
other things that we have te do te make the titie correspond te
other acts of Parliament.

I ask Senator Marshall te censider withdrawing the bill. It rnay
be that sorne people will have an emotienal reactien te being
labelled a war veteran. Will the cest te the gevernment ef doing
this net be beyoed the benefit te be acbieved?
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Perhaps Senater Marshall rnight recensider the situation. and
talk te those who are urgieg that this be donc. 1 arn net quite sure
who is urging this course et action. Is there a demand bere tram
the Merchant Navy coalition? Arc tbey supperting this? Who
exactly is supporting it? Perbaps they will recensider the matter
and agree that, as Canadians, we have accepted ail along that
wben we talk about veterans we are talking about war veterans.
There should net be an atternpt te classity anc group et veterans
as being different trom another group et veterans.

1 knew what Senator Marshall bas been able te accomplish for
the Merchant Navy veterans. Indeed, at the moment a new book
is being prepared fer the Peace Tower recegnizing the Merchant
Navy. That is thanks to bis efforts. Have we net really donc wbat
is required bere by tbat recegnition, wbicb was a long time
cerning, admittedly. Hewever, now that we are proceedieg with
it. is that net sufficient recogeition? Wby is it necessary fer the
government te incur the cests ievelved in cbanging a great
number et statutes simply te insert anc word? That excercise wilI
net really benetit those veterans in any way.

Hon. Jack Marshall: Honourable senators. despite the very
kind words et Senater Molgat, be read eut an interpretation cf
what the result weuld be if the word "war" was ieserted in the
Merchant Navy veterans legisiatien. I quarrel with that
suggestion, wbich must have cerne from the Departmnent ef
Veterans Atfairs, as 1 quarrel with many cf the things that the
Department et Veterans Attairs dees.

In the meantirne. 1 will adjourn the debate.

The Hon. the Speaker: 1-onourable senaters. 1 had been
informed te advise you that if Senater Marshall spoke. bis speech
would close the debate. However, 1 did not do se because I felt
that lie was responding to Senator Molgat's intervention. 1 may
have been eut et erder, but at least mny intentions were good.

Now Senator Marshall wisbcs te move that tbis debate be
adjeurned.

Senator Molgat: Migbt it be advisable fer seme other senater
te take the adjourement rather than Senator Marshall? It would
thien leave the matter open.

On motion et Senater Berntson, debate adjeurned.

[Translation]

THE BUDGET

STA2EMENT 0F NMISTER 0F FINANCE-DEBATE CONIMTNUED

On the Order:

Resuming the debate on the inquiry of the Honourable
Senator Phillips, calling the attention of the Senate te the
Budget Statement made by the Minister of Finance, on
Tuesday, February 22, i 994.-(Honourable Senator
Berntson.)

Hon. Jean-Maurice Simard: Honourable senators. the first
budget ot Jean Chrétien's Liberal governmcnt was supposed te
refleet the Red Book of the Liberal Party of Canada and restore
hope te unempleyed Canadians. ensure that the economic growth
initiated by the previeus govemment would continue and, finally
reduce the deficit.

However, that is net the case. Workers and the unemployed
bave been severely affected by this budget. and the elderly as
well. Fer the Atlantic provinces, the budget is a real disaster.
Because ef the number of unemployed in those provinces. the
budget cornes down even harder.

On top ef ail that, the Liberal budget provides for the closingy
of five military bases and reducing the strength of two other
bases in Atlantic Canada. Closings and strength reductions
represent a loss et several thousand jobs in the Atlantic reg-ion. A
five per cent cut in the budget for ACOA represents a loss
et $16 million and will be feit particularly in northern New
Brunswick, a regien that did net really need more bad news of
this kind.

The reductien in Special Investment Tax Credits is another
disaster for the Atlantic provinces, and 1 arn not exaggerating.
because this particular measure will be very costly for northern
New Brunswick and the whole Atlantic region.

In fact. the New Brunswick Deputy Minister for Economnic
Development, Mr. Lauzier. indicated recently that $225 million
wortb of investment will be lest te nortbern New Brunswick
alone. Where the PC spent an average ef $500 million annually
on the grouedfish program. the present budget has set up a
five-year program that will spend an average cf $340 million.

We cannet rernain uncritical ef a budget whose impact is se
negative and se disastrous for our regiens and our fellow
citizens. As far as integrity is ceecernced, witb this budget Jean
Cbretien's Liberals have donc the exact opposite of what they
prernised before last October.

Despite ail these budget cuts, despite substantial tax hikes at
Uhc expense of the unemployed, the elderly and small business,
Mr. Martin expects a drep of ene-tenth of one per cent in the
unemployment rate for next year. What a spark et hope for the
uempleyed! If only the govemrmeet had been able te gain the
confidence cf financial markets and international markets with
these rneasures - but that was net the case!

[Senator MoIgat 1


