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MANUFACTURE AND SALE 0F OPIUM

PROHIBITION BILL.

SECOND READING.

Hon. 'Mr. SCOTT moved the second read-
ing of Bill (20Z) ',An Act to prohibit thue
Importation, manufacture and sale of
opiumi for other thian medicinal purposes.'

teleg-ranis, and representatives of the parties
called upon me, and I intended to subulit
this proposition when the Bill was in coin-
iîiittee :

Subject -to any such regulations, it shall not
be au offence under section 1 of this Act to
seil or offer £or sale or have in one's posseýs9ion
for sale, fur ex-port only, withia three montlis
after this Act cornes into force.

Hou. Sir MACKENZIE BOWEL-I pnt Giving them thiree monthis In whichi to
export.

a notice uj)on the paper to-nig-ht asking for
the correspondence sub)mltted for and
agninst the Bill, and I shonld like very
much to have that correspondence before
final action is taken. Not that I am opposed
to the principle 0f the Bill, but I think It Is
one that requires a very great deal 0f con-
sideration as it is virtnally a Bill of con-
fiscation. to a very great extend, and w-hilp
I shiou!dl like to see the use. of opium,
whether crude or refined, totally destroyed
and its importation and manufacture pre-
vented. it is a grave question hiow far we
should go w-ith a chass of people who have
been carrying on a business, thougli not
particularir ini accord with our own views,
iu w-ihc very large suins of money have
been lnvested, and destroy their trade and
bring ruin upon those engaged in It. It
seenis to me there should be some provision
la the Bill to enable themn to dispose of the
stocks they have, or give thein compensation
for the destruction of the property which
they hold. It may be a popuhar view to
take to abolish the traffic, but I have strong
view-s lu favour of the protection o! those
wvho ire carrying on a business under the
haw as it exists upon the statute book,
and if we desire .to destroy the trade, let
us take the xnanhy course of compensatlng
them for lt. and destroy the article If you
Please. h vil., lu committee discuss the
question as it bas affected the country in
the past. and Nvhat the polcy of Chlina,
Enghaud. India and Hong Kong bas been
ripou the subject. I thinik It is just as well
to) know exactly what position tbis question
is in, in the eyes of the whole worhd.

HIo n. Mr. SCOTT-Thie province of
British Columubia adopted laws and has
endeavoured to suppress the traffic for some
tiîne. but it Is carried on In deffance of the
laws; however. atter the Bihl passedl the
House o! Commîns I received a number of

Hon. Sir M~ACKENZIE BOWELL- To
what country can It be exported ?

Hou. Mr. SCOTT-It must lie taken ont
of Canada. I do flot kuow wlbere it would
be exported to-China, I suppose.

Hou. Mr. LANDRY-Or p)ut it on board
the , Arctic.'

lion. Sir MACKENZIE BOWVEIL-Wihl
the hon. gentleman try and secure the docu-
ments that I have asked for ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I recelved a letter a
few moments ago which is the only cor-
respondence I have had. -%r. 'Mackenzie
King made a report on it which lias been
printed and circnlated, and beyond thiat I
have had nothing except a telegrani froin
British Columbia objecting to the Bill, and
a communication froin Mr. M.\clnnes who
represents the parties interested.

Hon. ýSir NIACKEN71E BO0WEL-l
understand that cojnmuiitio"5- have been
had with the preiiier an.l witiL the goverui-
nment in favour of the Bill whichi we are

110w considering, and thaï theie have been
protests froin those w-ho have large anonts
of nioney invested ini the business. Those
are the ones I want.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I protluced. at council
to-day a telegram froni the gentleman act-
ing for these p)arties. cihhing attention to the
large amnount of monev inivested, and asking
that somie consideration be given. How-
ever, I will make Inquiries.

The motion was ag-reed to and the Bill
wvas rend the second tume.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bill (204) 'An Act to amend chap. 38 o!
the Statutes. 1907, litnaineadment to the
Railway Act.'-Hon. '%r. Scott.


