jesus. So if any have been praying earnestly and 
faithfully for their sons without success, my dear friends, get 
your eyes off the church, off friends, off everything else but 
Him, and let your prayer go up day and night, and it will be 
beard, because we have God’s word for it. An answer is 
sure. We are not sure whether the sun will rise to-morrow 
morning, but we are sure that He will answer our prayers. 
It is sure. If we hold on to God in prayer and find that we 
don’t get our supplications answered in a month—in a year— 
we are to hold on till the blessing comes. Now, it may be 
that this mother, like a great many mothers, has been look­
ing to the prayers here—looking to what has been going on 
in these meetings, and has been saying, “ There are so many 
Christian people praying, and surely God will bless my boys 
owing to these prayers." Now, we must get our eyes from 
off multitudes, from sermons, from others’ prayers, and let all 
our expectations be only from Him, and a blessing will come. 
These meetings have been very profitable, and during the 
weeks past I have noticed that those fathers and mothers who 
have gone out after other people’s children, have had their 
own wonderfully blessed. Whatever good you do to other 
people’s children the’ reflex will come back upon yours. It 
may be that that mother was very selfish and wanted her 
sons blessed only ; she hasn’t, perhaps, been trying to bring 
others under the influence of the Lord Jesus Christ Every


