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Oral Questions
in Parliament. nainely the ridings of Jolictte and Berthier-
Maskinongé.

Hon. Roch La Salle (Minister of Supply and Services):
With great pîcasure, Mr. Speaker, I would say to my hon.
colleague that as early as on the morning of May 23, I
discussed this with the minister in charge who understood the
importance of nmy representations. 1 would also like to say to
the hon. member for Berthier- Maskinongé that 1 have been
looking after the riding of Joliette for a long timc.

[En glish 1
LABOUR RELATIONS

Ri\ILW\ NYS PI'INSIONS Of RF TIRING EMPI OYE[S

Mr. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North Centre): Mr. Speak-
er, my question could be addressed to the Minister of Labour,
w.hose dcpartment fathered the Hall report on railways pen-
sions in Canada, or tf could bc addressed to the Minister of
Transport, who is the link betwcen us and the railways of this
country. I trust that the Minister of Labour will nol mind if I
put the question I0 the Minister of Transport.

In view of the fact that nothing substantial has been donc by
way of' imiproving the pensions of the retircd employes of
cither Canadian National or Canadian Pacific since the publi-
cation of' the Hall report, mnay I ask the Minister of Transport
if, since his coming mbt office. lie has made representations to
Canadian National and to Canadian Pacifie that thcy at lcast
carry out the recommiendations of that report. If he has not
done so yet, xvill he do so at the carliest possible date?

Hon. Don Mazankoivski (Minister of Transport): Mr.
Speaker, I can assure the hon. mnember that that malter is
being considered. 1 have taken into account the representations
which the hon. miember made to me personally. and I have also
taken mbt account the representations of the hion. member for
Winnipeg-Assiniboine. The hon. mnember for Winnipeg Noith
Centre did indicate that he wantcd to mieet with mie privately
on this matter, and I have indieated that I would bc prepared
I0 do so. I ami still prepared Io do so, and I assure flic hon.
member that wc will continue looking into this malter. H]ope-
fully, wse cao arrive at a satisfactory resolution which will be in
the besi interests of railway pensioners.

Mr. Knowles: Mr. Speaker, when the mninister mnakes his
representations to the railways. even though the Hall commis-
sion did not deal with this aspect, will he take up ssith them
the unfairness of the present provision whereby the widow of a
retired railway worker receives only 50 per cent of the pension
when, surely, that oughî Io be 75 per cent or more?

Mr. Nlazankowski: Mr. Speaker, il would bc my intention
10 consider aIl such itemis, and I look forward to our meeting aI
which time I can discuss these mnatters with the hon. memrber
as I have with the hon. member for Winnipeg-Assiniboine.

[ Transl'auion]
TRANSPORT

RAîLWA Y SERVICE[F IW EWL[N MON IR LAi AND CIIICOLTIMI

Mr. Marcel Dionne (Chicoutimti): Mr. Speaker, mny ques-
tion is f 1or the Minister of Transport. An amount of $43 million
is being added to the $234 million provided for in the main
estimnates to cover a rcvicw of the financing of passenger train
service. Can the minister tell the House whether, following a
complaint lodged by the Quebec transport department agaînst
VIA Rail and the CN about the poor service being provided
between N4ontreal and Chicoutimi, progress has been made on
that and if our area can count on those few millions to improve
the passenger train service to which we arcecntitled?

[En glish]
Hon. Don Nlazankowski (Minister of Transport): Mr.

Speaker, as I said in the House yesterday, il is not necessarily
a malter of' dollars and cents that could improve the rail
service in this country; il is a malter of rationalizing the rail
passenger service and ensuring that the best possible service is
made available t0 mccl the regional and local nccds as well as
the transcontinental nceds.

I invite the hon. mnemrber, if hc has specifie questions with
respect to that partîcular service, to come 10 the Standing
Commitîce on Transport and Communications this aflernoon
whcn the president of' VIA Rail will be before the comnmittce,
and hc can pose those questions to himi.

TOIJRISM

STEPSTO REDUFJC TRAI)I DEFICIT

Mr. Roy MacLaren (Etobicoke North): Mr. Speaker, my
question is to the Minister of State for International Trade
who is also responsible for tourism. The governmenî
announced earlier this week that, conîrary to expectations, il
would conîribute only 25 per cent of' the cost for a new
convention centre in mectro Toronto.

In view of the fact that our ',urisin and travel accounts are
major factors in our trade deficit, and that the new convention
centre would increase travel 10 and within Canada, will the
goverrnmcnt reconsider ils position and increase its portion 10
33 per cent of the total cost of the centre, as in the case of
Vancouver, as a tangible step toward reducing our trade
deficit ?

Hon. Michael Wilson (Minister of State for International
Trade): Mr. Speaker. I îhank the hon. member f'or his question
because it gives nie an opportunity 10 address this particular
prohlem. The question of convention travel is a very important
part of our îourism trade and has a vcry important impact on
our balance of paymenîs.

Hossever, on the question of our policy îoward convention
centres in Canada, we had t0 establish a rational basis for
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