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Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.-It is
flot my intention to contribute to the de-
bate on this question, but I would like to
cail the attention of the hion, gentleman
who made the assertion just now that the
insurance on the St. Lawrence has been re-
duced owing te the improvements whicb
had taken place, te the proceedinga of the
board of trade and the utterrances mad.ý
by those who discussed questions affecting
the navigatfeon of the St. Lawrence
which appeared ini to-day's ' Gazette.!
He will find that the insurance has been
increased, and that a resolution has been
passed callîng upon the Mînister of Marine
and Fisheries, and aiso upon other author-
ities, to take steps in the direction of re-
ducing the insurance which is new imposed
and the extra insurance which bas been
imposed upon what are termed the tramp
shipping.

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.-I
wiUl certainly cail the attention of the Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries te that mat-
ter, but I think if rny hon. friend looks a
littie deeper hie will find that there has
been a material reduction, not perhaps as
between this year and Iast, but as between
this year and a matter of seven or eight
years age.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.-I amn
not prepared te deny that, because I have
not read the report carefully, but I just cail
attention to te-day's paper in which the
directly opposite statements are made.

Hon. Sir RICHTARD CARTWRIGHT-l
am obliged te my hon. friend for calling
attention te it. .1 will take occasion to cail
it te the attention of the Minister of Ma.
rine, on whose authority. by the way, I
made the statement. I think, however, be-
cause this is a ,matter that te some extent
cornes under my own purview, as Minister
of Trade and Commerce, that hie wiIl find
that I arn correct in stating that even il
there has been some alteration made re-
cently in the rates of insurance there has
been a material reduction within the course
of the last five or six years.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.-I wiIl
just read the resolution I have referred to.
I have no doubt that in a matter of this

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

kind my hion. friend may have been misled,
or hie may have drawn deductions from the
fact of the immense arnount of money that
han been spent on the St. Lawrence, and
the re.5uit of which'ought te have been
what my hon. friend bas indicated. The
resolution reads:

Be it resolved thêt -the couneil of the board
of trade be inatriicted to tae ouch etep s
nmy be necesry to, inveetigat. an to the cause
of such extra insurance being continued, in
view of the very great imnprovemente which
have been mode in the channel of the River
and Gulf of St. Lawrence ain receint years.

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.-
That might be quite consistent with my
view and my hon. friend's view.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED.-I do not know
whether my hon. friend overlooked the
question 'which I asked yesterday, but it
was in the way cf eliciting information,
namely, as te whether any negetiations
have been carried on between this gevern-
ment and the German government with
referenoe te the removal of the reprisais
between the two countries?

Hon. Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-T
might« just say te my hon. friend that ne
formai negotiations have been carried on.
There have been seme pour-parlers with
seme officiai cf the German government,
but I would point out te him that we have
neyer protected against Germany, and it is
in the power of the German government te
emancipate themselves completely from our
ourtax if they enly cheese te do so. He
will recollect that the surtax was imposed
in consequence cf the Germans deliberate-
ly putting us in the werst position they
possibly could, as a penalty for our grant-

ing a specisi faveur in the preferential
tariff te our mother country, Great Britain,
and we intimated te the Germans that it
was net part of their business, what one
portion cf the British empire did in respect
te anether portion cf it, a view in which
I think my hion. friend will sustain me.
Thereupon the Germans shoek their flets
at us, teok us eut of the category in which
Great Britain was, and placed us in an
inferior category. They have a kind of
triple category, like ourseives. We said.
'If you are going te do this because we
trade on even termis with Great Britain, we
shail put a surtax on you ' and as we hap-


